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Who We Are Now?

We have a new president. But fe, too, has a new nation to
lead, one that s changing almost beyond recognition.

By Jon Meacham

The message secemed mixed. It was 3 o’clock on the afternoon of Saturday, Oct. 3,
1965, and President Lynden B. Johnson' had come to the foot of the Statue of Liberty in
New York Harbor to sign the unsexily named Immigration and Nationality Act*. It was
grand and sentimental. There he was, less than a year into a term he’d won in the greatest
landslide over Barry Goldwater, at themythic gateway to America, Robert and Ted
Kennedy® in the audience, the eyes of the press fixed on him in the shadows of the nation’s
most fabled icon of freedom. “QOur beautiful America was built by a nation of strangers,”
Johnson said, reaching for political poetry. “From a hundred places or more they have
poured forth into an empty land, joining and blending in one mighty and irresistible tide.”

But the president was openly ambivalent, too. “The bill that we sign today is not a
revolutionary bill,” he said, defensively, almost as though to reassure the white Americans
that they had nothing to fear. “It does not affect the lives of millions. It will not shape the
structure of our daily lives, or really add importantly to either our wealth or our power.”

To borrow an old line about Winston Churchill*, when Lynden Johnson was right, he
was right, but when he was wrong, well, my God. (see for example, War, Vietnam.) On
reflection, the bill LBJ signed on that October day was one of the most significant of his
momentous presidency, and the virtually forgotten legislation played a key role in creating
the America that made this week’s inauguration of Barack Obama possible.®

Why exhume the long-dead Johnson on the occasion of one of the most engaging
inaugurals since George Washington took the oath at Federal Hall® in New York City in
17897 Because who we are now—a country in which traditional barriers of race and age and
gender are crumbling—flows in many ways from what 1LLBJ did then.” His conflicting
language that October day, meanwhile, underscores the nation’s occasionally wary view of
the changes wrought by immigration. We like to say we love the new, but the familiar,
come to think ofit, is awfully comfortable, too. So which will it be in the coming years:
the America of melting pot, or the America.of resentment? The America of Lincoln’s
better angels, or the America of Nixon’s Silence Majority?®

The answer is almost certain that we will be one or another of these Americas at
different times depending on different circumstances. One reason to think that we might
find ourselves with Lincoln more than with Nixon, though, is that “we” is getting thicker
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to define quickly and easily in terms of race, ethnicity and religion. We the People of 2009
are not We the People of 1959 or 1969 or 1979. And that is because of Lynden Johnson.

There is something quintessentially American about a lumbering white man from
Texas—a complex, gifted and ultimately tragic politician—transforming, however
inadvertently, a largely Anglo-Saxon nation into a country which, in roughly the same
amount of time that separates us from J. F. Kennedy’s inauguration, will have more people
of color than whites.® (The shorthand of this milestone, projected to take place in about
2050, is the arrival of a “majority-minority” country', but if the minorities are actually the
majorities, we should probably find a cleaner linguistic way to talk about the coming
reality.)

Stories about demography tend to be prospective and general, and it is all too easy to
exaggerate this turn in the statistics or that tick in the projections.! But this much is clear
and certain: the nation over which Obama will preside is changing, rapidly, and history is
likely to connect his political rise to the shifting nature of a country that was largely one
thing in the wake of World War II and through the Cold War and into the opening years of
the 21st century, and quite another as the Obama era began.

In the understandable thrill of the inaugural season, all eyes are turned to this single
man, all ears attuned to his voice. Whatever your politics, the election of the 44th
president represents a kind of redemption from the long and tragic history of blacks in
America since the first slaves arrived in Jamestown, Va. in 1619. Ever since, as the
biographer Taylor Branch once wrote, color has defined the American life as it defines
vision itself. 2

Yet the Obama victory is about more than Obama, and about more than black and
white. In a democratic republic like ours (a product, in large part, of Madison’s insight,
Jackson’s energy and Lincoln’s genius), the president is both a maker and a mirror of the
manners and morals of the electorate that has invested him with ultimate authority.’”® We
have not reached the promised land in which race and ethnicity no longer matter; ** history
tells us that racism, tribalism will be always with us. The America of 2009, though, is not
the America that Johnson felt coming into being the year before he spoke at the Statue of
Liberty'. After signing the Civil Right Act of 1964, he told an aide he had just handed
the south to the Republicans for a generation. (If you count a generation as roughly 21
years, he was off the mark, since the rapidly inspired backlash shaped politics for more
than 40 years.)

For the moment—and it could be a very brief moment—the division of voters into us
and them along racial and ethnic lines is at once more difficult and less effective. As the
electorate changes, voters themselves are more likely to come from diverse backgrounds and
live in a world in which diversity is the rule, not the exception. Not every part of the
country is like the Bronx'”, where there is a 90 percent chance that any two people chosen
at random will be of a different race or ethnicity. But there are now Hispanics, for
instance—the country’s fastest growing population—Iliving in practically every county in the
country.

« 2 .



The roots of this new America—for it is quite new—can be traced to our long-running
debate over immigration, a debate Johnson was trying to shape. Immigration boomed in the
first decade of the 20th century, too. Waves came from Italy (1.9 million), Russia (1.5
million). All told, 1910 there were about 13.5 million foreign-born people in the United
States, according to the U.S. census, and 87.9 percent of them were European.

Native Americans, though, thought many of the Europeans who were being admitted
were inferior, and the Immigration Restriction League'® was formed to argue against the
undesirables, most of whom were Southern and Eastern Europeans. In 1909, Sen. Henry
Cabot Lodge proposed a literacy test to restrict the influx of the “Italians, Russians, Poles,
Hungarians, Greeks, and Asiatics.” (Lodge liked “English-speaking [ immigrants | ...
Germans, Scandinavians, and French.”) The test, along with other restrictions, passed in
1917. In the 1920s, amid difficult economic times and fears of communism in the wake of
the Russian revolution, America passed quotas that favored Lodge’s preferred region of
Europe. Jews and Asians were particular targets.

Then, in 1952, Congress passed the McCarran-Walter Act, which essentially made
naturalization colorblind.® In other words, anyone admitted as an immigrant could apply
for citizenship. “By eliminating the whole pattern after that,” says Roger Daniels,
professor emeritus of history at the university of Cincinnati and author of several
authorative books on immigration. “Not a lot of Europeans came immediately after the
1952 act, but many recent immigrants, especially Asians who had been able to naturalize,
were able to become citizens. ”

The 1965 bill was intended to reward the Southern and Eastern Europeans (chiefly the
Italians and the Poles) who had been loyal democrats. It completely abolished national
quotas and allowed naturalized citizens to send for relatives—thus rewarding initiative and
family stability. “Johnson thought that he was getting payback for the things that have been
done to the new immigrants of 1920s, the Italians and the Poles, and he thought this would
> says Daniels. “If this had passed soon after World War 11, when
the Europe was a mess, maybe that would have been true. And if it had not been for the
Iron Curtain®, it would have been something else. But in 1965, immigration from Europe
was down to 10 percent.” Asians, Mexicans and other Latin Americans began flowing in.
Four decades on, Census data estimates that of the nearly 40 million foreign-born people in

the United States, the largest percentages come from Mexico, China, the Philippines,
India and Vietnam.

take care of the them,’

The tension between assimilation and separation is eternal, but there is no doubt that
this flood of immigration and the breaking down of barriers between previously estranged
groups within the country has created a mu¢h more fluid culture than previous generation
(s) might have thought possible.?

The new reality is reflected in the Newsweek Poll%. Sixteen years ago, in the wake of
the recession of 19911992, anti-immigration sentiment ran high, with 60 percent
Americans saying that they thought current immigration to the United States was a bad
thing on the whole, and only 29 percent saying it was a good thing. Now the public is
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evenly divided. 44 percent to 44 percent. The percentage saying there are too many people
coming to America from Africa has dropped 47 percent in 1992 to 21 percent. Closer to
home, public approval of the interracial marriages (like that between Obama’s parents) has
risen significantly in the past decade, from 54 percent in 1995 to 80 percent today. The
percentage of Americans who say they know a mixed-race couple has risen from 58 to 79
percent since 1995, and more than a third (34 percent) say they or a close family member
has married or lived with someone of anther race or who has a very different racial, ethnic
or religious background, including a quarter (24 percent) who say it is specifically an
interracial marriage or live-in relationship®.

By and large, the younger you are, the more assimilated you are in this new tapestry of
daily life. The key cohort is the 75 million-strong generation known as the millennials
(those born roughly between 1980 and 2000). To state the obvious, the experiences of the
younger generation—now voting and beginning their adult lives—are not the experiences of
their parents or of their grandparents. Vietnam seems as distant as Saratoga; Roe v. Wade
as far as Derd (Dred) Scott.** That much is self-evident, and perennial. (Every generation is
shaped by unique forces; that is part of what makes them a generation, aside from the accident of
a birth date.) What was less than clear until the election of 2008 was whether the experience of
younger Americans would produce a shift in political attitudes, and would such a shift be felt
beyond Facebook and Starbucks? Could Obama count on them to show up?®

Yes, he could.® The disparity between older and younger voters was greater in 2008
than at any other time since exit polling began in 1972, according to the Pew Research
Center” . Obama won 60 percent of the 18- and 29-year-old vote, 12 points more than John
Kerry attracted in 2004. The younger cohort is more diverse than the general population,
more female, more secular, less socially conservative and more willing to describe
themselves as liberals. Note to the ghost of LBJ. 20 percent of this crucial group are
children of immigrants. '

And 2009 is only the beginning of the story. According to Pew, if current trends
continue, the U.S. population will rise from 296 million in 2005 to 438 million in 2050.
Eighty-two percent—Ilet me repeat that: 82 percent—of the increase will be attributable to
immigrants arriving after 2005 and to their descendants. By that point, whites make up
only 47 percent of the country, ending centuries of a majority-white America.

Will the journey be smooth? That is doubtful. Politics can quickly turn mean. In hard
economic times there is often a search for an “other” on which to blame the problems of
life. In the wake of a possible terrorist attack, fear could easily lead to tension, resent and
discord. The good news about America, though, is that for all of our nativist fevers and periodic
witch hunts, we tend, often having exhausted every other option, to do what is right. %

Johnson closed his remark in October 1965 by alluding to nearby Ellis Island®, “whose
vacant corridors echo today the joyous sound of long-ago voices.” The voices of the new
America, of Obama’s America, are just beginning to be heard.

With Pat Wingert, Marc Bain and Daniel Stone .
From Newsweek , January 26, 2009.
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cohort /'kevhot/ n.

crumble /'krambl/ v.
discord /'diskod/ .
emeritus /i())'meritas/ adj.
electorate /1'lekterst/ n.
engaging /in'gerd3iy/ «dj.
estrange /is'treindz/ v.

exhume /eks'hjum/ v.
inadvertently /nad'vatentli/ adv.
inaugural /r'nogjurel/ n.

influx /'inflaks/ n.

landslide /'leendslaid/ n.
lumbering /'lamborm/ adj.
momentous /mav'mentas/ adj.
mythic /'miGik/ adj.

perennial /pa'renjsl/ adj.

quintessentially /kwmnt'senfali/ adv.

redemption /ri'dempfan/ n.
tapestry /'teepistri/ n.
thrill /6ril/ n.

tribalism /'tratbelizm/ n.
underscore /,anda'sko;/ v.
wary /'weari/ adj.

wrought /rot/ adj.

Il . Background Information

to mention sth. in an indirect way
x JE NG (SRS ED
i (R 5O R4k

attune sb. /sth. to sth. to make used to

negative reaction

—BEA, —HWA

iR

disagreement

RS OR B SL AT Y

SRR

pleasant or interesting

to cause (sb.) to be no longer close, or on friendly
terms

CAABCEE S A0 48 it P 8D
unintentionally

SRR s BEER BAL

A

(G ) R B S B R
moving in a slow and awkward way
very important

that has become very famous
lasting for a long time or forever
SEI PRI

BB (REE—R EELENmE
a strong feeling of excitement
SRR (BERTE) £ X

to emphasize

careful

(old use) made or done

BRZHE

FEAALEBREA NG EHFARMGB R, £8 LA 3 XH K S (three big waves

of immigration),
% 1 K# K 5% (1680—1880),

X B E,REEZAN, FH L AERALKE R
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BA, 18641851 H#,100 2 FEREZAA TRBALANAEARYHBELE., &5
SR B, S RRMAKH T BB GEEMREEL£H,

% 2 AABRFHH(1900—1920), £ E M £ ke 1896 4 v w7 #k 4 “H 45 K 8+ #1” (the old
immigration period),1896 45 £ B ¥ A T “#74 K b+ #” (the new immigration period), iX
—EHEBBANT T BT HHE, FZ2XEF . HBHIT,1900-1910 F4 RAK 5 &
880 7, £BAAd 8400 ZHKT 10% A£4, X—wHeIH R ELR A HIK, P B KRB, A
BERA A FH ik E2AEEBRA K,

F 3R K R#(1965— ), 1965 # £ H i & T # K F= Y2 4 ik (Immigration and
Naturalization Law), 1961—1984 #-Z jaif @ id T — & 7| 3 K. ik (refugee law) . # KRB K 49
A% (liberalizatiom) # & T % 3 ABRRM. $ 3 RRAHENHBRAAZ R . £ 56
K. BRI, A 3% R AN Qe b B Ad EER 2R AR EE).34% ka5 T £ M
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A B B 895 BT & ] TR 2] 16%., 5T M4 RATM, #14 RAGH A AT H. L P A#
PROUKFFLE, GHBAT AR K,

HAME BB R, BN AL E B AMINE 4k (xenophobia) Bz ik, & — K4
EHFl Rk ERIIREBANKE, ASLEALTERAXBE . FHABEZ N, RBERFELEH LK
%. MAEZFHHPERN, BATHEERETR, 60 FREFHARNE 3 KB RIR L EH
R EEHANREIARE S,

FREEEHENET AMBRAAFTRG—ZICENE, SHOFAT 3 L.

1. MKF oh kB3 & Ak 4 (native-born) £ B A# T4,

2. HIBRERE MRAALBAY A,

3. BEARBEBAAAL, £ BE RIS MR B

KiF % 2B FEHFMEAE N AABRABZL S, EREL LBAF RS HE
FME—FLHME . EXNRT”, EHEHBHFRT . HHERATREERAER RS, s
£ B — R F TR ERT AMBELRE A BRI AXEH % EF 27 RARN,
AL

Il[. Notes to the Text e
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2. Immigration and Nationality Act: EEB RS EELE
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4. Winston Churchill; B - 3 /RIEEHESFRBOER , B4EFR,1940—1945,1951—
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13.

WA REMSERTHE T ERMER, MW AAEIREN— S, BRs - BESHK
SGEHASAL A R T AT ..

. Federal Hall: B(FRIT[1789 4 4 ARG - BB EEMERELE EEL. 1%

TR BB LSRR ]

. Because who we are now—a country in which traditional barriers of race and age

and gender are crumbling—flows in many ways from what LBJ did then. K A 3&{]
FER AR SRR FE . SF R A AR IE B —F 2 IR A T Ak
B SRR .

. So which will it be in the coming years: the America of melting pot, or the America

of resentment? The America of Lincoln’s better angels, or the America of Nixon’s
Silence Majority? AR ARBHRE TR TR, EHAIRZE . EREMEEZ
i B S BTRR 2 WL K 282 7 [ melting pot—a place where there is
a mixing of people from different races and nations; @ Lincoln’s better angels—
quoted from Lincoln’s inaugural address, here referring to people’s kindness and
sweetness to cach other without any racial bias; @ Nixon’s Silent Majority—quoted
from Nixon’s speech in September, 1969, here referring to those Americans quietly
accepting and supporting the actions of the government. |

. There is something quintessentially American about a lumbering white man from

Texas—... , will have more people of color than whites. X~ A 5L sEHr M 4 B
ZRBIOAN, —HRIIEN.EA XK, RAEBETYWBIAR S L. A5 RN
ELEAFE., RERIED AR, it —A FE B BRSO B EA R E R
AFAARALOZT AR ER . WX 778 L (it B 5 15 2 il 8 50w B 20 BL7E 19
WHE K3 M % . [lumbering—moving in a slow, heavy and awkward way; ultimately
tragic politician—referring to the tragic ending of his political career. As a result of
escalation of the Vietnam War, Johnson’s popularity sharply dropped, which led to
the failure of his reelection bid in 1968, and the turmoil within the Democratic
Party. ]

. a “majority-minority” country: /C¥RE 5 ZHOER

. Stories about demography tend to be prospective and general, and it is all too easy -

to exaggerate this turn in the statistics or that tick in the projections. A &5t
W H B G EK , LBE SR ARk, AR RIS kSRR A S B K.
[ tick—a small mark made to indicate sth. ]

Ever since, as the biographer Taylor Branch wrote, color has defined the
American life as it defines vision itself. IF{&icE#EH « i 2 4FFTUE, 11 MIRAT
VUG - MR B E T AR, BRERE T XBEAMAER.

In a democratic republic like ours (a product, in large part, of Madison’s insight,
Jackson’s energy and Lincoln’s genius), the president is both a maker and a mirror
of the manners and morals of the electorate that has invested him with ultimate
authority. FATHWR FIHMBEAEBRKEE HREHZFWMBHHRE S TR SRk
HHRA FHERMSN, EXHENER, RENTHRUMEBR DN ERT S, B2
HAT AFEEN e F BRHAT A AEMEMN . [© Madison—James Madison,

e 7 .
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
23.
24.

1751—1836, the 4th president of the U.S. , hailed as the Father of the Constitution
for being the primary author of the U.S. Constitution and author of the Bill of
Rights. His most distinctive belief was the principle of divided power: power must
be divided, both between federal and state governments, and within the federal
government (checks and balances) to protect individual rights from the tyranny of
the majority; (© Jackson—Andrew Jackson, 1767—1845, the 7th president of the
U.S.. He was a politician and army general who defeated the British at the Battle
of New Orleans (1815). He was nicknamed “Old Hickory” because of his
toughness and aggressive personality; @ Lincoln—Abraham Lincoln (1809—1865),
the 16th president of the U.S.. He led the country through a great constitutional.
military and moral crisis—the American Civil War—preserving the Union while
ending slavery and promoting economic and financial modernization. ]

We have not reached the promised land in which race and ethnicity no longer
matter: FAIEEA B AR IR A R KR WA F AN BEAEE R, [promised land--a
place of situation where you expect to be happy and safe]

the Statue of Liberty: (EEA L) B hLM{g

the Civil Right Act.: 1964 FHIRAGERE[XREBTE FMKE4, REAL: K8
RN B A AR, Horh AR bR B . ]

Bronx: AR X[ AATRITHIX 4 ]

Immigration Restriction League: FR#i|# %% [ The league, founded by Charles
Warren in Boston in 1894, proposed a literacy test for the purpose of restricting
immigration. ]

Then, in 1952, Congress passed the McCarran-Walter Act, which essentially made
naturalization colorblind. f53R7E 1952 4, M@t THIB - KRB E, X%
RER LRIET REERZBRABRAFEENR. (O 1952 FBE5EEE, LK
WIR-RRFFER . ZEARS WX EBREBE TRMAER, ZEme TR
AR R ERER AR, FlE T 0 L3R B A2 B AR &1 A F R LU A
BOPBCBURIE B ILE , RIRTHIE T UARER R AP E RS TH% U RER B R
EAR B NENH LI ; D color-blind—treating people with different colored skin
in exactly the same way]

Iron Curtain: SF[HEH Kt R KRG HFBEMARKE K R 7 B 1L R & = it
PRSI B8 —E TR R, B 5 L TR AT « 3 R ]

The tension between assimilation and separation is eternal, but there is no doubt
that this flood of immigration and the breaking down of barriers between
previously estranged groups within the country has created a much more fluid
culture than previous generation (s) might have thought possible. [Fl{bFI54kLHF
JEREFFLET 25, SR 1, R TCEE 0] B RS B A K B A 5 LA B2 R [0 06 7 L IRs IR 5 0 904 %
—FiEd ZHRJLRABEARBME LR =47 .

the Newsweek Poll: 3 5] & T Y41 2 i B 2 0 56

live-in relationship: (FKZEIGHH) F/E

Vietnam seems as distant as Saratoga; Roe v. Wade as far as Derd (Dred) Scott.



R E R R MR — R R T 8 B IR BE R MR R R R — R i
ARTIETZ . [ Saratoga—referring to the Battle of Saratoga (Sept. 19 and Oct. 7 of
1777), a turning point in the American Revolution War; @) Roev. Wade : % JFE
2,1973 FH R A LB HE , HL BRI MATLLABRMER, MZERN 3 1A
B LIETIREIERS, B )5 3 A2 LS ; @ Dred Scott—referring to the Dred Scott
Decision. Dred Scott—an African-American slave sued unsuccessfully for his
freedom and that of his wife and two daughters in the Dred Scott v. Sanford Case of
1857. ]

25. What was less than clear until the election of 2008 was whether the experience of
younger Americans would produce a shift in political attitudes, and would such a
shift be felt beyond Facebook and Starbucks? Could Obama count on them to show
up? 2008 FFRIERAEHAN Z . FR AN EEANEIRETRRERBUSEE
PEE AR , T P 70 R 70 A B S 5 4 28 W o 2 R T e 9T Rl 7 R B SRR 4K
AT A2

26. Yes, he could. [iXHEEZEFEHBED 2008 £H=Z XS . “Yes, we can, ]

27. the Pew Research Center; 2 % H.0>[an American think tank organization based
in Washington, D. C. that provides information on issues, attitudes shaping the
U. S. and the world]

28. The good news about America, ‘though, is that for all of our nativist fevers and
periodic witch hunts, we tend, often having exhausted every other options, to do
what is right. SATIREMFELE, RERITX BEAEA L FERED 3 SOEM, i
HEARBUGEE , BRMNEFAERIHM T EZE, AR RAERM L. [witch
hunt--an attempt to find and punish people with different opinions |

29. Ellis Island: SRAW B[ AATEMMES BN -/ NS B EEEFABEBRMNTE
A, |

IV. Language Features

WFIRIEHE

Bk, RAIRELTEZTUTOSANAEEHY KK, A, Akt , 1 27 M fo B WM

RAR KRR, BELMES) KiEE KT, ETLRABHE,

HPIBATHHERE, N REARAZ R ARBER TR 28128, X AR E, &
BAREHEE BFR A EHEE, ERABIHBHEAR FRLFH 50 R4,

B —E TR, b  RAXDEEA., S MEEEYE X, ZRER LT
G kAFmiRARRE, A ARE LR EFLEHHAE,

IR AMNEL —, HEREARERINH LR LAB T MEGHE, wb,
RV HAERARATH X ENRI A, EET LA EXH, AR HALEELAHIELY
e,

ERMEA T LA RRET G LN, EAFLMREREEHTIEN, Lt % £ik
#. ERHEXFRRELFAH LK, BAFRFAESPEKT %, WikEERAGALL
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