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A Brief Introduction

Zhang Zhongjing was a well-known medical scholar in the
history of traditional Chinese medicine and author of Treatise on
Febrile and Miscellaneous Diseases, an important book on tradi-
tional Chinese medicine which has produced a tremendous influ-
ence on Chinese medicine for nearly 1800 years. On the basis of
past research and his own studies in recent years and adopting a
philosophical and scholastic approach, the biographer analyses of
the objective and subjective factors that contributed to the forma-
tion of Zhang's academic achievements, and expounds on the
philosophical thoughts, medical theory, and professional ethics
contained in the Treatise on Febrile and Miscellaneous Diseases as
well as how the book, during its long course of dissemination and
evolution, became the guiding thought of Chinese medicine. A-
gainst the background of specific stages of the development of
Chinese medicine, the biography gives a systematic account of
Zhang’s academic thoughts and their implications, attributes to
him a high status in the history of Chinese medicine and presents
the author’s opinions on the achievements and limitations of

Zhang’s theory.
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