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Unit 1 Love of Reading

ing

Text A One Writer’s Beginnings
Text B Prison Studies

Overvicw

Do you have a love of reading? How did it develop? For a love of books and
reading can spring from many sources. For those children lucky enough to be
raised in a family where they are surrounded by books, a lifelong habit can
start young. Our first text recalls just such an upbringing, one that laid the be-
ginnings of not only a love of reading but also an outstanding career as a
writer. For some a love of reading takes hold later in life and sometimes in
circumstances that at first sight seem far from favourable. This is illustrated in
our second text. It tells the tale of someone put off books and learning at an
early age only to develop a mastery of language and love of reading later in
life when he found himself in prison.




Part | Listening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Listen to a talk about reading and see if you echo the views expressed.

i
|
‘\ cocoa n. [ Hy, T[T (R)

The following words in the recording may be new to you: ]

lemonade n. AFAEK ‘
v

Script for the recording:

How do you feel about books? Do you enjoy read-
ing a wide variety to broaden your point of view? Do
you dislike having your reading set for you or prefer to
make your own choice? Do you look forward to your
trips to the library? In the talk you are about to listen
to all these points are touched upon. Listen and judge
whether the views expressed agree with your own.

I believe that you can learn almost anything
through books. It’s hard to think of a subject where
nobody has written a book about yet. By reading a
good book you can take a look inside someone’s mind
and heart. There’re as many different books as there’re
different people; as many books as opinions. I grew up
in a family where everyone loved books so I saw a lot of
reading and was read to a lot as well. This way I natu-
rally developed a love for reading.

When I entered high school I had to read books
that someone else had picked out and it almost killed
my love for reading. I have always found that the right
book will come into my life at the exact right time,
instead of being forced upon me. Luckily my love for

Aifer Lisiening

books survived so I can pass it on to my children now.
For Roger books have always been especially important.
Since he has some physical challenges, and learned to
walk at a later age than usual, books were his favorite
way to explore the world and they still are.

Because they read so much my children have come
to realize that there are many different opinions about
a subject. I think that’s wonderful because they don’t
automatically assume that things are a certain way,
like they would when they would learn from one
teacher. Instead they learn to think for themselves,
take all the information they’ve gathered into account,
and then form their own opinion.

We visit our local library at least twice a week and
the boys usually come in with long wish lists of books,
software and educational videos they want to check
out. Every time we come home with big bags full of
books and other educational material. In the winter we
sit down to read in front of the fire and drink hot
cocoa, while in the summer we love to read in the
shade of a big tree with some cool lemonade. The older
children often read by themselves but they also enjoy
reading to the younger ones, as do I.

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. The speaker naturally developed a love for reading because she grew up in a family where

everyone loved books so she saw _g [ot of reading and was read to a lot_as well.
2. The speaker’s love for reading was almost killed in high school because she had to read books

that _someone else had picked out .

3. According to the speaker, it is more advantageous for her children to learn from books than to

_learn from one teacher . This is because reading enables them to learn to __think for themselves
take all the information they’ve gathered into account, and then _form their own opinion .

4. The speaker and her family visit their local library at least twice a week and the boys usually
come in with long wish lists of _hooks , _software and educational videos they want to check out.
%‘_,

Unit 1 Love of Reading
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Part Il Reading Task

Text A

What attitudes did your family have toward reading when you were a child? Did books surround you?
Which books did your parents or other relatives read to you or suggest that you read? How did you
feel about books as a child growing up? Read on to see if your experiences in any way match those of
the author.

Wew Words and Expressions

(RIEMSRT “—MEKR"(TR) Y
WIC: BERBEMART “BEE
R”(RE) WIRIC; MIEKFMA
RrT “EEEXR” MRIC:; B#
1k RR BN IRIC)

One Writer’s Beginnings'
Eudora Welty

1 I learned from the age of two or three that any room in

our house, at any time of day, was there to read in, or to be

rocker /'roka/ n. rocking-chair 34 read to. My mother read to me. She’d read to me in the big
tick /tik/ vi. make light, regularly re-
peated sound & i i# & 7 bedroom in the mornings, when we were in her rocker

vt. put a small mark against (names,
figures, etc.) to show that sth. is
correct &+ 374

together, which ticked in rhythm as we rocked, as though we

rhythm /'ridom/ n. regular successions had a cricket accompanying the story. She’d read to me in the
of weak and strong stresses, accents,
sounds of movements (in speech, dining room on winter afternoons in front of the coal fire,

music, dancing, etc.) (3%, &F&.
BHFN) A, ¥E

in rhythm # % %M with our cuckoo clock? ending the story with “Cuckoo,” and
cricket® /'krikit/ n. ¥%3&; 153k (& ) ) ;
%) at night when I'd got in my own bed. I must have given her
give sb. no peace keep disturbing
> 3 . . . .
sb. it XARF LT no peace. Sometimes she read to me in the kitchen while she

churn /t{3im/ v. beat and shake (cream)
in a tub; make (butter) in this way;

oot o hipuids, Skt netn wok sat churning, and the churning sobbed along with any story.
agitation #t# (LA8); BEHIUAS )
# (), Sl (F) REAR It was my ambition to have her read to me while I churned;

sob 4 /spb/ vi. draw in breath sharply
and irregularly from sorrow or pain,
esp. while crying; make the sound
like that of sobbing "&°H, #i%;

once she granted my wish, but she read off my story before I

% oty oR 7 brought her butter. She was an expressive reader. When she
n. b8 (F) , #Hix () _ . . . :
ambition /zm'bifan/ n. strong desire was reading “Puss in Boots,” for instance, it was impossible
(to be or do sth.); object of such a
?;S;; B0, e A0 RS, not to know that she distrusted all cats.
expressive /k'spresiv/ a. (esp. of words : : o L
(I;raface) fulrl’offeeling :nd oo 2 It had been startling and disappointing to me to find
ing AR, FA ARG )
puss /pus/ n. (word used to call a) cat out that story books had been written by people, that books

(7 R a B R 35) oK

.&. \Unit1 Love of Reading



