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SUMMARY

Based on long term field study, this book explores the history of migra-
tion and dispersal of the Amis in eastern Taiwan, especially in the counties
of Hualien and Taidung. By in-depth interviews with key informants in each
village, information for most Amis communities has been accumulated in
details.

Chapter One provides a portrait of Amis' population groupings and the
distribution and locations of each settlement and community. Chapter Two
discusses theories on the origin and dispersal of Taiwan aborigines. In this
chapter the authors use genetic and cultural data and reach a conclusion a-
gainst the so-called "Taiwan homeland" hypothesis as suggested by some
linguists and archeologists. Instead, the authors considered Taiwan as one
of the immigration terminals for ancient Austronesians. The authors sug-
gested a norghward migration for such Taiwan aborigines as Amis, Puyuma
, and/or Paiwan from Southeast islands. It was hypothesized that a small
group of ancient Amis landed on ghe eastern coast of Taiwan probably four
to five thousand years ago. Some people of this group resided around Cilan-
gasan (or conventionally called Vakong Mountain near Vakong, Hualien
County ) for some time. Descendants of this group then moved northward
to the vicinity of contemporary Hualien City and formed today's Nan-shih
group. Some others of this group also dispersed in Hualien-Taidung valley'
s, gradually forming the so-called Hsiu-ku-luan group and then distributed
along the coast of Taitung Prefecture and formed the Coastal group. Still an-
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other group of Amis stepped their footprints onto Taiwan at Arapanay--a
place near Ciben of Taitung--and moved northward into Taidung Plain and
became the Ma-lan group. All these subgroups interacted with each other
and/or with other Austronesian tribe (such as the Paiwan) , and consequen-
tly formed more or less diversified subgroups. To clarify the relationships
between the subgroups, future studies are recommended to focus on DNA
analysis of ancient aborigines.

Chapters 3 through 6 provide a more or less detailed information on the
history of Amis villages in each subgroup. Chapter 3 deals with the Nan-
shih group. chapter 4 with the Hsiu-ku-luan, Chapter 5 with the Coastal,
and Chapter 6 with the Ma-lan and Hen-chun groups. It has been indicated
that the villages of Cikaswan of Nan-shih,Vataan, Tafalon, Parisan, and
Kiwit of Hsiu-ku-luan, and Malan of Malan subgroup are among all villages
the most archaic. The last chapter gives a brief introduction to Taiwan abor-

igines' urban migration within the past three decades.
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