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Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out In three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced




The Doones

CEAATTTER 2

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
»  What had happened to John Ridd's father?
»  Who were Annic and Lizzie?

» Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

§ LURYA OOKE

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how I left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?" | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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1. Just then a man with horses came round the corner.
ReERE, —MESNBANEBLHRAT.

We left Tiverton early in the morning.
—KRERIRMFT T HAE

The mist lay thick on the moor so that we could
not see beyond our horses’ heads.
B LR, RISTEENDSLATEAARAE,

They were heavy, big men, carrying guns.

MM EARZE, FEREHR,

Al the lands were owned by these two men, and
each received one half of the money got from
them.
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| was only a boy when my father died; but | knew
that my time would come.
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| THE WYSTERIOUS 1SLAND

Introduction

The writer Jules Verne was born at Nantes, in the west of
France, in 1828. Dates are quite important in this Introduction.
Jules Verne’s stories told the readers about very many things
that were going to be used or discovered or invented in the
future. For example, there is a big submarine in The Mysterious
Island, which Jules Verne wrote in 1874. There were submarines
at that time. Indeed, the French had a submarine called the
Nautilus in 1801. It carried three men, and they turned its
propeller by hand. The appearance of a power-driven submarine
like the one in this book had to wait until the development of
the internal combustion (petrol) engine in 1885. The electric
lights in the submarine might have been like those that Edison
developed in 1879.

Jules Verne studied law, but he began writing plays for the
stage. In 1862 he produced the first novel of the kind he is best
known for today. It was Cing semaines en ballon (Five Weeks
in a Balloon). It showed that Jules Verne could make imaginary
journeys exciting. And it was the first of the novels that have
given Verne the name of the “father of science fiction”. It was
an immediate success in France. People in other countries
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I THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND

heard about it, and Verne’s French novel was translated into

English, for example, in 1869.

Other science fiction novels followed. Here are just four of
them:

1864 Voyage to the Centre of the Earth

1865 From the Earth to the Moon-in the story the journey
took 97 hours 20 minutes.

1869 Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea—in which
lules Verne introduced the devilish Captain Nemo in his
submarine, the Nautilus. You will meet Captain Nemo
again in this book.

1873 Round the World in Eighty Days—with plenty of laughter
added to the adventure and scientific discovery. By this
time, there was no delay: the novel appeared in English
and other languages in the same year 1873.

The science fiction stories of Jules Verne are still popular.
Readers have certainly met one or more of them in film or on
television. The success of his books made it possible for him to
buy a fishing-boat on which he sailed and wrote. As he became
more successful, he bought bigger boats and saited longer
distances. All the time, the books poured from his pen.

It was only when he lost his eyesight in 1902 that Jules
Verne stopped writing and sailing. He died in 1905.
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