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Passage 1

The Rich and the Poor

One afternoon, a rich man walks on a road. He sees two
men. They are eating grass by the roadside. So he looks at
them and asks one man, “Excuse me, why are you eating
grass?”

“We don’t have food to eat, we are poor.” The man
answers.

“Oh, come to my home please.” The rich man says.

“But, | have a wife and two children!” The poor man
says.

“Bring them along. And you, come to my home too!”
the rich man says to the other man.

“But I have a wife with six children!” the other man
says.

“Bring them along too.”

They all come to the rich man’s home. One of the poor
men says to the rich man, “You are so kind. Thank you very
much!” The rich man answers, “No, you don’t understand,
the grass at my home is two meters tall!”
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1. walk [wa:k] vi. i, AT

2. grass [gra:s] n. 7. They are eating grass by the roadside. 1t
WSR2 SVL7AN

3. bring [brin] vt. Zk, kK.

4. along [3on] adv. —i# . Bring them along. i fthfi]—#g %k .

5. understand [Anda'stend] vt. 575, Ff#. ] : Do you un-
derstand? {RELF 17052
6. meter ['mi:ta] n. K. two meters tall YK .

Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. When does the rich man walk on a road?

A. In the morning. B. In the afternoon.

C. In the evening. D. On Sunday.
2. Two men are eating grass, because .

A. they like grass. B. they are very rich.

C. they are very poor. D. the rich man asks them to eat grass.
3. How many people are there in the other man’s family?

A. There are three. B. There are seven.

C. There are four. C. There are eight.
4. How many people does the rich man take to his home?

A. There are ten. B. There are two.

C. There are thirteen.  D. There are twelve.
5. Why does the rich man bring them to his home?
A. Because he is very rich.
B. Because he wants to give them some food.
C. Because he likes them.
D.Because he wants them to eat the grass at his home.
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Passage 2

Bill Is Very Rude

Bill is in Victor’s house and he is sitting down. He is
leaning back and putting his feet on the table. Bill is very
rude.

Victor: Would you mind taking your feet off the table,
Bill?

Bill: Not at all. But [ am very comfortable now.

Victor: Do you put your feet on your own table?

Bill: No. I never do that.

Victor: Why not?

Bill: I don’t want to mark my table of course.

Victor: Well, will you please avoid marking mine?

Bill: I’'m sorry. But you are going to buy a new table
soon.

Victor: I hope to buy a new table, but I have to sell my
old one first.

Bill: Would you please tell me how much you want for
it?

Victor: How much do you think it’s worth?
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Bill: Not much. It’s badly marked. I’'ll give you ten
dollars for it.

. lean back: [1] J7 {II5E .

. put his feet on the table: AT 5 1 L.

.rude [ru:d] a. &1, &AL,

. would you mind: /R 257t & -

. take one’s feet off the table: U I M 5 F L5 K.
.notatall: — 7 JLtA

. to mark one’s table: fE& [ ¥IIE,

. avoid [3'void] vt. B4 .

. how much you want for it: /REHE &L £ DE.

10. How much do you think it’s worth? {RHfF & {H 2 DE?
11. It’s badly marked. ‘& .8 RITFIRITE T .

O 00 N N LB W N —

Answer the following questions:

1. Is Bill in his own house?

2. Where is Bill putting his feet?

3. What does Victor want to do before he buys a new table?
4. How much will Bill pay for the old table?

5. What do you think of Bill?
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Passage 3

A Lesson to Learn

John is the only son of a rich American businessman.
Usually the chauffeur takes him to school in his father’s beau-
tiful car, before the chauffeur takes John’s father to his of-
fice. But tomorrow morning his father is going to the airport
early, so he will need the car.

“Well, how will I get to school if you need your car and
Mummy is still in bed?” John asks. His father think this is a
good opportunity to teach him a lesson about how hard life
is for the less fortunate people of the world, so he answers,
“You’ll go in the same way as every other child in the world

goes — inataxi.”

1. chauffeur [‘faufa] n. @ Hl.
2. airport ['€3pd:t] n. Hl3%.
3. opportunity [opa'tju:niti] n. #L2 .

4. fortunate ['f2:tfanit] a. SEI=f,
5. taxi ['t&ksi] n. HFHK S
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Choose the right answer for each blank:
1. John goes to school by every morning.
A. bus B. foot
C. his father’s car D. bike
2.Because  , John can’t go to school in his father’s car tomor-
row.
A. the car has something wrong
B. the chauffeur is ill.
C. his father is going to the airport
D. his father wants to teach him a lesson.
3. John will probably go to school ~ tomorrow.
A. by foot B. by bike
C. in a train D. in a taxi.
[1. Answer the following questions:
1. How does John go to school every morning?
2. What does his father tell him one day?
3. Why does John's father want John to go to school in taxi?
4. What is the point of the story?
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Passage 4

Noise Pollution

In today’s world, almost everyone knows air pollution
and water pollution. But not all the persons know that noise
is also a kind of pollution. In fact, noise pollution is harmful
to human health, too.

People usually have poorer hearing if they work and live
under noisy conditions. Recently many teenagers in Ameri-
can can hear no better than 65-year-old people, for these
people like to listen to pop music and most of the music is a
kind of noise. Many people living near airports become deaf.
Noise produced by jet-planes or machines will make people’s
life difficult and unpleasant, or even make people ill, or even
drive them mad.

Nowadays the governments of many countries are try-
ing to solve not only air and water pollution problems but

also noise pollution problems.

1. pollution [pa'lu:fan] n. 75 %%
2. harmful [ha:mful] a. 5.
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3. condition [kan'difan] n. 157 .

4. teenager ['ti:nid33] n. | JLE K& D,
5. deaf [def] a. #f].

6. produce [pro'dju:s] vt. Hilid .

7. mad [mad] a. JKIEH].

P o P

Choose the right answer for each blank:

1. 1s a kind of pollution.

A. Water B. Air

C. Noise D. Pop music
2. usually have poor hearing.

A. People listening to music
B. People living near airports
C. People walk in the street
D. People living in foreign countries
3. The government of many countries are trying to solve
A. water pollution B. air pollution

C. noise pollution D. all of the above
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Passage 5

Schools in the U.S.A

In the United States, boys and girls start school when
they are five years old. In some states they must stay in school
until they are sixteen. Most students are seventeen or eigh-
teen years old when they graduate from secondary school.
Another name for secondary school is high school.

Most children go to public elementary and secondary
school. The parents of public school do not have to pay for
their children’s education. If a child attends a private school,
his parents pay the school for the child’s education.

Today about half of high school graduates go to col-
leges and universities. A student at a state university does
not have to pay very much if his parents live in that state.
Private colleges and universities are expensive. Almost half
of the college students in the United States work while they
are studying. When a student’s family is not rich, he has to

earn money for part of his college expensive.



