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. Jade pillars

. Golden peaks

. A forest of towers
. Huangguoshu Water

A cascade of colour

Curtain Cave window

. Palm tree forest
. Green mushroom-shaped

stalagmites
Elephant tusk cave

. Volcano mouth
. Dragon pillars in the main

chamber of Nine Dragon Cave

. Distant city of gold

( Yuanfang Jincheng )

. Golden Conch

. Guanghan Palace

. Secluded cave lake

. Fluttering flag beach

. Cave mouth in Wuyang Lake

. Zhaixing Chamber

Cauliflower Cheese

. Heavenly City Avenue

Arhat Chamber

. Lofty heavenly curtain
. Tiger mouth crevice

. Chutian Milky Way

. Sword tree

. The eight immortals

crossing the sea

. White tower and golden

curtains

. Underground amphitheatre
. Sisters’ rock

Konglong rock

. Stone bamboo garden
. 1 O0-step bridge in the

Guiyang Underground Park

. In the misty mountain
. Lingxiao Palace

. Dragon Palace

. Lofty Lotus Platform
. Dianjin Gave Mouth

. Pearl| Tower

Mushroom mountain
Jade Spirit Fungus

. Stone Eagle
. Beacon Tower
. Fiery trees and silvery.

flowers

. Swallownest Stone
. Golden stems and jade

leaves

. Golden Phoenix

. Flying up above the cliffs
. Pearl Lake

. Heavenly feast.

. Cave waterfall

. Vast snowy forest

. Long-tailed pheasant

. Pearl and jewel building

. Flying dragon pillar

. A group of ivory buddhas
. Gypsum cave swords

. Artist’'s palette.

. Stone mushroom.

. Water curtain cave mouth.
. Cloud plate.

. Silver rain pine,

. Hanging lotus

Huge fields of pearls

. Dicui Peak

. Colourful flying butterflies
. Twisted stones
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. Night market

. Precious sun and moon fan
. Rippling pear! curtain

. Lion and squrrel

. The magical underground

world
Exquisite sunset

" Spiral tree
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. Mighty stage
. Horse-watering pool before

the general's tent’

. Elephant Spring
. Hundreds of feet of ice

hanging from the cliff

. Chieftan’s helmet

. Fairies bathing

. lce cave agate

., Scarlet sage

. Fisherman's evening

celebration song

. Clouds of incense
. Jellyfish stone
. Fungus stone

Gels and crystals

. Ceiling

. Silver waterfall

. Carved stone flowers.
. Sunset

The congregation from far
and wide

. Two fish go to Moon Palace
. Jade canopy

. Coral stone

. Moon Palace treasure chest
. Agate stone

. Snow-covered pine

. Outstanding gardens

. Iceland spar

Calcite crystals

. Antimony mine flower

Shell-shaped gypsum crystals

. Vying in excellence

100.
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102.
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Bell flags

Jabe grapes

Heavenly gate

Dielian Peak

Labrynth

Many-walled chamber of
little hope

Tall streamers

Frog cave

Golden gourd mansion
Cave of unique beauty
Golden Pagoda Palace
Leopard sheal

Arrow lights in the darkness
Gypsum crystal flowers

A feast for the eyes
Hundred elephant rock
Pagoda-shaped stalagmites
Treasure terrace

Moonlit night in the forest
Heavenly palace

Myriad mountains and
ravines

Precious Iotus lamp
Rhabditiform gel

Shouxing Palace

Golden pond and jabe belt
Star pillar

Sea of clouds

Sword gate pass
Flowstone curtain
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Within the territory of Guizhou
Province, there are soluble rocks every-
where that are mainly composed of lime
stones and dolomite. The rock area
almost occupies three-fourths of the
total expanse of land. As the rainfall
is adequate, the climate mild and damp,
karstics are in perfect growth and there
are numerous underground caves. The
underground Guizhou is criss-crossed
with rivers and streams. As a con-
sequence of the drastic interval
ascension of the crust in the youngest
geological era, and the corrosion of the
land surface, the underground caves
came up to the surface, thus making
the karstic area of Guizhou a place
“with caves in every mountain, and
picturesque scene in every cave’’.

When the rain falls on the ground,
absorbs the acids as in carbon dioxide,
it makes its way through the cracks
down the ground. All along its way,
it corrodes the rock faces made up of
soluble rocks, which, when enlarged,
are made into swallow holes and
funnels. Through these holes and
funnels the surface water flows under-
ground in the underground water
there and flows horizontally thence-
forth. It then eats into the rock, makes
part of the ceiling fall. Hence the caves
of various kinds. When the water flows
upwards, ‘‘spring” is formed at the
uncture where the underground water
and the surface meet. The longer the
interval ascension of the crust remains
stable, the longer, larger and more
peculiar the horizontal caves become.



As the crust ascends, the under-
ground water level falls relatively and
the cave makes its way downwards.
Cradually the water in the upper cave
is drawn down, leaving the old cave
behind to dry by itself. When the
surface water makes its way down-
wards through the cracks, there is still
water dripping down from the cave
ceiling and face. Once it enters the cave,
the pressure is drastically reduced,
making the carbon dioxide escape
slowly and the water evaporate. As a
result, the dripping water, which con-
tains now to the full carbonate, again
crystalizes itself and precipitates. The
sediments, chemical in nature, settle
down either on the cave ceiling or

the cave face. These chemical sediments
are generally referred to as ‘‘travertine
calc tufa”. The crystal that grows down-
wards from the ceiling is called “stalac-
tite”’, while those which shoot upwards
“rock shoots”. In a dry cave, for
example, if there is a stalactite, above,
there must be a rock shoot below —
the two grows simultaneously and will
meet eventually. Then it becomes a
stack. Very often than not, the water
drips down in rows through the cracks,
making the statactites hang too in rows.
This is what we call “rock curtain’’;
the corresponding rows of ‘“‘rock
shoots”” are referred to as ‘rock
screens’’. When rock curtains and rock
shoots meet, they form ‘“‘rock canopy’.
The cracks may be enlarged or stopped
to change the course of the drippings.
As the weather changes, rainfall some-
times more and sometimes less, the
corrosion progresses at times quicker
and at other times slower. Hence the
difference of scope in the growth of
the travertine calc tufa. All this ex-
plains why the caves are so colourful,
so varied in postures and so magnificent
in scenery.

The Guizhou Academy organized
expeditions from 1979-83 that re-
searched more than 600 caves. An
initial study has been made. What is

published in this book is only part of
the photos taken during the expedi-
tions. For various reasons, these photos
have not yet been classified,and not too
many explanations as regards the
causes of formation have been given.
What we aimed at is the publication of
the magnificent sight of the travertine
calc tufa in the caves. As the stalactite
and rock shoots are fragile, damages
are quite possible before protective
measures are taken. Therefore, what
is published here is, understandable,
the sight in those caves which are
open or will soon be open to visitors.
As regards those which have not yet
been open, or no protective measures
taken, they are marked out in the
layout map. More explanations will
be given later.

Following the development of
production, people’s living standards
will be improved. It is imperative,
therefore, to obtain some scientific
data for developing tourist resources,
and scientific grounds for the research
or underground caves and — this is
even more important — for the ex-
ploration of underground water re-
sources for the benefit of the people.
It is hoped that the local governments
will take some protective measures
in at least some selected caves and
open them to visitors so that people
both at home and abroad will have
the chance to see it for themselves.

by Kao Ping
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Hidden behind this huge waterfall are three cave windows of differing size. This one is the No. 1 cave window, known as
the “First Cave Window”. The water cascades down its sides. Looking through the window at sunset, you can see the red
clouds and dark mountains far away on the horizon, and rainbow colours in the mist hanging over Xiniu Lake.
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