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New Year’s Eve

For many people in the west, New Year’s Eve is the biggest party of the year. / It’s the time to get
together with friends or family / and welcome in the coming year. / New Year’s parties can take place in
different places. / Some people hold a house party; others attend street parties; / while some just go for a
few drinks with their friends. / Big cities have large and spectacular fireworks displays. / There is one thing
that all New Year’s Eve parties have in common, / the countdown to midnight. / When the clock strikes 12,
people give a loud cheer and sing songs. / It’s also popular to make a promise in the New Year. / This is
called a New Year’s resolution. / Typical resolutions include giving up smoking and keeping fit. / However,
the promise is often broken quite quickly / and people are back into their bad habits within weeks or days.
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New Year’s Eve

...Some people hold a house party; others attend street parties; / while some just go for a few drinks
with their friends...
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Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you four times. During the
first reading , which will be read at normal speed, listen and try to understand the meaning. For the
second and third readings, the passage will be read sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase, with
intervals of 15 seconds. The last reading will be read at normal speed again and during this time you

should check your work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check through your work once more.
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Making a Solar Water Heater

Solar water heaters are devices to use energy from the sun to heat water. / Solar water heating is used

around the world. / The solar water heater described here is based on a design developed some years ago. /
Since then, it has been built and used in many countries. / It can heat water to 60 degrees. / It can do this
between sunrise and noon on a clear day / with an average outside temperature of 32 degrees. / There are 2
parts to the solar water heater. / One part is made of a sheet of metal painted black. / This metal surface,
placed in contact with the water, will heat the water. / Black-painted surfaces that receive the sun’s heat /
become hotter than surfaces of any other color. / The black metal plate is called a collector. / Several kinds

of metal sheets are used for the collector. / Metal sheets with raised sections will work very well.

The Purpose of Science
Contrary to popular opinion, the purpose of science is neither to discover the ultimate “truth’,/ nor to
offer its findings as absolute and final. / Scientific theories are always subject to modification / if new
evidence becomes available. / Science, as we have said,/ attempts to accumulate data based on the available

evidence. / It is often not known if or when additional evidence may be forthcoming. / Moreover, scientific

* 7.
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findings reflect knowledge of the immediately known universe. / We have not been everywhere in the universe/
nor have we experienced other possible conditions different from those we know at present. / Thus, in keep-
ing with the principle of objectivity,/ science must deal with probability, not certainty,/ and thus cannot
present its findings as the absolute and final truth. / There is an extremely high probability that the sun will

rise tomorrow,/ bul no one really knows for certain.

The Empire State Building

The tallest building in New York City is “going green” ./ The Empire State Building is not being
painted. / But it is getting an environmental make-over. / The Empire State Building opened in 1931. / It
stands just over 443 meters tall. / For many years it was the tallest building in the world. / Soon, it will be
one of the world’s greenest. / The owners of the historic building say a planned make-over / will reduce ener-
gy use in the building by 38% . / It will save more than $ 4,000,000 a year in energy costs. / The Empire
State Building has 6,500 windows. / New, special, thick glass will replace the glass currently in the win-
dows. / This glass will make the inside of the building cooler in summer and warmer in winter. / Workers will
also add energy efficient lights and improved building control systems. / These will include more modern air

cooling and heating systems.

Development and Waste

The more “developed” we get, the more we throw away. / The waste output of an average American has
nearly doubled in the last 40 years. / And all around the world, rubbish heaps are growing with the industri-
alization of many countries. / In the mid 1990s, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
countries / were producing almost two tons of household and industrial waste per person each year. / Africans
generalte less, / but more than two thirds of their rubbish is not formally disposed of at all. / Recycling levels
in developed countries are climbing, / but have not kept pace with their increasing output. / And our hunger
for the latest consumer items / is leaving graveyards of many complex and dangerous items / such as compu-
ters and televisions. / At the same time, / we are losing valuable raw materials to the garbage heap, / and

misspending energy on making new products.

Self-concept

The self-concept is a complex structure. / This complexity is illustrated by the idea of multiple selves. /
We seem to be a different person in each of many different situations. / An example may clarify this
concept. First, picture yourself at an athletic event. / Now, contrast this image with one of yourselves taking
a final exam. / Finally, imagine yourself at work on a very busy day. / You should probably describe yourself
differently in each setting. / Which image is really you? Of course, all are. / We have multiple selves, each
dependent on a context. Together they form our self-concept. / It is the context that makes certain aspects of
our self-concept more important at a particular moment. / Self-concept is composed of our beliefs, values,
and attitudes. / Our beliefs give our self-concepts their substance, / our values give them aspirations and
standards, / and our attitudes give them motivation. / These three elements provide a structure in which we

develop and build ourselves.
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