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Sylph Etherege

[ P PR S AR S

On a bright summer evening, two persons stood
among the bushes of a garden, secretly watching a
young girl who sat in the window-seat of a neigh-
boring home. One of these unseen observers, a-gen-
tleman, was youthful, and had an air of being of
good family, and the face of a thinker. He was not

otherwise handsome in appearance. His face wore a-

threatening, though somewhat satisfied expression,
while he pointed his long finger at the girl, and
seemed to regard her as a creature completely within
his influence. '

“The trick works!” said he, in'a low whisper.

“Do you know, Edward Hamilton—since so you
choose to be named—do you know,” said the lady
beside him, “that I am almost prepared to tell the
truth at once? What if the lesson should prove too
hard! True, if my ward could be thus laughed out
of her foolish nonsense, she might be the better for
it through life. But then, she is such a delicate crea-
ture! And besides, are you not ruining your own
chance by putting forward this shadow of another
person?” '

“But will he not disappear into thin air, when I so
command?” replied Edward Hamilton. “Let the
trick work!”
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The girl’s thin and sylph-like figure was colored
with light from the sunset clouds, surrounded by
rich, silken curtains, and set within the deep frame
of the window. It was a perfect picture. Though her
- occypation excited much interest in the two observ-
ers, she was merely gazing at 2 miniature which she
held in her hand, framed in white silk and red
leather. There did noet appear to be any other cause
for the evil smile with which Hamilton regarded
her.

“The trick works!” he whispered again. “Our
pretty Sylvia’s lack of interest will be paid for
dearly!”

At this moment the girl raised her eyes. Instead of
a living likeness of the miniature, she beheld the un-
beautiful shape of Edward Hamilton, who now
stepped forth from his hiding piace in the bushes.

Sylvia Etherege was a girl without father and
mother. Till a few months before, she had spent her
life under the care of an unmarried uncle, in whose
home she lived. While yet a child, she had been
promised ‘m marriage to a cousin, also still a child.
Their future marriage had been planned as the
means of uniting two rich families, and had been
agreed upon by the parents on both sides. Edgar
Vaughan, the promised husband, had been raised
from babyhood in Europe. He had never seen the
beautiful girl whom he was to marry. But already,
for several years, letters had been exchanged be-
tween the cousins, A relationship had grown be-
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tween them, though they knew little about each
other's character. '
. Sylvia was gentle, quiet, and fanciful. Her uncle’s

lonely habits had shut her out from the world, even
so much of it as is generally open to maidens of her
age. She had been left to seek friends for herself in
the world of imagination. She conversed with them,
sometimes in the language of dead poets, oftener in
the poetry of her own mind. The companion whom
she most often imagined was the cousin with whom
her earliest thoughts had been connected, She made
an imaginary picture of Edgar Vaughan, and col-
ored it with many bright and delicate perfections.
To this shadow she was lovingly faithful. With its
‘airy presence sitting by her side or walking along
her favorite paths, the loneliness of her young life
was happy. Her heart was satisfied with love, while
its purity was untouched by the earthliness that the
touch of a real lover would have left there. Edgar
‘Vaughan seemed to sense her character. For in his
letters, he gave her a name that was proper to her
delicate character and to the spiritual besuty -of
both her mind and person. Instead of Sylvia, he
called her Sylph—with the authérity of a cousin and
a lover—his dear Sylph Etherege.

When Sylvia was seventeen, her uncle died, and
she passed under the care of Mrs. Grosvenor, a lady

of wealth and fashion, She was Sylvia’s nearest rela-
tive, though a distant one. While living with Mrs.
Grosvenor’s family, she still kept some of her life-
long habits of loneliness, and drew back from a too
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familiar companionship with those around her. Still,
too, she was faithful to her cousin, or to the shadow
which bore his name.

The time now drew near when Edgar Vaughan,
whose education had been completed by a period of
travel, was to revisit the land of his birth, Edward
Hamilton was a young gentleman who had been
Vaughan’s companion, both in his studies and
travels, He had already recrossed the ocean, bringing
letters to Mrs. Grosvenor and Sylvia Etherege:
These letters earned him a warm welcome. How-
ever, on Sylvia’s part, the welcome was not followed
by personal preference, or even the respect that
seemed due to her cousin’s closest friend. She herself
could have given no cause for these feelings. Hamil-
ton, it is true, was not handsome, especially when
beheld for the first time. Yet, in the eyes of most
people, the lack of good looks was made up by his
fine manners, and by the quick mind which so often
shone through his dark features. Mrs. Grosvenor,
with whom he immediately became a great favorite,
tried to overcome Sylvia’s feeling. But, in this
‘matter, her ward could not be reasoned with. The
presence of Edward Hamilton was sure to make her
cold and distant.

Sylvia’s simplicity made it easy for so sharp an
observer as Hamilton to read her feelings. When-
ever he saw her, a strange smile might be seen to
come over the young man’s face.

A few weeks after Hamilton’s arrival, he pre-
sented to Sylvia Etherege a miniature of her cousin. -



