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Lesson One

Text

Life In A Tropical Rain Forest

In jungles there is often a thick undergrowth along the ground. It is so thick
that,in order to get through' the jungle, men have to cut it with large knives.
There are many huge trees, and large vines hang down from them so that? their
tops cannot be seen from the ground. It is quite dark there because the leaves and
vines keep out the sunlight®. This kind of jungle, called a tropical rain forest, is
found in many places near the Equator.

In these forests it is always hot and damp. Rain falls almost every day of the
year, and the ground is never dry. There is no spring,summer, winter,or fall,
but only a dry season and a rainy season. In the dry season, there is less rain,but
there is never a time when the rain stops altogether. Nights and days are almost
the same length throughout the year.

The largest tropical rain forest in the world is in the great valley of the
Amazon River* in South America. This is not a region where it is easy for man to
live, because of the thick jungles, the heat, the dampness, the millions of
insects, and the poor soil. Nevertheless, there are people who live on this land,
and who farm it.

If you flew over the Amazon valley in an airplane, you would see clearings
here and there. Most of these clearings are near rivers. Rivers are roads in the
jungle. People can travel on them in boats from one place to another.

The people who live in the Amazon jungle are called Indians, but they are
just one of the many groups of people in the world called Indians. All the people
who were living in North and South America when the Europeans came are
called Indians. They speak many different languages,and live in many different
ways.

The Amazon Indians make clearings by cutting down the undergrowth and
then burning it. They do not cut down the big trees, but let the fire kill them.
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In the clearing, they build houses of palm leaves. Usually, several families live
together in one house.

The men are hunters and fishermen. There are not many animals in the
Amazon jungle,but the men look for birds and monkeys. Occasionally, they can
kill a larger animal. They use bows and arrows for hunting. Often they use
arrows that are poisoned,so that if an animal is hit anywhere on its body it will
die®. The men also spend a lot of time fishing in the rivers.

There are many dangers in the jungle and in the water of the rivers. A
dangerous fish called the piranha lives in the Amazon. It has many small teeth as
sharp as knives. Piranhas are not large fish, but when hundreds of them attack a
man at once,they can tear .he flesh from his bones in a few minutes. There are
also many snakes and insects. Along the banks of the rivers there are alligators.
The Indians hunt the alligator,because they can sell its skin and also eat its meat.
But the alligator is a dangerous animal, with strong jaws and sharp teeth, and it
can easily kill a man if he is not careful.

The women do most of the farming,and they also cook the food. After the
jungle has been cleared,the women plant food crops:a few fruits and vegetables,
but mostly a plant called manioc, which can be made into bread. The juice of the
manioc is poisonous, and the women must take great care® to get all the juice out’
of the manioc before they make it into bread. Besides the food they get from
hunting, fishing,and farming,the Indians also have the fruits that grow in the
jungle. Bananas,for instance,grow wild in the forest.

When the soil can no longer grow food, the Indians move on to another part
of the jungle. Since very few people live in the jungle, there is always plenty of
land. If there were many people, it would not be possible for them all to stay
alive, since there is so little food for man in the rain forest.

This is a hard life, but this kind of farming gave the world a great
civilization. A group of Indians named the Mayas lived in Central America. In the
past they built greét cities in the middle of the jungle,and they learned a great
deal about astronomy. The people in the cities were fed by farmers, who cleared
jungle land and grew crops for a few years, and then moved to new land. When
all the farmland around the cities was used up®, all the people moved to a

different region, built new cities, and started to farm again.
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Words and Expressions

tropical /' tropikal/ a. AR, TR
forest /' forist/ n. AR, B A

jungle /'dzangl/ n. IABK, AR

undergrowth /' andagroud/ n. (KEXKTHEDTERA, TA
vine /vain/ n. BB ,EAEY
sunlight /'sanlait/ n. FH

equator /1" kweita/ n. HRIE

damp /demp/ a. FRSH, BRY
length /lend/ n. K, KE

heat /hizt/ n. e, Bk

dampness /'deempnis/ n. BT

insect /'insekt/ n. BR,H

soil /sail/ n. e}

nevertheless /\nevada'les/ conj. , ad. R, AL

clearing /klierin/ n. €y Rl DEALS:
palm /pa:m/ n. PretE ()

leaves /lizvs/ n. T (), (leaf HEHED
fisherman /'fif[aman/ n. WaA

bird /ba:d/ n. 5

monkey /' mapki/ n. ®F

occasionally /' keizanli/ ad. B, ELH#

bow /bou/ n. 5,59

arrow /' eerou/ n. &, #RY

hunting /"hantin/ n. T%. 83

poison /' poizn/ v. FHRFE.HER o B.EYH



dangerous /'deind3ras/ a. yEASAES)
piranha /pi'reenha/ n. KEANA:BAH)
sharp /Ja:p/ a. BRI, RH
flesh /flef/ n. 7, Ak
bone /boun/ n. Bk, SRR REHR
snake /sneik/ n. i, B EEFAR A A
alligator /' eligeita/ n. B2
skin /skin/ n. B, BBk
jaw /dzo:/ n. i, 5
vegetable /' vedzitabl/ n. B3, HEY
manioc /' meeniok/ n. REREY
plant /pla:nt/ n. Y, VEY) v. 37, R1E
juice /dzuis/ n. OKR,BFEEMH &
poisonous /' poiznas/ a. BFEN.AEW
banana /ba’naina/ n. HH
for instance 241 F
plenty of WE, B, TEN
alive /o' laiv/ a. EHLTFERN.BIEIN
civilization /si'vilai’ zeifan/ n. SRR, 3k
the Mayas n. (B)EFN(REWENE R A —F)
astronomy /s’ tronemi/ n R
Word Study
hang vt. vi.
1. &
We are going to hang the picture on the left wall.
RIMTHIEXKEEELEEE.
I usually hang my coat in the hall.
REFHERREETE.
2. (R FER AR T B A
The room is hung with a red lantern.
ZEHNHEIRLAITE.
There are some washing hanging on the line.
BF LEFRITHARIR.
3. &I,ET
My sister’s hair hung down on her shoulders.
WIHER L A BER L.

The boy hung his head and admitted that it was done by him.
N 4 PR



XBERELRKNXRMTH .
4. ML, L PLK R
The robber was hanged for his crime.
XA REEE BT RITHMIE.
Hanging to death is generally considered too cruel.
AR EEBIANA KRBT .
5. &, TR, B
There are trees hanging over the lake.
X LU SR BRAE B L
6. BT Ak
The problem is still hanging.
XA RBEE .

Two days have passed but the decision is still hanging.

PR ET , TREEHEHIE .

kill vt vi.
LR, &

In the battle many soldiers were killed by the Japanese invaders.

EXREPIFEREETTFHEAREEFP.
Pigs are killed for meat.
RERANTRZA.
2. V6 BE i 8]
He usually kills his time by smoking. That is a too bad habit.
fib 5 A B 7 VB AT ] . XA ST BROERET .
Yesterday it killed me almost 20 minutes waiting for the bus.
FERSFZEIHEE T ik 20 4 Shag et a .
A, BB (HES)
This killed my appetite.
XERBRINZTEK.
His hope can’t be killed by this failure.
XA SR A R fth 49 A B K
4. 5IRIRFIA FBR
The movie was so funny that it simply killed us.
XABERBET,ZERNARE.
My joke killed her.
RULH STEPRICHRIET .
5. [, (X X 195

The shoes are killing me.



XEEREBIRMEET .
Exercises

I . Reading aloud:

The men are hunters and fishermen. There are not many animals in the Amazon
jungle, but the men look for birds and monkeys. Occasionally, they can kill a larger
animal. They use bows and arrows for hunting. Often they use arrows that are
poisoned, so that if an animal is hit anywhere on its body it will die. The men also spend
a lot of time fishing in the rivers.

There are many dangers in the jungle and in the water of the rivers. A dangerous
fish called the piranha lives in the Amazon. It has many small teeth as sharp as knives.
Piranhas are not large fish, but when hundreds of them attack a man at once, they can
tear the flesh from his bones in a few minutes. There are also many snakes and insects.
Along the banks of the rivers there are alligators. The Indians hunt the alligator,
because they can sell its skin and also eat its meat. But the alligator is a d;'mgerous
animal, with strong jaws and sharp teeth, and it can easily kill a man if he is not

careful.

I . Understanding the text

Choose the best answer for each of the following:

1. Why can’t the tops of the big trees be seen?
A. Because there are very thick undergrowth.
B. Because large vines hang down from huge trees.
C. Because the trees are many and huge.
D. Because large vines keep the sunlight out.

2. The seasons in the jungle consist of
A. winter and summer B. winter ,summer,spring,and fall
C. winter ,summer,and autumn D. rainy and dry seasons

3. The rain forest is hard to live in because of
A. the insects, poor soil, the heat and humidity, and the jungle
B. the dense foliage (HF)
C. the thick trees and the millions of insects
D. the thick trees, heavy rains and millions of insects

4. What do they make their houses out of?
A. By cutting down the undergrowth and burning it.
B. By clearing the land and using the wood.
C. Twigs and logs. D. Palm leaves.

5. What can the Indians do with alligators?

=



A. They eat the meat. B. They sell their skin.
C. They eat their meat and sell their skin. D. They keep them as pets.
6. What fruits grow in this jungle?
A. None. B. Pineapples and bananas.
C. Bananas and coconuts. D. Bananas.
7. What do the Indians do when they can no longer grow food in their clearing?
A. Plant flowers and eat them. B. Do hunting for food.
C. Move to another spot. D. Do fishing for food.

. Fill each space in the sentences below with the correct form of the word in bold print

above it. (T4 BEIAME LB REE) .
Example: beauty
A.The dress is very ____.
B. We should try to ___ our environment.
C. She writes ___ .
Answers: A. beautiful B. beautify C. beautifully
1. produce
A. - of cars has been stopped by the workers’ strike in the city.
B. China is one of the world’s main ___ of rice.
C.She was a _____ writer in 18th. century.
2. die
A. We don’t believe the man died a natural .
B.She  of a heart attack.
C. We cared for the poor, the diseased and the ___ .
3. farm
A. The Mikes liked to live in ____ buildings.
B. __ is of no easy work those days.

C. A person who manages a farm is a _

4. rain
A. The accident happened on a __ Monday evening.
B. A light __ has begun to fall. C.Isit ____ outside?
5. agree
A. She is really an unpleasant, ____ old woman.
B. They at last reached an ____ on the matter.
C. I like the place. I found here the food and the weather very .
6. destroy
A. Qur plans were ____ by it. B.Idon’t wish to ____ a life-long friendship.

C. Sunshine is a potent(3RH 7789) ____ of many bacteria (i) .
v 7 ——



7. travel

A. Peter nearly ten miles to buy the book.
B. How much is this bag?
C. Please write down the name here.

8. different
A. T should say he is a rather __ and uncommunicative man.
B. We get dlong quite well, though we have our ___ from time to time.
C. The modern cars ____ from the early ones in many respects.
9. hunt
A. They had gone to the forest to ___ animals for food.
B.We went a ____ expedition last weekend.
C. Orﬂy a very skilful __ can catch it.
10. cook
A. T could smell chicken __ in the kitchen.
B.Mary __ quite well, ask her to do it.
C. His elder brother isa ___ in the Holiday Inn.
11. possible
A. It was virtually ____ to stay awake all night.
B. I really don’t know what she could  be doing it for.
C. Why did he sit as far away from the others as 7
12. famous

A. He is jealous of Watson’s .

B. The women there are ____ for the shoes they made.
C.China is ___ for its silk.
13. thick
A. On both sides of the river plants grew .
B. The ___ of the wall shuts out the noise.
C. They were on the edge of the ___ forest.
14. pay
A.T6 buy the car he made a monthly _ of $ 240 for nearly two years.
B. The person a check is made out to is called the ___
C. Be sure to make your check ___ to me.
15. grow
A. Her father is a great flower ___ .
B. The construction bank is a fast ____ bank.
C. The area ____ peas everywhere.

V. (A)Change the following sentences to questions C¥ T 58] FZE gL 7] A)) :
R 8 J—



1. He used to see a movie every week.
2. Mr. Brown used to own a restaurant.
3. My sister used to be a doctor.

4.1 used to go shopping down town.

5. The family used to live in the suburb.

(B)Change the following sentences to negatives O T 3| A FA WM& EA]) :

1. She used to be a secretary.

2. The man used to go fishing in the country.
3.1 used to be able to buy spaghetti in the store.
4. He used to stay up very late.

5. We used to have rice with egg soup for lunch.

(C)Put the word “have” after the modal, make any other changes that are necessary (¢

“have”—iA] B FETE S sh iR G H , FH¥HH FELER SR
1. He must be tired when he comes home.

2. They must not feel very well.

3. She may stop in Japan for a visit.

4.1 would talk to you, but I am too busy.

5. The dinner must be ready because we can smell the food.

V. Translate the following sentences into Chinese C¥ F 3|8 FiEBIE) :

1.
2.

~

Nevetheless,there are people who live on this land, and farm on it.
In the dry season, there is less rain, but there is never a time when the rain stops

altogether.

. All the people who were living in North and South America when the Europeans came

are called Indians.

. This kind of jungle, called a tropical rain forest, is found in many places near the

Equator.

. When the soil can no longer grow food, the Indians move on to another part of the

jungle.

. The juice of the manioc is poisonous, and the women must take great:care to get all

the juice out of the manioc before they make it into bread.

. Since very few people live in the jungle, there is always plenty of land.
. They do not cut down the big trees, but let the fire kill them.
9.

This is a hard life, but this kind of farming gave the world a great civilization.

10. Piranhas are not large fish, but when hundreds of them attack a man at once, they

can tear the flesh from his bones in a few minutes.

V1. Fill in the blanks with words or expressions from the text (R FHIR] B IR HIE ) «

— 9 —



1. For instance, bananas in the rain forest.
2.1 should try to my cost of living this month in order to save some money to

last me for another ten days.

3. All the materials we have are ,we must get some elsewhere.

4. In the Amazon jungle there are not many animals, but the men birds and
monkeys.

5. It is not light here because the leaves and vines the sunlight.

6. There are still people who the land now.

7. The undergrowth is so that men have to cut it with large knives to go

through the jungle.
8. These people come from different parts of the world and they speak

languages.
9. A group of Indians named the Mayas Central America.
10. The men also spend a lot of time in the rivers.

VI. Complete the following sentences(5Z ¥, F % 4])F) :

1. (1B LLRT I aZ k) ,but I am not sure.

2. (YRESIEFET ), you must have been outside in the rain.

3. Andy ought to tell the class about his trip, (AT RBAE).

4. (XA E—ESENFHET) ,s0 he rents a house like
this. ‘

5. (NF| 48 J I California HEF ZE BN FEK) , and my
brother can go skiing up in the mountains.

6. The grocer looked up (24 1t Uy 2] b #E S B,

7.1 think I’d rather live in a tropical rain forest, (BR{#EZR
—ERETHEMBANENTE.

8. He says he will go (ARFZFMAELK.

9. Mr Brown has learned (EHEMARGFEBIHD.

10. An automobile factory is an enormous place, (& HJLE FH acre).

11. He is going down to the corner (FRHERBBHEVLERS).

12. (B ARERXRMILBREK) is one of the reasons why he’s

leaving the country.

13. (iX‘Eﬁ%W%KﬁZ:ﬁEGﬁ) because they are diseased.

14. CEHREHHFE) how he wanted the project carried out.

15. (RATEE R EZRH TR ‘ by going there to help my brother

who is in trouble.

VI. Complete each of the following sentences with the words given, make changes where



necessary (F FT 8 )R Z , A L ETIEZE LA ELL) :

nevertheless crop keep out sharp alligator equator poisonous
flesh damp poison juice skin plenty of arrow
soil dampness heat forest clearing alive

1. Some snakes are

2. The trees the sunlight.

3. Knives must be in order to cut through the thick undergrowth of the
jungle.

4.1 am very tired » I must stay up and study.

5. There is always the danger of meeting an near the river.

6. It is very hot near the

7. She is very thin. She doesn’t have much on his bones.

8. This year’s are promising. The peasants are very happy.

9. Please wipe the table with cloth.

10. He ate the apple and all.

11.1 always have jobs to be done at home.

12. Young people are and exciting like this.

13. Two cups of pineapple will do.

14. These birds died of lead (£%)
15. Time flies like an

16. You really don’t need to more food than I need.
17.1 am trying to solve the of the room by drying things.
18. They are proud of the fertile (ABIRK#) of their country.
19. We have a very good preserve there.
20. They two are alone in a in the forest.

. Cloze:

Fill in the missing words (& 24 #YiRE ) «

Some people do not like anything to be 1  of place; they are never late 2
work; they 3 their books to the library on time; they remember people’ s
birthdays; and they 4  their bills as soon as they arrive. Mr Dodds is _ 5 a
person.

Mr Dodds works in a bank, and lives 6  his own. The only family he has is in
the next town:his sister lives there _ 7  her husband, and her son, Mark. Mr Dodds
__8 not see his sister, or her family, from one year to the next, but he _ 9 thera
Chrismas cards, and he has not forgotten one of Mark’s seventeen birthdays.

Last week Mr Dodds had quite a surprise. He 10 home from the bank 11
the usual time, driving 12 too slowly nor too 13 ; h‘e parked his car where he



