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GENERAL PREFACE

'With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picture Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its

publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been

awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.
Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding
is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that
readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fables. The set of books is the second in the series
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope you like it.

A fable is a short story meant to teach a moral lesson. It can
let people know how to live and avoid detours and setbacks. It has a
favourable reception among little friends for its short length, profound
lessons, lively stories, varied and specific figures and succinct language;
and what is more, it is also a helpful teaching material offered to parents.

The set selects three hundred and sixty-eight world fables including
seventy-seven fables by Chinese writers, and consists of more than 3,300
pictures. It is collected in ten volumes.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature and the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
président of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and English. It serves as a
good reading material for English learners. To ensure the accuracy
and standardization of the translation in the set, we have invited Miss
Elizabeth Wilson from Bowling Green State University, Ohio State of the
United states to be the general editor of the translations. For her hard

work, we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011



B X

CONTENTS

EZRHF N
EZ 51 /7
BRFEBIE N2
=%8/16
TEFTERRREK /21
B¥ 5% /26
FATFAMRE /31
LEIEHEE /36
BRFERE /42
LT /47

B /54
FIGAEE /59
BILEYE F#£ /63
ESE=FE#% /67
Bz /72
FeARK /76
oA G AL % 3E /80

“EEMFREZTE /84
RTRENHTRTF /89

B T—ABA /93
FHEESHRHR /98
E4EFEEE /101

BNILFES M= /106
HEMEG /110
44 N2

% /125

Fr i 130
AHbARRT /138
A4 /150

E /156
FRHIR /163
Wk5 /168
REER 172
KSR /177
RER /181



Brahmans and a Lion /1

A Brahman and a Snake /7

A Monkey and a Sea Monster /12

Three Fishes /16

The Brahmani and the Wrongly Killed
Egyptian Mongoose /21

An Egret and a Crab /26

Lice and a Bedbug /31

A Story of a Camel /36

A Monkey and a King /42

Whose Son Is Better /47

The Blue Jackal /54

Judge Wild Cat /59

Hanging the Camel Upstairs /63

A Wealthy Man Built a Three-storied
House /67

Taking Salt Only /72

Losing a Spittoon on a Boat /76

Changing Agalloch Eaglewood into
Charcoal to Sell /80

200 Li Renamed 120 Li /84

Killing the Camel before Breaking the
Jar /89

A Ship of People Drowned /93

Water Sugarcane with Its Juice /98

A Doctor and a Stupid King /101

Two Sons Shared Property Equally /106
Five Hundred Poisonous Pancakes /110
The Store-up Milk /121

Destroying the Garden /125

Working Shoulder to Shoulder /130
The Earth Collapsed /138

Shadows in a Jar /150

The Evil Rain /156

A Fast Wolf /163

A Two-head Bird /168

Blind Men Touching Elephants /172
War-horses Pulled Mill /177

Asking for Venison /181



T F

BRAHMANS AND A LION

FE. £BHE (&) Selected from “The Five

Volumes” of India

. FHE Adapted by Yin Qichao
BE. E X Translated by Luan Zhi
“E. BEE ' Ilustrated by Zhao Fangting
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Four Brahmans
lived together. Three
of them studied day
and night and was
full of knowledge.
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The other Brah-
man enjoyed the sun-
shine every day and
was very ignorant.
But he was more rea-
sonable than those
three.
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One day,the }

four went travelling
together. On the way,

they agreed to show -

their respecting tal-
ents.
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A skeleton of a
lion was lying across
the road in a mess.
The three knowl-
edgeable men wanted
to bring the dead lion
back to life.
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The first one
was very nimble. He
immediately found
all the scattered
bones and put them
together in a proper
way.
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The second one
had a boundless su-
pernatural power. He
added skin, flesh and
blood to the bones of
the lion in a short mo-
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The third one
had tremendous skill,
and would send vital-
ity into the lion to
bring it back to life.
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“The lion
would eat us if he
was brought back to
life. "The fourth il-
literate Brahmin ad-
vised them to stop.
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The three know-
ledgeable Brahmans
would not listen to -
the intelligent man at

all, but just do what
they wanted.
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When the intel-
ligent man realized
that his advice had no
effect,he escaped by
himself.
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The lion came
back at last. He was
so hungry that he
roaringly ate up the
three knowledgeable
Brahmans.
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A BRAHMAN AND A SNAKE

: EANE (2EH)

: BHE
: BRBET
: MALE

Selected from “The Five
Volumes” of India
Adapted by Yin Qichao
Translated by Chen Xiaojiang
Illustrated by Liu Kongxi
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There was a Br-
ahman who worked
very hard in the fields
over the years. How-
ever, he could hardly
get anything from the
fields.




One day,he saw
a queer-looking snake
on the mound outside
an ant nest. It was

staring at him.
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The

Brahman made a bow

to the snake.

”

God must have

“

come to help me!



