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Dear Reader,

| wrote The Tale of Despereaux because my best friend's
son asked me for the story of an unlikely hero ‘with
exceptionally large ears. Despereaux seemed to me to be the
most unlikely hero imaginable: small, frightened, different.
Can you imagine, then, what a thriil it is for me to be writing
you this letter? My small mouse, my tiny hero, has travelled
thousands of miles and come to rest safely in your hands. It is
another triumph for him (and me), to be able to tell you his
story, when you live so far away. | send you warm greetings
and happy reading and the fervent hope that you will féll in

love with Despereaux, too.

Your friend

Kate
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