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PREFACE

In the history of architecture, the formation of architectural styles are closely in relate with society,
economy, culture and other historical background which has gone through a long developing
process. Villa, as one of the architectural type has developed synchronizingly with history of the
world's architectural development. They both have developed for a long time. A lot of significant villa
styles which developed in the past have an influence on today's villas.

With the development of human civilization, occident villas had experienced many changes which
trigged the formation of various villa styles. For example, French Gothic villa style was formed
at the end of the 11th century which was influenced by French Gothic architectures. In the 14th-
16th century, Renaissance movement happen at Italy. This revolution was later spreaded to other
countries which create Renaissance villa style. During classical revival period at the end of the 18th
century to the beginning of the 19th century, villas draw inspiration from the European countries.
Many Renaissance villas were built by using expensive materials. In England's Victorian era in the
mid-19th century, many colourful Victorian villas were born. In the particular context of industrial
development in late 19th century, in order to prevent traditional architecture and traditional Arts
and Crafts from being affected by industry revolution, the Arts and Crafts Movement was launched
through architecture and product designing. American architect Frank Lloyd Wright developed his
"organicism" principles as he began to design "Prairie” style houses with low horizontal lines and
open interior spaces. As history developed to late 19th century and early 20th century, the industry
had grown toward prosperity. As a result, the traditional structure and aesthetic system of western
architecture has undergone essential changes. Their designing was to focus on technology and
function, instead of aesthetics. This gives rise to the Modernism architecture styles, which mature
quickly and spread to the world. After the 1970's, "Modernism Architecture’ alternately replaced by
‘Post-modernism architecture', 'Deconstruction Architecture’, and 'Neo modernism architecture’.
These styles have been keeping replaced by different styles even till today which have create diversity
of today's villas.

By looking at the history of villa development, villas enhancement has depended on human
development from primitive simple Shelter to today's different style villas. These colourful, various
types of villa styles which serve-as the architecture historical evidences show the beauty of history.
This gives people the meaning of beauty. Therefore, following the "Top Villa Appearance 1", we again
selected more than 200 villas in this book. Some villas will be able to introduce subtypes from these
villa styles. We are hoping to provide designers some ideas which help create new architectural villa
styles with Chinese characteristics. This book can also help people who love architectural arts obtain
more knowledge about it.

The formation and development of a villa style is the process of mutual influence, borrowing, and
integration. Because of different cultural and historical background, a villa style has not only its own
characteristics but also some features of other villa style. Therefore, to accurately define these villas
are very difficult. We can grasp the general aspects. As a result, some mistakes may be made in the
describing of classification and the text. Try to be understanding. Our colleagues, Peter Chung and
Herve Tardif have supported this book by providing information and advises. I hereby express my

sincere thanks.

Lina Tang
Guoping Yang
Jan, 2011
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The European villa styles don't refer to the special styles in the Europe countries. It blends these styles’ characteristic features from
different countries and regions in Europe, and has formed exterior features of the villas called European style. European style villas
present a touch of elegance and refined look with rich ornamental details that present various culture features from European
cultures. These styles have played very important roles in architectural developing process and are still affecting the developing of
the villa in the world. And the Renaissance style, the French Second Empire and the chateau style, the British Tudor style are the most
representative styles.

The Renaissance style refers to the villa style which was formed Renaissance in Europe during the 14th - 16th centuries. Renaissance
style is based on the architecture of 16th-century Renaissance Italy and France, with additional elements from Ancient Greek and
Roman architecture. The Renaissance style villas have some common characteristics such as: balanced, symmetrical facade; finely-cut
ashlar, or smooth stucco finish; low-pitched hip or mansard roof; roof topped with balustrade; wide eaves with large brackets; arch
doors and wedge-shaped stones.

The Second Empire style took its inspiration from French architecture with mansard roofs. It is similar to the opulent architecture of
Paris during the reign of Napoleon III. The most distinguishing characteristic of the style is the mansard roof and wrought iron cresting
which creates a sense of height. Second Empire houses has not only a square shape but also mansard roofs. It also has the following
characteristics: dormer windows project from roof and surrounding elaborate decoration; wrought iron cresting above upper cornice;
details on eaves, balcony, tall windows; U-shaped window crowns; small entry porch and paired columns.

French chateau style was formed based on the French original villas during the 18th century and rarely chateaus and conical roofs

were added. Their appearances look like chateau manors whose mainly characteristics were: elaborate decorative elements and castles
provide a series of visual focal points; asymmetrical plan; curve arches, soft lines, stone or brick wall finish; dormer windows project
from roof; entrance porch with rich decorations. These features create a unique French chateau-style villa.

In the 16th-century, English Tudor styles evolved from many medieval architecture features during the Tudor Dynasty in England.
Some Tudor Revival houses mimic humble medieval cottages. They may even include a false thatched roof. These villas have dignified
and plain look. They became very popular with heavy, ornate chimneys and chimney pots, decorative timber frame in Europe and
many parts of the world. Tudor style villas have characteristics as follows: appear Medieval and rustic; steep rooflines; decorative half-
timbering; cross-gabled; tall, narrow windows in bands; over-scaled chimneys with decorative brickwork and chimney pots.
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