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Preface to the Chinese edition
of American Juvenile Justice,
Chinese People’s Public
Security University 2010

The prospect of this book coming to China would be an honor in
any era, but it is a particular pleasure to see these essays become a-
vailable during a period when adolescent development and the transi-
tion from childhood to adulthood are changing quickly and challenging
legal and social planning. Economic development and the radical ex-
pansion of education have lengthened the period of transition from
childhood to full adulthood in the P. R. C. , especially in urban areas.
While the strains and risks of adolescent development will differ in the
P.R. C. from Western experience, the strategic problem of creating
legal institutions and doctrines to cope with semi — autonomous youth
is as difficult (and as important) in 21st century China as anywhere
else in the modern world.

The transition from traditional to modern social structures means
social and educational mobility. In the P. R. C. of the 21st century,
children will not grow up to be “just like their parents” and this will
require social and legal controls outside familial settings. At the same
time, it is both inefficient and unfair to bring the full force of crimi-
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nal punishment down on adolescent misbehavior. Inefficient because
much adolescent offending is resolved in the process of normal matu-
rity — the best known cure for youth crime is growing up! Unfair be-
cause part of the process of growing up is learning from inevitable
mistakes.

While the process of adolescent development described in Part 1
of this book, and the basic principles as developed in Part II have par-
allels in modern Chinese life, many of the specific problems discussed
in Part IV of the volume are not likely to be reproduced. Handgun use
is not likely to proliferate among teenagers in Shanghai, nor is teen
pregnancy apt to become an epidemic in Beijing. Yet the principles
employed to sort through these problems can be of use in developing
policy for adolescent offenses in modern China even when the particu-
lar problems are different.

While the problems of coping with juvenile offenders are complex
and difficult, the morale of judges and service workers in modem ju-
venile courts is very much higher than in the criminal justice system.
The restraint in use of punishment allows those who work with young of-
fenders to see themselves as helping. So juvenile courts are the hopeful
part of the legal system that controls offending in most Western devel-

oped nations, and that hopefulness is the genius of juvenile justice.

Franklin E. Zimring
Berkeley, CA
March 2009
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