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Abstract

Blue Book of World Cities is an annual report of the development of world
cities. It is edited by Center for Urban and Human Regional Studies and co-edited by
IPE Unit at Institute of World Economy, Shanghai Academy of Social Science. The
objective of the book is “apply international experience to Chinese cities”, which is
based on the latest case studies of strategies, ideas, projects, reports and best practice of
urban development around world. The book will provide the latest, comprehensive and
authoritative exploration of the trend, inherence and practice of international urban
development for the decision-makers, practitioners, researchers and advocators of
China’s urban development.

The 2012 Blue Book of World Cities proposes the idea of “World City 2.07,
which is in view of large change of the basic environment and guiding concepts of world
cities in the first decade of the 21" Century. The idea “World City 1.0” is to promote
urban development according to the functions and experience of overseas cities, whereas
the idea “ World City 2.0” is to promote the competence of a city based on the
development of its special characteristics. The 2012 Blue Book, covering topics of urban
strategy, urban economics, urban society, urban culture, urban ecology, urban
governance and urban space, has studied world cities of different classifications and
different development stages so as to provide international experience for China’s urban
development. The 2012 Blue Book has also studied typical cases of the globalization of
Chinese cities in order to investigate China’s urban development compared to overseas
cities. Therefore the 2012 Blue Book of World Cities can specify strategies and
sugges-tions for China’s urban development.

Similar as the 2010 Shanghai Expo is to exhibit the best practice of global urban
development, one of the commitments of the 2012 Blue Book of World Cities is to
introduce the best practice of world city idea in China and to explore the way towards
successful urban management and urban projects. Therefore the 2012 Blue Book has
presented cases of the best practice of world city idea in China with topics of “urban
transition” and “urban culture” which are the focus of China’s urban development in

2012.
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