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Abstract

Composition of Annual Report on Religions in China has been edited by two experts
from the Institute of World Religions (IWR ), Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
since 2008. The volume of 2010 report is contributed by the two editors, and six
scholars from T'WR. and three others from Peking University, Shanghai Academy of
Social Sciences, and Nanjing University.

The Report points out that since the Reforms and Opening Up in the 1980s, the
Chinese society has seen a religious culture revival of unprecedented scale. At the same
time, there are many new challenges. Some of the most important events and issues in
the year 2010 include the status of Confucianism, the eighth national conference of
Chinese Catholics, bishop ordination in Chengde and the following controversies
between China and Vatican, great change in religious pattern and the negative effects of
religious conflicts in the world. For this reason, “China’s strategy of religious culture”
has become the most prominent subject of research in the study of contemporary
religions in China.

The Report indicates that generally speaking the major religions in China have had a
good year in 2010, showing positive and healthy development trends. Buddhism is
developing “ positively and stably ”. Taoism has made significant progress in its
organizational and institutional structure, cultural development, personnel cultivation,
temple buildings, social involvement and public relations. Christian churches have been
contributing to the construction of a civil society in China with their major projects and
activities. Islamic Associations at various levels are actively involved in the construction
of “harmonious mosques” around the country. The Chinese Catholic Association held
its eighth national conference and a new bishop ordination in Chengde. Confucian
studies in 2010 finally moved away from theoretical controversies about the religious
status of Confucianism, and turned instead to seeing it as a given form of religion,
studying it and observing its relation with other religions as such.

The Report includes discussions on the problems facing the major religions and tries
to propose solutions. Buddhism suffers from a discrepancy between the numbers of

temples and followers. It is argued that there should be proper channeling and lawful



management based on the needs of Buddhist followers, and no more rampant
construction of temples and outdoors statues. Recent controversies about Liyi suggest
that the Chinese society has great interest in Taoist health techniques and methods. It is
an indication of the people’s need for religious products, and also the need on Taoism’s
part for a new public image as well as scholarly reflection on its religious culture.

Elements of a civil society inherent in Chinese Christianity have been manifesting
themselves in various ways in recent years. This is a good basis for Chinese Christians to
take part in the construction of a civil society, and contribute to a harmonious country.

For Chinese Catholics, controversies between Chinese Catholics and the Roman
Catholic Church around the eighth national conference and Chengde ordination show
that there is still a long way to go to solve the problems between China and Vatican. In
Confucian studies, after freeing themselves of the controversy about the religious status
of Confucianism, scholars can focus their attention on the given forms and carriers of
Confucianism, thus responding to the need of present time, and making contributions
to the construction of a spiritual home for the Chinese people.

The “Hot Issues” column in this year’s Report pays attention to “ New
Religions” in the future tense as well as the past and the present. It points out that the
primary work is to acquire knowledge about new religions, i. e. , to learn the real
situations of new religions both in China and overseas. Attention should be paid to the
organization and evolvement of new religions, their organizational, mobilizing and
propaganda capacities, and transformation patterns. Research and reflection should
proceed on such basis. Review and revaluation on new religions studies are needed for
future academic work in China, to improve the dialogue and mutual understanding
among politicians, education professionals and the academia. The report indicates that
since the dawn of the new century, research on NRMs and cults in China has been
focused on three points: critique of destructive cults, studies on the successful new
religions, and ever increasing emphasis on case studies based on field work. The report
argues that studies on new religions can help the Chinese society better appreciate new
religions and religious phenomena other than the “Big Five”. It is of great importance
both for theoretical discussions and practical solutions.

This year’s “Local Studies” column focuses on Taiwan. It is argued that
dominance of folk religion and co-existence of many religions is the feature of Taiwan’s
religious pattern. In the past two decades, there have been some changes in the
religious landscape in Taiwan. Public opinion and the legal system have taken the place’

of intelligence agencies as the major religious administrative organ. Politics’ interference



on religion has declined, and there is more and more diversification in religious
administration. The report points to several basic facts about religions in Taiwan such as
the explosion of number of NRMs, media prestige enjoyed by folk religions, and
different Buddhist orders’ involvement in the initiation of charity works and their effect
as psychological stabilizers. Attention is also paid to the efforts by traditional Buddhist
denominations to institutionalize their organization, transform dogmas and improve
public image. Both the fallure and the success of Christianity in Taiwan are discussed-
failure to “conquer” the land and success to remain stable. Generally speaking,
religions in Taiwan have played a positive and healthy role in society. Religious
communication across the Taiwan Strait has taken six forms: ancestor worship and roots-
finding activities, religious classics lecturing and preaching, academic symposiums,
exchange and tour of sacred objects, the “Ciji” model, and celebration of religious
festivals. For the future, the mainland and Taiwan could develop religious
communication channels based on complementary strong suits, and join hands for global

development.
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