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The US House of has passed that would
impose new safety regulations on the oil-drilling industry.

House members voted 209 to 193 in favor of the Democrat-backed
legislation late Friday, largely along party lines.

The bill, which now goes to the , would remove a $75 million
limit on liability for oil spill damages and put a new tax on the industry to fund
nationwide conservation projects.

Chellie Pingree, a Party congresswoman from Maine, said
the legislation will have a number of positive consequences.

She said, “If we had a clean energy economy powered by wind and solar
and tidal power we probably would not be here having this discussion today.”

House Republicans warned the bill would slash US oil and gas production
in the Gulf of Mexico, a major supplier of domestic energy, and cut high-
paying drilling jobs.

Republican Congressman Pete Sessions of Texas argued against the

legislation, saying it will stifle job growth and hurt the economy.

representative [ repri'zentotiv] n. X5t legislation [ ledsis'leifon] n. 7%

offshore ['of'fo:] adj. ¥rHEH side [said] v. HF
senate ['senit] n. B democratic [ demo'kreetik] adj. RF3M
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The bill faces strong opposition in the Senate. The upper house of
Congress is not expected to take up the issue until September.

Earlier Friday, BP’s incoming CEO Bob Dudley said it is time to scale
down the vast operation to clean up the Gulf of Mexico oil spill, but he stressed
his company’s commitment to fully restoring the environment.

Among other things, he said the company will establish a $100 million
fund to support drilling-rig workers in the Gulf of Mexico who are unemployed
because of the oil giant’s massive spill.
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President Obama says the US immigration system is “broken and
dangerous”, and the country’s borders are too vast for the problem to be solved
only by building more fences,

“In sum, the system is broken, and everybody knows it.” he said.

“Unfortunately, reform has been held hostage to political posturing and
special-interest wrangling, and to the pervasive sentiment in Washington that
tackling such a thorny and emotional issue is inherently bad politics.” Mr.
Obama added.

Speaking at American University’s School of International Service,
the president made his first major appeal for a comprehensive reform of the
nation’s immigration policies.

He did not announce any new initiatives on the issue, but called
overhauling the US immigration system “a moral imperative”.

White House officials say the president’s decision to speak about the
issue was influenced by several factors, including the state of Arizona’s recent

passage of a tough law against illegal immigrants.

fence ['fens] n. HHZ posturing ['postfarin] n. HfELAS
wrangling [renglin] n. 4+t pervasive [pa:'veisiv] adj. HiH)
thorny ['0o:ni] adj. %HlH imperative [im'perativ] n. T
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Mr. Obama said inaction at the federal level has led to what he considers a
bad law.

The new law has been met with protests around the country, although
polls show that a majority of Americans questioned support it.

In his campaign for president, Mr. Obama promised to reform the US
immigration system, and some critics are demanding that he speed the process.

Shortly after the president spoke, religious leaders demonstrated outside
the White House, calling for an overhaul to be passed this year.

The president said a comprehensive solution is needed for America’s

immigration problem.
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