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Tobacco - control, a Good Deed
Tobacco — ban, a Thousand Times No

Yongehao Cheng

Dear readers,

There is an ancient Chinese saying, “A person, not surviving one hundred years, contemplates e-
vents thousand years away,” which can be used to describe how people are concerned about tobacco.

It has been 7 years since The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control ( WHO FCTC)
was adopted by the 56" World Health Assembly on 21 May 2003. On 27 February 2005, the Con-
vention went into effect. It will be the sixth anniversary of its entry into force in February 2011. 1
wrote the review “The rise and development of the fourth tide of global tobacco control” for the
Convention’s first anniversary to clearly propose that the adoption of FCTC had marked the rise of the
fourth tide of global tobacco control. In recent years, the fourth tide of global tobacco control has be-
come an irresistible trend moving forward.

Smoking and Health is an international social issue. It is also an essential concern of the human
society. Therefore, discussions and disputes concerning Smoking and Health will be a permanent
topic for conversations.

After I published “Biography of famous entrepreneurs” and “ Biography of the famous interna-
tional enterprises” in the mid — nineties of the last century, the president of an international leading
consulting firm, which claimed to be ” the excellent library of strategic thinking in China” , invited
me to join them. He told me that “the golden time of the tobacco industry has gone. It is a sunset
industry which is unwelcome and disrespected. And you don’t smoke------ ” At that time, WHO’s
FCTC did not appear. However, for a variety of reasons, I did not give up the tobacco industry to go
on with him. On 11 May 2000, a domestic research institution published *The trend analysis of
China’s industrial structure during the tenth five — year plan” in ” China Economic Times” that pro-
posed “China’s tobacco industry is a declining industry during the tenth five — year plan. ”  Moreo-
ver, some ofChina’s tobacco companies also suggested “investing in non — tobacco industry and pre-
paring for the tobacco industry’s transformation”.

However, I firmly believe that there is no sunset industry, but only sunset technology. Unfortu-
nately, this view found only few supporters at that time. Until now over 10 years, almost 20 years
have gone by, there are no signs of recession in the tobacco industry; instead it continues to grow.

As a member of the tobacco industry, I am, by chance, among the few who undertake the re-
search work of tobacco management science and tobacco controls. From the appearance of Convention

up to today, my team and I have been tracking tobacco controls for more than ten years. A number of
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research papers and literatures have been published. Those achievements not only get noticed domes-
tically, but also obtain international attention.

One event unforgettable was the appearance of an article from WHO which said that our research
on tobacco control was disrupting the establishment of the Convention. I declared in response that it
was my pleasure to get WHO’s attention to our work. 1 would like to pay my respects to the WHO
FCTC and good aspirations for tobacco control. 1 am not a smoker and few of my team members
smoke. We study the Convention because we would like to express our opinions based on extensive re-
searches as members of the tobacco industry. According to Hegel, “Only in the state does man have a
rational existence”. Therefore, all the researches on tobacco control have their own objective realities.
“Smoking is harmful to health” has become a general consensus, so I approve of tobacco control.

I never take a pessimistic view on the tobacco industry’s prospects. In September 2005, 1 made
a speech in an international seminar on the Convention: to sum up those articles written by health ex-
perts and anti — tobacco organizations and celebrations held to cheer the adoption of FCTC, they con-
veyed two purposes — — — on one hand, they celebrated the Convention because they believed it was
a milestone in the history of global tobacco control and as the representative of the Government of
Senegal in the World Health organization said after signing the WHO FCTC, “The initiation of FCTC
represents a long and arduous battle just won”. However, some people regarded the Convention as a
product of compromises. On the other hand, the Convention was viewed as “a legal sword, a twisted
rope around the neck of the tobacco industry” , as put in a representative article, “The winter of to-
bacco industry” , reported on Japan’s “Sankei Shimbun”. I finished my speech “The impacts of
Convention on tobacco economy” by quoting a verse prophecy by the famous British poet Shelley’s
“0Ode to West”, “If winter comes, can spring be far behind?”. My speech finally struck a respon-
sive chord among participants.

Time flies — — — Years have passed in a snap of the fingers. The winter has not yet come to the
tobacco industry. For instance, during the global economic crisis triggered by the collapse of the U.
S. investment firm Lehman Brothers on 15" September 2008, the tobacco industry suffered less im-
pact than the auto industry, the iron and steal industry, as well as the construction industry. Thanks
to merges and reorganizations in the tobacco industry, tobacco leaf production grew steadily. Ciga-
rette production and sales have had a slight increase. Furthermore, centralization and competitive ca-
pability of the tobacco industry are also enhanced. Consequently, the capability of sustainable devel-
opment in the tobacco industry have gone beyond people’s expectation.

It needs to be recognized that global tobacco control campaigns have increased since the adop-
tion of FCTC. By 30" November 2010, 172 out of 192 WHO parties have become parties to the
WHO FCTC. 182 countries and European Union (EU) had acceded to, ratified, accepted or ap-
proved WHO FCTC, including 167 countries and European Union (EU) which signed the WHO
FCTC and another 15 countries which took a one — step process equivalent to ratification. Most coun-
tries and regions of 193 countries around the world and 31 regions have formulated their laws and
regulations on tobacco controls. Several provisions, such as Health warnings on tobacco packages,
bans on advertising, promotion and sponsorship, regulation of the contents of tobacco products, as

well as reports on implementation of the Convention, have achieved effectual progress particularly in
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those countries and regions where FCTC has entered into force.

Smoking — free environments include public transports (airplanes, trains, ships, and autos) and
public places (theaters, restaurants, pubs and bars). Even educational facilities, health — care facili-
ties, and government facilities also have become smoking — free environments. In most countries, there
are bans of tobacco advertising in traditional media such as newspapers, magazines, films, TV, and
billboards/outdoor advertisings. Moreover, some countries also forbid tobacco advertisings on the in-
ternet. Major sports events have canceled monetary assistance from the tobacco industry.

It shows that global tobacco control campaigns have achieved comprehensive progress.

“The sky puts the earth in enclosure; and rivers flow wildly into broken mountains”. Tobacco
control has been widely approved. However, “the tree may prefer calm but the wind keeps blowing.
The objective laws often go counter to man’s desires. ” Along with the development of the information
society, no other signs have ever spread so widely as the signs of non — smokings , most well —
known and most recognized in the world. In my observation, some people have tried their utmost
over the years to push the tobacco control campaign into an anti — smoking campaign. They regard
the tobacco as snakes and wild beasts to be wiped out. In fact, the tobacco industry is facing the
fierce challenges as compared to “the rising wind forebodes a coming storm”.

In October 2001, I was interviewed on tobacco controls and tobacco bans by a media. I stated
clearly that joining the WTO and supporting the initiation of WHO FCTC can promote China’s social
development. For the tobacco industry, the most immediate challenges are from markets and from the
government systems. From the position of tobacco economy, WTO is the rule of trade, and the FCTC
is the rule of survival. Based on a number of researches on the history of the tobacco economy and
global tobacco control, I consider there is no necessity for the tobacco industry to be pessimistic, but
to be optimistic, cautions are needed.

1 wrote a preface for the “ Three Pagodas Pen Pals” 15 years ago that “though the tide of tobac-
co control is surging, I still believe even if there were no smokers in the world, the tobacco would
continue to serve humans in other forms. ”

Furthermore, I also proposed that “tobacco control is a good deed, but a tobacco ban is impossi-
ble” in the book “China’s tobacco industry and FCTC”. However, the world keeps changing, and so
do minds. Now I would like to modify that opinion positively to be “ Tobacco control is a good deed
but a tobacco ban is a thousand times no.” The tobacco cannot be eliminated under any circumstances.

“The river keeps flowing eastward despite of the block of mountains,”.

According to the guidelines of the United Nations’ “ Universal Declaration of Human Rights”
and the “International Convention on Civil and Political Rights”, adult smokers have their basic
rights to smoke and to be respected. Therefore, it can be predicted that no countries no govern-
ments, nor organizations may lay a ban that smoking is totally prohibited from one day, one month,
or one year on. Thus a tobacco ban is impossible.

“Cold — eyed 1 survey the world beyond seas. A hot wind spatters raindrops on the sky — broo-
ded waters. ”

There is a population of 6. 5 billion in the world. According to the WHO’s survey and its pub-

lished statistics, more than 1 billion of them are smokers. Consequently, such a huge smoking popu-
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lation should certainly create a huge market.

In accordance with the economic principle, “the demand decides the supply”, it is extremely
difficult to ban the tobacco. From developed countries to developing countries, from cities to country
sides, from rich to poor areas, any places where, as long as the tobacco can grow, the people view
tobacco planting as their hope to get rid of poverty, and the local governments regard it as the main
source of taxation. Besides, cigarettes are favorably treated as their soul mates when people feel lonely
and the stimulus to light their thinking for intellectuals. The tobacco industry is a legal industry and so
are its products. Moreover, smoking and anti — smoking issues have gone hand in hand for hundred
years and so, the issue of Smoking and Health will continue to be a permanent topic in the future.

“The duck knows in advance when the river turns warm in the Spring”. Many people may con-
sider the tobacco industry as a sunset industry as described by an old Chinese verse “Deeply I sign
for fade flowers falling in vain”. Nevertheless, the reality is that the tobacco industry reaches the
golden ripe season as in a Chinese verse “Vaguely I seem to know the swallow comes again”.

To bring the tobacco industry of the whole world into view, it will witness a long time increas-
ingly growing with expansion of the world’s population.

“A gust of wind suddenly ripples the springs”. It is reported that high contents of protein and
elements of significant medical value have been discovered from the tobacco. In addition, it has been
found as a plant from which energy may be extracted. Therefore, the writer is confident that the to-
bacco, a gift from the nature, will still exert a great deal of value to benefit human beings even if the
whole world would give it up in the end.

“We have no fear of clouds that may block our view for the time being as we are already at the
top of the height”. All those on — going histories and facts that compose the history can prove it.

There is a saying, “Were nature sentimental , it would grow old; the biggest rule in the world is
time ’

Time will prove all. “A tobacco ban is impossible” as a conclusion, its validity can be tested
as well. Let us wait and see.

“Falling leaves swirl and twirl all around in the boundless forest, on the endlessYangtze River,
rolling waves crash and splash all along”. From my point of view, “tobacco control is a good deed,
but a tobacco ban is one thousand times no”. Going along with the existence of tobauo productior,
tobacco control will be a long — standing problem.

As Marx put in “Das Kapital” , from a physiological point of view, whether such products as
the tobacco are necessary consuming material or not is too trivial to be ignored so long as it is a nec-
essary consuming material resulting from customs. ”

With years of research on tobacco economy and tobacco controls, I have proposed a number of
viewpoints, such as “the decline of tobacco consumption in developed countries, but a slight in-

“

crease in developing countries and continuous growth in less developed countries”, “it is unfair to
arbitrarily block tobacco. As a legal product, the tobacco should have a legitimate means of its pub-
licity”. In addition, some estimates are ‘offered, such as “tobacco itself, as a kind of staple crop
given as a gift by the nature, has a great deal value to benefit humans even if there were no smokers

in the world” , “There is no necessity for the tobacco industry to be pessimistic, but to be optimis-
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tic, cautions are needed.

The mission of the tobacco industry has no end and the revolution of tobacco is coming”. I have
great expectations for the tobacco industry to advance scientific technologies to remove the harm from
tobacco and to benefit humans. It is not just the tobacco business community’s aspiration, but also
the evangel for all mankind.

Having looked back the history, reviewed the current reality and opportunities for tobacco in-
dustry, the tobacco production is far from its end. Tobacco production and supply will continue to
grow. It is not the end of tobacco’s life but its revolution is coming.

This “Global Tobacco Control Outlook” includes this preamble, “The report of Global Tobacco
Control Outlook™ , outlook reports on 182 countries’ and 18 observations. Compared with preceding
books, the “Global Tobacco Control Outlook” has its own characteristics. Firstly, it consists of re-
search and translated works, which achieves an ideal combination of theories and realities. It embod-
ies with a wide collection of information and a far — reaching vision based on logical analysis. Sec-
ondly, due to the extensive data collection, analysis, and abundant materials, a substantial founda-
tion to global tobacco control outlook and observations is laid. According to the tobacco control out-
look in 182 countries and their implementations of FCTC, the conclusion can be drawn: few coun-
tries abide by FCTC strictly; most countries hold loose or random policies and some other countries
do not seriously practice the rules though the provisions are introduced into their own laws. The au-
thor thinks whatever most tobacco producers or their governments are doing or claiming is simply like
raising the right hand to call for economic growth, but raising the left hand at the same time to call
for tobacco controls. Therefore, this book aims to analyze the current situation of global tobacco —
control. Based on objective thought and estimates of the tobacco industry’s development and transfor-
mation, a great number of observations and inspirations are achieved, such as the progress of global
tobacco — control campaigns and perspectives on tobacco economy. Certainly, tobacco — control is
historical, various, complicated, gradual and on — going process. Meanwhile, tobacco also can not
be banned or eliminated. This viewpoint would be accepted by a majority of the world.

The essence of science is criticism as the essence of communication lies in questioning query.
As I know, the publication of an article or a book may cause disputes, queries, and even criticisms.
It usually proves that our readers give attention to the authors’ words and behaviors. My team and 1
sincerely welcome and await your criticisms. We are open to any criticisms out of kindness. For
those people who may launch malicious attacks or institutions that are supported by loaded dollars
and arrogant foreigners, we would like to continue to express the scientific, rational and objective
viewpoints. For voices from different quarters, we always persist in “ defending to the death your
right to speak, although I disapprove of what you say. ” We firmly believe any speaker has nothing to
be afraid of. The sky won’t fall down.

Finally, as the chief editor, I intend to make the particular statement that the viewpoints ex-

pressed in this book may not represent the views of the organizations for which the authors serve.

November 2010
Wenxiang Studio, Green Lake, Kunming
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