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PREFACE

Nie Chin

A musical tune on my mobile woke me up at about 1 am UK time in the dusky
morning. I knew it must be an urgent message. Indeed it was 6 texts with the repeated
words ‘Write a preface in English for my new book within 10 days’. No ‘please’, no ‘thank
you’, only 6 times!

That bossy order was from my 73 year old father who is called Mr. Yu Wen by all
his friends and colleagues. ‘Mr’ in Chinese concept means intelligent or knowledgeable
man. Father deserves it mainly because of his wide knowledge of Chinese history,
literature and art, and even his fascination and self taught expertise in medical matters.

Writing another book is Father’s newest dream and one in which his heart lays.
He is very determined and serious about anything related to this ambition. He actually
started planning for his dream whilst he creatively converted my sister’s large basement
into his very own study. Gradually building it into his own kingdom where, flooded
with all kinds of books, he drowns himself in his favourites: Dream of the Red Chamber
, Romance of the Three Kingdoms, and Comédie Humaine , Les Misérables, Notre-
Dame de Paris, Hamlet, King Lear , A Tale of Two Cities , Hard Times. Some days he
would hide himself deep within his kingdom for so long that my mother had to knock
on the study door (which acted as his barricade from the outside world) and exclaimed
in a trembling voice “You, the old bookworm, come out now!! 7, and Father stretched his
head from the little gap in the door and said “Woman, I am still alive, there is no need to
shout so loud, and you’ll wake the dead.”

That is Father’s dry sense of humour. In my family’s eyes, father is not only a
bookworm but a happy, naughty old child from head to toe. Actually, his character does
not match his hard childhood. He lost his mother when he was only 6 years old." Under



the guardianship of his frail father and cold-hearted step-mother, his childhood was one
of hunger, cold and frequent cruel abuse, a few scars on his arms still tell the tale of how
his stepmother tortured him with highly-heated iron sticks, but we always see his smile
hang lower on the corner of his mouth when he recollects those hard times. It has been a
mystery to us as to why it did not bring him a gloomy character as others usually had and
how he actually turned himself around to treat life positively and others kindly.

Father has played table tennis for many years. Regarded as a left-handed champion
in his hometown, he can still give you an impressive smash within 2 seconds, even now!
Playing Chinese chess has been Father’s favourite activity. He sometimes deliberately
spends hours and hours to finally move only one space on the board and immediately
seizes the moment to catch your king when you lose your concentration. Father also
favours playing cards, designing game rules with youngsters especially those 6 to 12 year
old boys, except my brother who rebelled against his dominance, as father easily changed
or altered the game rules 180 degrees.

Recent years, Father became more diligent and interested in new technology. He
makes phone calls every day to chat with his friends, colleagues, relatives, fans and certainly
me and my son, sometimes just to greet his colleagues with “What are you doing”, “Have
you eaten dinner?” “How was your day?” Some months he increased our phone bills by
up to 4 or 5 times what was normal! This obviously resulted in a punishment from my
mother of no phone calls for one month. But this did not deter him, he still does the
same after the served month’s punishment. Seeing many young people holding the latest
mobile, Father urged my sister to give him one, not just any old phone, the latest one
only! This soon led to text messages being spread to every corner of the world he could
reach. Very quickly, Father became a ‘one finger man’ who only uses their index finger to
type on a computer keyboard. With his magical single finger, Father punctually delivered
his 10 riddles in his blog every day, which he compiled into his first riddles book.

Father said, ‘70 years of age is just middle age. I am still very much alive. I must
make my dream come true’. Just like he cheerfully explored new walk routes when he was
in England, which almost caused my husband to call 999 police emergency (UK), Father
has tirelessly pursued this dream for a long time calling it ‘the long march’. I think this

long march is how his articles came about.

£00 |



X 1N

800 |

To be honest, I am not really sure if Father’s articles will meet the popular taste of
youth as I don’t think father has used a fashionable or particularly modern way of writing
and may not have presented his life with the rose-coloured glasses we would all like
our lives to be. Think of this as conversations and anecdotes of experiences shared with
friends about his life and the people he knew. I believe without doubt, that we can not
only read but truly see between the lines, his care, his love, his wit and his passion. I think
that is what his articles deliver to us. I remember the famous contemporary artist Fang
Lijun said ‘Artists will last long, as long as they grasp the esséntials of life. Only when
these essentials are meaningful to society can the artist’s works be called works of art, and
only when these works are important to society can the artists approach their dreams’. I
am sure Father’s book is meaningful to him and by allowing us to share this with him; I

believe his dream may finally have been reached.
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