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A Brief Introduction

Xiao Tong (501—531) was a crown prince of the ruling
house of the Liang during the Northern and Southern Dynasty pe-
riod, posthumously named Zhao Ming. Although Xiao Tong’ s po-
litical achievements were few, he oversaw the compilation of many
literary anthologies during his reign, contributing greatly to the
preservation and transmission of Chinese culture. His most famous
work is Wen Xuan, “Literary Selections” , which is China’ s earli-
est extant anthology of poetry and prose. Wen Xuan, a work of
great literary value is an important document in the study of the
literature of the Qin, Han, Wei, Jin, and Six Dynasties periods.

The current study describes in detail Xiao Tong’ s career,
thought, creations and his organization of scholars to compile an-
thologies, especially his contributions in compiling Wen Xuan.
This study also provides a comprehensive and detailed discussion

of the effect of Xiao Tong’ s father, Xiao Yan and the Xiao family
on the politics and culture of the Southern Dynasty.
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