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A Brief Introduction

This book is a critical study of Du Guangting (850 ~933) |
a renowned Taoist leader of the late Tang and Five Dynasties.
Through an extensive commentary on Daodejing and the history
of Taoism, Du has conducted a comprehensive and systematic
research into Taoist philosophy, religious ritual and practice,
Taoist belief in immortality as well as the origin and development
of Taoist theory. On the basis of Laoxue developed auﬁng the
Han and Tang Dynasties, Du integrates methodologies of meta-
physics, Confucianism and Buddhism into his Taoist study of the
universe, society and human beings, opening up a new direction
for the development of Taoism. Epitomizing the thought of Tao-
ism in Tang Dynasty, Du picneers the evolution of Taoism in
Song and Yuan Dynasties, and his thoughts play an important
role in the -transformation of Taocism inthe Tang and Song peri-
ods. Contextualized in the academic debates in contemporary Ta-
oist studies, this book attempts a number of viewpoints to look at

the many issues debated.
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