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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully, His first novel, Clara
Vioughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and s0 more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a3 well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced
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»  There were thiree people in the carriage. Wha were they?
»  What had happened to John Ridd's father?

> Who were Annie and Lizzie”

»  Why did John teach himself to use 4 gun? (Because. )

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
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but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?" he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

1 went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month
There is a month more of school.”
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_ Language Points to Remember
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Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

MIERRT, —PNBIFIBAMBELHE T

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
RERGAHFT T Hul.

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could

not see beyond our horses’ heads.

B ESR, RIS EEEDLAERRA.

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.

BIMEAR=E, FEERHH,

All the lands were owned by these two men, and

each received one half of the money got from

themn.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would come.
BRREFHHRRERNEZT, BRRAHEENT
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§ THE CALL OF THE WILD

Introduction

Jack London

Jack London was born in San Francisco in 1876. He lived for only
forty years, but into those years he packed as much experience
as most men have in seventy. In the last twenty years he wrote
fifty books.

Jack Londan grew up in the poorest part of Oakland,
California. The group of boys he led was often in trouble with
the police, and at the age of seventeen he ran away to sea on
a ship which hunted seals in the cold seas and ice of the north
Pacific Ocean. The terrible experiences of that voyage gave him
the background for a novel written ten years later, The Sea Wolf.

Back on shore, he became a “hobo”, a wanderer without
regular work. That experience, including thirty days in prison,
was so bad that he made up his mind to educate himself for
a better life. He never forgot the other people who were at
the very lowest level (the “abyss”), homeless, and treated as
worthless. They are presented to us with great sympathy in his
People of the Abyss (1903) and The Road (1907).

London took jobs in food-canning factories and other
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I THE CALL OF THE WILD

places of unskilled work to pay his way through high school.
It was a time of unbelievably hard work, recorded in a novel
based on his own life, Martin Eden (1909). His hatred of the way
factory owners treated their unskilled workers is expressed in a
number of his short stories.

In 1897, Jack London joined the “Gold Rush” to the
Klondike in the north-west of Canada. Like most of the 30,000
people who rushed to Dawson and other parts of the Klondike,
he got no gold. But the experience gave him material for many
of his best short stories. We can read them in collections: The
Son of the Wolf (1900), The God of his Fathers (1901), Chifdren
of the Frost {1902), Love of Life (1907) and Smoke Bellew
(1912). Two novels about dogs and wolves in the far north, The
Call of the Wild (1903) and White Fang (1906), are considered
as classics, dealing with the struggle between the old wild
nature and the new civilization in animals, and—as the reader

understands—in human beings.

The Kiondike

Gold was discovered at Rabbit Creek in the Klondike in 1896.
The great gold rush began in 1897. There was gold in some
of the rivers and some was dug out of the ground. By 1910
it was clear that there would be no more lucky “strikes”, and
only a few deep mines continued to work, although some
“prospectors” still search for gold in the wilder parts of Yukon
Territory. Some of the people who joined the first gold rush
became rich through finding gold—more than one hundred
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| THE CALL OF THE WILD

million dollars’ worth was taken from the Klondike—and others
made fortunes from supplying, transporting or even entertain-
ing the miners.

To get to the Klondike was not easy. In winter, sledges and
dog teams followed the “Yukon Trail”. In summer, loads could go -
by the rivers and lakes, but it was necessary to carry goods over
mountain passes and between one lake or river and another.
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