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SOME BASIC

CONSIDERATIONS
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The following article has been- adapted from a videotaped
discussion on “American Higher Education and the Chinese
Students” by Mrs. Julie Hu and Mr. Yau-de Wang, Student
Advisors at the Foundation for Scholarly Exchange.
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EVERY YEAR over 5,000 college graduates from the Republic of
China go abroad to pursue further studies. Of these outbound
students more than 90 per cent head for the United States. Whether -
or not they can succeed in their studies and enjoy their period
abroad greatly depends upon the preparations they make prior to
their departure. Such preparations should begin with an under-
standing of the American educational system, especially as it
relates to the students from this country.

Superficially, the patterns and terminology of Chinese higher
education are very similar to those of American higher education;
the two systems outwardly appear closer than do the American and
British or European systems. However, this similarity can be decep-
tive, and it is very helpful for both Chinese and Americans to keep
in mind some important differences.

The first of these is the sheer number of universities and colleges
in the United States. There are 3,055 postsecondary accredited
institutions, 1,683 of which offer at least four years of education,
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and of these, 800 offer graduate programs. In contrast, in the
Republic of China there is a total of 101 institutions, 26 being
four-year schools and 20 offering graduate programs.

The system of accreditation in the United States is also signifi-
cantly different. Six private, regional accrediting associations and
numerous professional and specialized associations are responsible
for setting and maintaining academic standards for institutions and
particular fields of study. The only role the federal government
has in this process is to publish annually a list of all schools which
have been accredited by one of the regional accrediting bodies. In
the Republic of China, however, institutions of higher education
are recognized by only one agency, the Ministry of Education.
Here too, the Ministry controls the establishment and operation of
all public and private education, whereas in the United States con-
trol is left almost entirely to each individual state. The federal gov-
ernment does, however, strongly influence institutions through a
system of grants, their distribution often dependent upon the uni-
versity’s meeting certain conditions related to facilities and admis-
sion policies.

The number and quality of the students who can and do pursue
higher education in the two countries is also a point of contrast. In
the Republic of China only about 25 per cent of all those who take
the annual nationwide entrance examination are admitted to a
four-year university. In the United States, though there are some
college entrance examinations which are very widely used, these
are not the only criteria for admission.For example, some state uni-
versities are, by law, obligated to accept all high school graduates
from their state. As a result, almost every high school graduate
who wishes can find a place in a college, though he may not survive
the first semester. United States undergraduates aren’t, as a whole,
the same elite group as their Chinese counterparts, though this is
not necessarily the case in highly selective schools. Admission of
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graduate students in both countries differs similarly, with an
entrance examination again being practically the only criterion in
the Republic of China.

Foreign students wishing to study at a Chinese umvers1ty apply
through the Ministry of Education. Foreign students applying for
study in the United States, however, apply directly to the univer-
sity. All schools share certain common requirements, yet each has
its own timetable, detailed regulations, and admission forms. The
only control by the government is in the issuance of student visas
which, nevertheless, can be a decisive element in the process of
admission.

For students who desire to study in the United States, two key
factors should be considered: their English proficiency and the
costs that will be involved. The first semester of school is usually
a period full of frustration and discouragement for a Chinese
student. Though better prepared in English than many other
foreign students, they often have difficulty understanding lectures
and presenting opinions. Overcoming these difficulties is an im-
portant factor in their becoming successful and happy with the ex-
perience. After arrival, frequent participation in student activities
and off-campus informal gatherings will allow for more practice
with English, as well as an opportunity to make friends and to
better understand American culture. No students should waste
time feeling ashamed about their English, for to expect to learn
perfect English is unrealistic and may even worsen their problem.
Research has shown that it is almost impossible for an adult to
acquire a native speaker’s proficiency in English. To “take it easy”
is not only a good phrase to remember when depressed, but also a
good motto to adopt when learning English. Before a student
leaves Taiwan, he or she can practice by listening to English radio
programs, reading aloud dialogues, and reciting short English arti-
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cles.

When taking financial problems into consideration the students
must realize that attending school in the United States, including
both tuition and living costs, can range from $6,000 to $ 10,000
per year. Generally, public universities in the south are the cheap-
est, and private east and west coast universities are the most ex-
pensive. For some students, especially those entering scientific or
technical fields with excellent academic backgrounds and good pro-
ficiency in English, financial assistance from the university is possi-
ble. However, only about 10% of foreign students receive financial
aid from a college or university; 64% rely on their own or family
resources, and the rest are sponsored by their own government or
have some other kind of financial aid.

After considering these factors a student desiring to study in the
United States should make sure whether or not he or she meets the
basic qualifications for study abroad. The most fundamental re-
quirement of the R.0.C. government is that the applicant should
be a graduate of a Ministry of Education—recognized college, either
a junior college or a degree-granting institution. There have been
cases where a student went through the whole application process
and even obtained admission from a school only to discover that it
wasn’t possible to attend because this one requirement of the gov-
ernment had not been met.

The student should then become familiar with the other require-
ments that must eventually be met. The Ministry of Education
issues a “Study Abroad Certificate” which is necessary in order to
obtain a'student passport and student visa. To qualify for this cer-
tificate, the student must be a college graduate, have proof of
admission from a recognized foreign institution (an 1-20 form), a
score of at least SO0 on the TOEFL, two letters of recommenda-
tion, proof of completion of military service, and evidence of at-
tendance at a Study Abroad Orientation Class sponsored by the
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