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A Brief Introduction

With the emphasis on the ideology, the book presents a com-
prehensive appraisal of Liu An,the Huai Nan king of the Western
Han Dynasty. The author holds that Liu An is a “tragic figure” in
a historical turning period. Liu An lived around the time when the
Emperor Wu Di succeeded to the throne and great changes took
place in economy, politics and culture. He harboured a desire to
revenge since childhood ,but wished in his early days to “Conquer
the world by his literary talent”. This was clearly reflected in his
book Huai Nan Zi, the purport of which is close to the doctrine of
Lao Zi and Huang Di conforming to the rulers of early Western
Han Dynasty who advocated the schools of Huang Di and Lao Zi.
Later on, Emperor Wu Di’s measures to centralize the state power
intensified the contradiction between them. Unwilling to resign
himself to being ruled by, Liu An stood up to rebel. Besides, the
book strongly holds that Huat Nan Zi by Liu An, being a collec-
tion of various ancient thoughts and a harbinger of latter day’s
learning, will be handed down to posterity as a monumental work.
Huai Nan Zi, giving priority to Taoism and sharing many other
schools of thought such as Confucianism, Legalists and Yin and
Yang, became the representative work in the turning period in
Han Dynasty from “Wu Wei” ( governing through passivity) to
“You Wei” (governing with positive measures). Readers of this
book can also find a deep analysis on how Huai Nan Zi inherited
and developed the theories of the forerunners in the fields of phi-
losophy, politics, economy, military affairs, literature, science
and technology. Also, the author points out its influence on the

posterity, and the lessons we can draw from.



