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1 Selected Addresses of Bill Clinton

‘Restore the American dream
October, 1991

Thank you all for being here today,
for your friendship and support, for
giving me the opportunity to serve as your

Governor for 11 years, for filling my life

full of blessings beyond anything I ever

deserved.

I want to thank especially Hillary and Chelsea for taking this big
step in our life’s journey together. Hillary, for being my wife, my
friend, and my partner in our efforts to build a better future for the
children and families of Arkansas and America. Chelsea, in ways she
is only now coming to understand, has been our constant joy and
reminder ($2EEfJ A B #) of what our public efforts are really all
about: a better life for all who will work for it, a bett‘er future for
the next generation.

All of you, in different ways, have brought me here today, to

step beyond a life and a job I love, to make a commitment (7&iZ) to

a larger cause; Preserving the American Dream ... Restoring the
hopes of the forgotten middle class. .. Reclaiming (k& , F4) the
future for our children.I refuse to be part of a generation that
celebrates the death of Communism abroad with the loss of the
American Dream at home.

I refuse to be part of a generation that fails to compete in the
global economy and so condemns (%) hard-working Americans to a

life of struggle without reward or security.
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. Selected Addresses of Bill Clinton

That is why I stand here today. .. because I refuse to stand by
and let our children become part of the first generation to do worse
than their parents. I don’t want my child or your child to be part of a
country that’s coming apart instead of coming together.

Over 25 years ago, 1 had a professor at Georgetown who taught
me that America was the greatest country in history because our
people believed in and acted on two simple ideas: first, that the
future can be better than the present; and second, that each of us
has a personal, moral responsibility to make it so.

That fundamental truth has guided my public career, and brings
me here today. It is what we’ve devoted ourselves to here in Arkansas.
I'm proud of what we've done here in Arkansas together. Pfoud of
the work we’ve done to become a laboratory of democracy (¥, B
FH %) and innovation (B]¥7) . And proud that we've done it
without giving up the things we cherish and honor most about our
way of life. Solid, middle-class values of work, Will, family,
individual responsibility, and community.

As I've traveled across our state, I've found that everything we
believe in, everything we've fought for, is threatened by an |
administration (JTEEB[]) that refuses to take care of our own, has
turned its back on the middle class, and is afraid to change while the
world is changing.

The historic events in the Soviet Union (FHBE) in recent months

teach us an important lesson; National security begins at home. For
the Soviet Empire never lost to us on the field of battle. Their system
rotted (JELE. D from the inside out, from economic, political

and spiritual failure.
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1 applaud the President’s recent initiative in reducing nuclear
weapons. It is an important beginning. But make no mistake-the end
of the Cold War is not the end of threats to America. The world is
still a dangerous and uncertain place. The first and most solemn (JE
=) obligation of the president is to keep America strong and safe
from foreign dangers, and promote democracy around the world.

But we cannot build a safe and secure world unless we can first
make America strong at home. It is our ability to take care of our own
at home that gives us the strength to stand up for (&¥#¢, #{F)
what we believe around the world.

As governor for 11 years, working to preserve and create jobs
in a global economy, I know our competition for the future is
Germany and the rest of Europe, Japan and the rest of Asia. And I
know that we are losing America’s leadership in the world because
we’'re losing the American dream right here at home.

Middle class people are spending more hours on the job,
spending less time with their children, bringing home a smaller
paycheck (¥ 7K) to pay more for health care (T4 f&{#) and
housing and education. Qur streets are meaner, our families are
broken, our health care is the costliest in the world and we get less
for it.

The country is headed in the wrong direction fast, slipping
behind, losing our way...and all we have out of Washington is
status quo (PR ) paralysis. No vision, no action. Just neglect,
selfishness, and division.

For 12 years, the Republicans (F£#13E A) have tried to divide

us-race against race-so we get mad at each other and not at them,
They want us to look at each other across a racial divide so we don’t

turn and look to the White House and ask, why are all of our incomes
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going down, why are all of us losing jobs? Why are we losing our
future?

Where [ come from we know about race-baiting (Ff %8 % ).
They’'ve used it to divide us for years. I know this tactic well and I'm
not going to let them get away with ({ESERLT) it.

For 12 yearé, the Republicans have talked about choice without
really believing in it. George Bush says he wants school choice even if
it bankrupts the public schools, and yet he’s more than willing to
make it a crime for the women of America to exercise their individual
right to choose.

For 12 years, the Republicans have been telling us that

America’s problems aren’t their problem. They washed their hands of

" responsibility for the economy and education and health care and

social policy and turned it over to fifty states and a thousand points of

light (FH &), Well, here in Arkansas we've done our best

to create jobs and educate our people. And each of us has tried to be
one of those thousand points of light. But I can tell you, where there
is no national vision, no national partnership, no national leadership,
a thousand points of light leaves a lot of darkness.

We must provide the answers. .. the solutions. And we will.
We're going to turn this country around and get it moving again, and
we’re going to fight for the hard-working middle-class families of
America for a change.

Make no mistake-this election is about change: in our party, in

our national leadership, and in our country.

@ athousand points of light: 7 &AW dEA AR, WHBFRBE N AEEH
A RE ALK,
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And we’re not going to get positive change just by Bush-bashing
(FEHF) . We have to do a better job of the old-fashioned work of
confronting the real problems of real people and pointing the way to a
better future. That is our challenge in 1992.

Today, as we stand on the threshold of (fE------ BIFFH) a new

era, a new millennium, I believe we need a new kind of leadership,

leadership committed to change. Leadership not mired in the politics
of the past, not limited by old ideologies (BRI X, BHAEE
) ... Proven leadership that knows how to reinvent government to
help solve the real problem of real people.

That is why today I am declaring my candidacy for President of
the United States. Together I believe we can provide leadership that
will restore the American dream-that will fight for the forgotten
middle class-that will provide more opportunity, Insist on more
responsibility and create a greater sense of community for this great
country.

The change we must make isn’t liberal or conservative. It’s
both, and it’s different. The small towns and main streets of
America aren’t like the corridors (3 JBE) and backrooms of
Washington. People out here don’t care about the idle rhetoric of
“left” and “right” and “liberal” and “conservative” and all the other
words that have made our politics a substitute ({¥C#, B{t) for
action. These families are crying out (KA #4&) desperately for
someone who believes the promise of America is to help them with
their struggle to get ahead, to offer them a green light instead of a
pink slip (f#/R#EAF).

This must be a campaign of ideas, not slogans. We don’t need
another President who doesn’t know what he wants to do for America,

TI'm going to tell you in plain language what I intend to do as President.



