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Preface

An organization’s research and development ability
determines whether or not it can survive in a highly
competitive society. As a cultural organization, the
museum entrepreneur may be viewed as such.

The National Museum of History was founded in
1955, and celebrated its 40th anniversary last year. Thanks
to the outstanding leadership and selfless devotions of each
director--Mr. Pao Tsung-p’eng, Wang Yu-ching, Ho Hao-
t’ien, Chen Kuei-miao, and Chen Kang-shuen, who encour-
aged all of their colleagues to do their best as a team,
they not only enthusiastically engaged in institutionalizing
the museum administration, but also cooperated with the
national policy on culture and education during each differ-
ent period. This cooperation included strengthening interna-
tional and cultrual exchanges, collecting Overseas Chinese
treasures, emphasizing research on historical artifacts and

their development, as well as playing a role as an educa-

Preface
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tional institute. The result demonstrates that the National
Museum of History has fulfilled the expectations of society
and of the Ministry of Education which overcame all diffi-
culties to establish the museum. However, as the current
trend towards emphasizing the diversity of local history
and artifacts continue, our museum is transforming itself.
Since our mission is to meet the needs of the 21st century,
we must design an overall plan to meet this new develop-
ment.

When I first became the Director of the National
Museum of History, I declared that the future goals of the
Museum should become more international, modern, infor-
mational oriented and localized. On the other hand, the
goal of the museum will continue to research, conserve,
display, and educate the public about its collection. The
museum, based on the firm foundation of its past, will

strengthen academic research and cultivate talented people.
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Currently, the professionals and specialists in the museum
must write treatises on artifacts and present their research
findings. From now on, the museum will offer the curators
and researchers the opportunity to publish their academic

papers in museum publications such as Historical Artifacts

Bimonthly Journal and Artifacts and History Series.

One of the periodicals mentioned above, the Artifacts

and History Series consist of a series of collected papers.

This series will encompass artistic history, artifacts, art
and folklore. The essays in this series will address
academic and historical aspects. We have invited not only
the specialists of our museum, but also scholars to publish
in this series. Its characteristics are as same as the

Collected Papers on History and Art of China which was

edited by the Chung Hwa Library Committee and National

Institute for Compilation and Translation, but the Artifacts

and History Series will cover a wide range of topics and

Preface
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with different authors.
Academics is a universal tool for achieving immortal-
ity through publishing writings that remaining everlastingly

new. The Artifacts and History Series will be published

soon, and I sincerly hope that our curators will conduct
academic research in our museum with renewed energy.
Therefore, the mission of inheriting the tradition and
educating the public will be accomplished. As these
collected papers goes to press, it is my privilege to
contribute these prefatory remarks to encourage my

colleagues.

Kuang-nan Huang
Director

National Museum of History
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