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PART ONE - 1

Rushmore National Monument

The well-known Rushmore National Monument ‘in the United
States is erected on the Rush Moore Peak, 1829 meters above sea level,
of the Black Hills in the south-west of South Dakota. It is a group of
huge stone statues of four American presidents, George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. President
Washington is the founding father of the country; the 3rd President
Jefferson drafted the US Declaration of Independence; the 16th President
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation and the 26th President
Roosevelt protected the average people’s right to compete fairly with
trusts. All the four presidents made outstanding achievements for their

country. They were pioneers of US history.

(1) The stone statues of presidents were built at the suggestion of an
historian in the State of Dakota, with a view to carrying forward the US

pioneering spirit everlastingly. The famed artist Gutzon Borglum, a naturalized
Danish American, made the design and was in charge of the project of historic
significance. It was the 30th President Calvin Coolidge who announced in 1927
the start of the stone work. But before the work done, the sculptor passed away
when he was 73 years of age. He was then succeeded by his son, and it was not
until 1941 that the National Monument was put up.

(2) As the stone statues were rather enormous, technology of

directional blasting was resorted to in the main. Explosives were used to

blow up the peak into models first, and then the stonemasons carved them
into statues with tools. The broken stones weighed about four hundred
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