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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Elimination of absolute poverty is the strongest desire of Chinese
people during this century.

Poverty generally refers to insufficiency of goods, and therefore
makes it impossible for an individual or family to keep a living in line
with certain standards. There are two kinds of measurements of poverty
regarding basic existence conditions and relative social status (e.g.,
the standards of “ordinary people”) respectively. The former one is
the criterion set for absolute poverty, and the latter for relative poverty.

In different socio-economic systems, and in the different develop-
ment stages of the same socio-econemic system or different regions of
the same country, the causal forces of poverty and the interactions of
them are of great differences. The types and mechanisms of poverty are
also different with each other. Accordingly the poverty alleviation
movement should employ various measures concerning the types and
mechanisms of poverty.

In the developing countries nowadays, poverty takes the form of a
social syndrome, nevertheless in different social systems, the attributes
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of poverty are essentially different. Even the same affecting factors of
poverty can cause poverty to different degree in different societies, for
example, unfaimess regarding opportunity exists in both capitalist and
socialist countries, but in capitalist countries it mainly takes form of in-
equality of ownership of means of production. Meanwhile, in some so-
cialist countries poverty is mainly caused by inequality of rights of uti-
lizing means of production.

Successful poverty alleviation movement needs not only appropri-
ate strategy, but also appropriate policies. It is in fact a complex sys-
tematic engineering. It is also a part of the evolution of the socio-eco-
nomic system as a whole. Therefore anti-poverty movement needs carry
out a set of policies aiming at overcoming different problems. At the
same time it is also needed to coordinate properly the achievement of
the goal of reducing poverty and the achievement of the other goals of
socio-economic development so that vast social resource can be mobi-
lized and the benefits from the anti-poveérty can be yielded to the high-
est possible level. It should not be forgotten, however, in different so-
cial systems, the policies for reducing poverty are of different natures
and foci.

The People’s Republic of China has been developed from a semi-
feudal and semi-colonial society. Since the establishment of New
China, Chinese people have made enormous efforts under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party of China to get rid of the backward situa-
tion of China and the poverty of Chinese people. Since the early
1980s, the Party and the governments of various levels have already
carried out various programmes to alleviate poverty on large scale. The
socialist system has provided firm basis for the antipoverty undertaking,
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and the poverty alleviation programme has achieved considerable suc-
cesses. But owing to the low level of the development of social produc-
tivity, the imperfection of the social system in many concrete aspects
and the unfair international economic orders, there still exist a great
number of population in poverty nowadays in China. It is the require-
ment of the socialist system that poverty must be eliminated thoroughly
and all Chinese people should be able to enjoy the basic human rights
of existence fully. Accordingly China should cope with poverty relief in
a way of development. As long as the progress made in process of re-
ducing poverty, it will also be needed to adjust the poverty reducing
strategy continually and timely in line with the changing types of the
poverty and the interactive structures of the variables that affect pover-
ty. In the coming years, the intensification of the poverty reducing
strategy should gradually shift from an enclosed and inward system to a
system that is highly open in nature.

As the spatial pattern of the poverty in China is moving westward,
the main battle field of the reducing poverty campaign has been trans-
ferred gradually to the minority nationalities’ regions in west China
where reducing poverty needs to be conducted not only directly in eco-
nomic term, but also indirectly in cultural term. The cultural reform
could play a significant role in rationalization of the microeconomics be-
haviours of the poor.

It is needed to develop pertinent theories of reducing poverty as
long as the development of the practice, and these theories need to be
deepened further in line with the requirement of the practice. In this
field of study, however, there are still a lot of gaps to be filled up.
This book is a part of a trial with respect to inquiry into this sphere.
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