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Education in the United States

The national system of formal education in the United States took shape
in the 19th century. It differed from educational systems of other Western
countries in three fundamental respects. First, Americans were more inclined
to regard education as a solution to various social problems. Second, because
they had this confidence in the power of education, Americans provided more
years of schooling for a larger percentage of the population than other coun-
tries. Third, educational institutions were primarily run by local authorities
rather than by federal ones.

Education in the United States is usually divided into four levels. These
are early childhood, elementary, secondary, and higher education. School at-
tendance is required in every state of the country, and in most states students
must attend school until the age of 16.

The first level is early childhood education. Its main purpose is to pre-
pare children for school.

The second level is elementary education. Education at this level is divid-
ed into six or eight grades, and children learn Reading, Arithmetic, Writing,
Social Studies and Science. They also have Art, Music and Physical Educa-
tion.

The third level is secondary education. It is for junior and senior high

school students. Some students take courses to prepare themselves for col-
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lege. Other students take technical or vocational courses that prepare them for

jobs after they graduate from high school.

Higher education continues after high school. There are many kinds of
institutions of higher education. Technical institutes offer two-year programs
in electronics, engineering, business and other subjects. After two years at a
junior college, students receive an associate degree and then they can continue

at a four-year college.

Colleges and Universities

Colleges and universities are degree granting institutions of higher educa-
tion. In the original sense of the word, a college was a group of students who
gathered to share academic and residential facilities. Each college was a com-
ponent part of a corporate body called a university. Today, especially in the
United States, a college may be affiliated to a university or be independent.
American undergraduates traditionally have been required to take general sur-
vey courses before they specialize in major areas of concentration; the under-
graduate program generally is four years, and each year is split into two or
three semesters. In contrast, European students begin their higher education
with specialized studies because their general education is completed in
secondary school. In general, European universities have no prescribed cour-
ses, attendance requirements, or course grades. Students may attend lec-
tures, but do their work directly with tutors who prepare them for examina-

tions. Programs may be completed in two to six years.

Degrees

Students who pass the regular program of courses receive a bachelor’s de-
gree in arts, science, commerce, engineering, education, or any of several
other fields. Bachelor’s degrees in law and theology are granted to those pos-
sessing a bachelor’s degree from a college. Graduates may continue their
course of study for at least one more year for a master’s degree. A master’s
thesis or project may be required for a degree. The university offers doctor’s
degrees and special certificates. Students may continue working for at least
two years beyond the master’s level toward the degree of doctor of philoso-
phy, doctor of science, or other type of doctorate. In graduate school, semi-
nars give advanced students opportunities to do research work and then to

submit their findings for evaluation and criticism. The doctor’s degree is con-
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ferred on the basis of courses, seminars, a dissertation, and written and oral

examinations.
Topic-related Words and Expressions

lecturer (i) : somebody who works as a teacher at a university or college
and whose position is higher than that of an assistant and lower than that of a
professor .

associate professor (B|#(#%): university teacher, member of a college or uni-
versity faculty ranking typically above an assistant professor and below a pro-
fessor

tenured professor (& B ##%): a professor in the university whose position is perma-
nent

vocational education (BR /. #{ & ) : instruction in skills necessary for persons
who are preparing to enter the labor force or who need training

compulsory education (X 5 #H F, & Hl ¥ # F): a course in the university
which is required by regulations

visiting scholar(i/j[5] 22 # ) : person invited to teach in a college or university
other than his own, often in another country, for a certain period, such as a
term or year

correspondence university ( Bf 2 K22): a university or college offering corre-
spondence courses

Ivy League (K EBEBE-S 4 ): an association of eight universities and colleges
in the northeast United States, comprising Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Dart-
mouth, Harvard, Princeton, the University of Pennsylvania, and Yale
MBA(T &M 1) . Master of Business Administration

MPA (AT 1) . Master of Public Administration

GRE(ZEHEM R4 A% %18 ) : graduate record examination, standardized test
required by most institutions of higher education in the United States for ad-
mission

TOEFL(f£#8% 1) : Test of English as a Foreign Language, a test of English
for speakers of other languages that is an entrance requirement for study at a
US university

IELTS(# B % 1K) : International English Language Testing System. There
are two modules of the IELTS Test—academic(to study at an English-speak-

ing university) and general(to immigrate to an English-speaking country).
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academic degrees: bachelor(%+); master(#{ 1) ; doctor(f§ 1)
college students: freshman( K 2% — 4 %t % 4 ) ; sophomore ( K2 —4EF 25 H )
junior( K2 =FFF 4 ) ; senior (K2 DUFELFA4)

Many freshmen are understandably worried as well as excited to study in a col-
lege or university. They will have to face many problems themselves: how to study
efficiently and effectively; how to learn to deal with other people; how to live with

roommates; how to get along with classmates, etc. The author of the text offers

some advice that can help them succeed on campus.

222>

The text can be divided into two parts:

Part One (Para, 1~3): The author presents the problem he is going to solve:
how to help the students become successful in a college or university.

Part Two (Para. 4~11): The author offers some advice on how to become suc-

cessful in a college or university.

# 1. The others drop out. (Para.2, L.2) AA4Leh A P ik %,
drop out: stop going (to school) before finishing the course of instruction;
stop doing something #& % ; 3% #

Peter was coming with us to the theatre, but had to drop out at the last
minute. KA RITF RN - LB AR ZERE -2 R FREF.
He dropped out of school when he was 16.

2. College counselors, faculty advisers and one very successful student offer the
following tips on how to get the most out of your college education. (Para. 4)—
LEHEREFR . BEFHFRE—LERARDAFE, S L TTAL>A R EREK
ARHETATRER.

Meaning: Those people offer some suggestions on how to get the most benefit

from college education.

4 @
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get sth. out of sth. : benefit from; enjoy something or think that something is
useful A seeeee & B, AR

It was an interesting course but I’m not sure I got much out of it.

We should try to get the most out of the mutual benefit policy to promote our
economic development. RATLEAAAS A AL EARRRAZHFLE.

The most successful students are those actively involved in their education, in-
teracting with classmates and faculty and participating in activities. (Para. 5, L.
1~3) AR HFARRERBEAS XX FTHFA LNERAFRBFIR,
255RED.

Meaning: Those students are active in their studies: they communicate with
their classmates and the teachers; they take part in different activities, and
they become the most successful ones.

(be) involved in: take part in; cause (sb. or sth.) to be caught or mixed up
(in trouble, etc. ); get (sh. or sth.) into a complicated or difficult condition
PN SNV PN S EN:E

A good teacher tries to inwvolve children in activities where they interact with
each other. FH E W H AL F AR LN LI HEFH T £,

They are deeply involved in debt. #ATIAEAF &G & .

interact with: communicate with; react to X ik ; X 4&

Jackie’s teacher says that she interacts well with the other children.

AAE 8 2 JF Bl o oAl 3T R AT

participate in: take part in or become involved in (an activity) & #m

She never participates in any of our discussions, does she?

. You become part of the college community, developing support groups that you can

tun to for help. (Para.5, L.3~4) hRAFREKG —5F R ECTAF S
By e H Ak,

turn to: get help from (someone) KB F(EA)

You can always turn to me for help if you need it.

Without someone to turn to for advice, making the most appropriate choice can

be difficult. BARFRB TUARBHA , R B E LA FRRAREY,

. In the first term, focus on adjusting to the academic demand. (Para.5, L.5) &

F—FM AETERXFFINER,

adjust (to): v. to change (something) slightly to make it fit, work better, or
be more suitable 8 £ ++ee+ VAZE B veeees
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6.

Adjust the angle of your monitor so you can easily read it.
PEEFEGABEARRSEFHARE,

You need time to adjust to a new situation.

synonym: adapt

rational (Para. 6, L.1) a. having or exercising the ability to reason; of sound
mind, sane; consistent with or based on reason; logical 47 45 ;432 ¢4
rational behavior 2 % #5147 A

a rational suggestion 4~ F & &2 L

. priority (Para. 7, L.2) n. precedence, especially established by order of importance

or urgency; something afforded or deserving prior attention 47 %4 , 4 2 ;45 6. % & &

¥
You must give this matter priority. &b M4k 4 E

. The newness of the situation and the range of decisions you’ll face could leave

you confused. (Para.7, L.2~4) #8453tk k2 4% 3 FH L LK R &
Bt .

leave: to allow or cause (something) to stay in a particular place, position, or
state 4 «eeeee s FRARE,F A T4 M leave sth. /sb. +H 518 % 4 3

Her rudeness left us all speechless. #8940 &L KA1 2 £ 5,

He left the engine running. #uik & ik 3£ %,

Don’t leave her waiting in the rain.

. essence (Para.9, L. 6) n. the intrinsic or indispensable properties that serve

to characterize or identify something; the most important ingredient; the cru-
cial element AR X ZH; R EZH RS M

the essence of morality i & & #5 8%

The essence of his religious teaching is love for all men.

REGHTHEXZERERTA,

# 10. Does it make sense? (Para. 9, L.7) (#43) A 259

11,

make sense: have a clear meaning that is easy to understand & & 3L

This last paragraph doesn’t make any sense. & J&iX — & A &L,

make sense of sth. : understand sth. ##, 8 &

Can you make sense of what he said? R 4t 22 f# 4t ¢ 355 2

specific (Para. 10, L. 3) a. explicitly set forth; definite; intended for, apply-
ing to, or acting on a particular thing Bl # & ;i mmiF A e ;5 28

I want a speci fic answer.




® 12. current (Para. 11, L. 1)
1) a. of the present time or most recent F if #7 , AT
Under current state law, students can drop out of school legally at age 16.
EAABRER T, ¥4 16 FBFR L%,

current affairs/events Bf %

2) n. a movement of water or air K&, &K

A cold current of air came in when the door was opened.

YT FegetiE, —BRARKRTHE,
keep/stay current: do not fall behind, keep in touch with the latest develop-
ment of sth. 3k E 3R L&
He tried to read as much as possible in order to keep current in his field.

PR THE B ik AR LT EARR M # K & .

Learn to Communicate

™ 1. Sample

I am a great reader, and in my spare time, I often go to the library to find some
interesting books and magazines to read. I am also very fond of pop music, so I en-
joy listening to pop music. Besides, I do some sports to build my body.

I like stamp collecting very much. I learn a lot from it. And I try to find some
chances to communicate with other collectors and make friends with them.

® 2. Sample

I think as freshmen, we should make an intelligent selection of courses we are
going to learn. In the first two years, put our mind to fundamental knowledge and
basic skills, and in the junior and senior years, spend more time on our specialty.
The professors are usually ready to help, so turn to the professors if you come
across any difficulties in your studies. Learning to get along well with our
classmates and roommates is very important to the success of our college life. Par-
ticipation in sports, esp. some team sports, will help us learn how to cooperate and

learn about basic interpersonal management.
® 3. Sample

The only way you will be able to live with your roommates is by compromising

s‘( 7
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(ik#). If you like to have friends over, but your roommates want to study, take
your friends out. If you don’t like to listen to music while you are studying but one
of your roommates does, ask him to use headphones. Talk about your habits and
ask your roommates about theirs. Respect your roommates and your roommates will
respect you.

You may not be friends with your roommates by the end of the year but you
may be friends with them the year after, when you are no longer rooming together.
This is all right though. Sometimes it’s too difficult to try to live together and be
good friends at the same time. Roommates are not always meant to be your best
friends.

Remember: Not only do you have roommates, but you are a roommate. Be good

to your roommates.

® 4. Sample

From the response to the question, I find that most students go to college for

~ the purpose of acquiring more knowledge, and preparing themselves for the future

work and life. Some students said they wanted to have a good experience; some
others said they wanted mainly to improve their English in order to move to an
English-speaking country and live better there; still others said they were interested
in meeting different people from different places and making friends with them.

Some also said they go to college just because most people do so.

Text

© Reading Comprehension

1. DF 2) T 3) T 4) F 5) F

2. 1) B 2) C DA 4) C 5) D

© Vocabulary

1. DB 2) C 3D 4) D 5 B

2. 1) surveyed 2) cut off 3) fall behind 4) Admission
5) turn to 6) focus on 7) contact 8) current

3. 1) involvement  2) interaction 3) confused 4) memory
5) priorities 6) essential 7) Successful 8) incomplete

4. 1) Three of the runners have dropped out.

8 %@#



2) The counselor put forward some suggestions on how to get the most out %

of college education.

3) Many foreign friends participated in the festival activities. %
4) He adjusted himself very quickly to the heat of the country. o

5) The teenagers in Hong Kong rarely turn to their parents or teachers for

advice on anything.
6) It can enable a scientist to keep current in his field.
7) The policeman jotted down my address.

8) What you said doesn’t make any sense.

Grammar

1. DA 2D 3D 4HD 5C

2. 1) had left
3) were believed
5) am preparing
7) were taken good care of
9) has been working/has worked
3. 1) spend
3) is leaving for/will leave for
5) was happening/had happened
[ made to burst into

9) will take place

Fast Reading

DT 2)F HF 4T

After-class Reading

1. DA 2)D 3 C 4 A

2. D 2)(a 3) ()
9) similar

13) conclusion 14) pattern

10) intelligent

15) discover

60C 7B 8C 9DA 10D

2) is being built

4) will have learned
6) can be remembered
8) brought

10) had been made

2) would provide

4) have mastered

6) had seen

8) surprised

10) causes

5 T

5) C
5 (@ 6)(h) 7 (e 8 (D

11) communicate

12) guarantee

16) inexact

@@{ 9



