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FOREWORD

Situated in borderland and occupied by many nationalities,
Yunnan 1s a mountainous province with a termtory of 380, 000
square kilometers, 94 percent of which is mountainous areas, and a
population of 40  million, one — third of which belongs to the 25
munority nationalities. It borders three Southeast Asian countries:
Vietham, Laos and Myanmar, with a borderhne of 4, 060
kilometers. In Yunnan Province, more than 6 milhion people have
not got nd of poverty and the shortage of the energy resources n ru-
ral areas has hindered the rural social and economc development
for a long time and worked against women’ s emancipation from
strenuous housework. Yunnan 1s one of the main forest regions in
China. There are abundant fdrest resources, but the  consumption
of the forest resources 1s great. According to statistics, the annual
consumption in the whole province is 49 million cubic meters, ex-
ceeding the growth increment more than 2 mullion cubic meters.
Since the shortage of the rural energy resources has not been solved
thoroughly, part of the consumed forest resources are used as the
low — valued fuel for living, accounting for more than 54% . The
population increases, the decrease of the forest resources speeds
up, which has caused the ecological environmental deterioration.
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The villagers, particularly women, have to spend much time gomng
out for firewood. In some places, 1t takes more than three months
for villagers to collect firewood every year. If the nearby forests run
out, they have to go far to the state — owned forest areas or other vil-
lages’ collective forest areas to cut trees illegally so as to solve the
problem of fuel for cooking. If this case lasts a long time, contri-
dictions and conflicts between villages or individuals will emerge as a
result of scrambling for forests, which will do harm to the rural sta-
bility and unity. Since the adoption of Mr. Deng Hsiaoping’ s rural
reform policy, the problem of fuel for cooking has become increas-
ingly evident with the solution of food and clothing in the vast coun-
tryside m Yunnan Province. In recent years, although governments
at all levels took many measures to solve the problem and made a
great progress in the project of changing kitchen ranges and saving
firewood, some deep - seated problems closely related to the inter-
ests of farmers, especially women n rural areas, have not been
studied thoroughly or solved properly.

The pace is slow in the construction of the energy resources in
rural areas. The reason accounting for this, to a great degree, 1s
that the women’ s tole of “half the sky” (which means the role is
as important as men’ s) has not been well played. The role in-
cludes in organization, admunistration, sense of participation and
their position. In Yunnan Province there are nearly 19 million rural
women, approximating half of the total population, who are the main
force in the construction of the energy resources and play an impor-
tant role 1 productive activities in rural areas. The social develop-
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ment demands women, as important force and 1n main position, to
take part in the social reform in rural areas.’ The social investigation
conducted by the authors shows that in  rural families what women
want to do 1s also done smoothly Some exemplary cases, which oc-
cured in the development of the social forestry and the construction
of the energy resources such as building methane — generating pits,
changing kitchen ranges and saving firewood i recent years, also
showed that in counties and townships where the work for women
was done well, the “March 8” forests, the Yangtse River shelter —
forests and the project of changmg kitchen ranges and saving fire-
wood were all done well too, and that in places where the pace was
fast in the construction of the rural energy resources, women played
an important role in it. In Banliu Village, Yiao’ an County, wom-
en’ s enthusiasm in the afforestation actitities was very high, just
for they hoped to obtain much firewood. In Midu County, the project
of changing kitchen ranges and saving firewood was finished 3 years

ago, mainly for the Women’ s Federation of county - - - a
mass organization played a great role in it, taking the task of orga-
nizing and carrying out the project on its own initiative.

The Platform for Action adopted by the World Conference on
Women points out that the Platform for Action respects and thinks
highly of the diversity of women’ s conditions, and confirms some
special obstacles, facing women, to their empowerment.

At present, in rural areas, the shortage of the energy resources
for living 15 a hindrance to the economic development and the im-
provement in villagers’ lives, and affects women’ s advancement.
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To solve the problem of shortage appropriately is a systematic pro-
ject. So it is practically signiflca‘nt now to mobilize all the people,
particularly women, at the basic level in countryside to take part in
the project. In the past time, the energy resources m rural areas
were researched into for more than 10 years, but the research was
mostly nvolved 1 only one subject, lacking for the multi — subject
research where there were, inter alia, social scientific research
workers to participate. In addition, there were drawbacks of single-
ness and limitations about the results of the research, and 1t was dif-
ficult to apply them. It is necessary now to sum up the experence of
the development of the rural energy resources in recent years. To
arouse women s sense of active participation and make them take
part in the transformation of the energy resources in rural areas on
their own initative is an important way of speeding up the construc-
tion of the rural energy resources. The shortage of energy resources
1s the main cause that gives nse to the great intensity of women’ s
housework and the poverty in countryside. Beijng Declaration says,
“promote women’ s economic independence, including employ-
ment, and eradicate the persistent and ncreasing burden of poverty
on women by addressing the structural causes of poverty through
changes in all economic structures, ensuring equal access for all
women, including those in rural areas, as vital development agents,
to productive resources, opportunities and public services.” (Article
26 ) Chinese government will strive for the achievement of the goal
of Nairobi Platform for Action and Beijing Declaration.
Based on the above — mentioned facts, it was decided to set
8



up the research group of Women’ s Status and Role in the Con-
struction of the Energy Resources in Rural Areas of Yunnan Province
to research thoroughly 1nto Yunnan women’ s motive, achievements
and role etc. 1n the construction and transformation of the energy re-
sources 1n rural areas. Starting with the solution to the rural energy
resources for living, the research group fully explored women’ s role
in the construction where women tried their best to perform their role
so as to lighten their strenuous housework and plunge into the eco-
nomic construction mn their hometown, to eradicate poverty and be-
come rich. The results of the research will be a reference for gov-
emment’ s policy — making.

The serious shortage of the energy resources in rural areas exists
in developing countnes, and it 1s very necessary to pay close atten-
tion to women’ s role i the construction of the rural energy re-
sources. Therefore, the research 1s practically significant and ac-
cords with the research plan of the Ford Foundation, USA. The re-
search will not only accelerate the solution to the problem of the rural
energy resources and avail to eradicate poverty in minority nationahty
regions 1n Yunnan Province, but also have enlightening effect on
neighboring countries in the construction of the energy resources in
rural areas.

With the financial assistance of the Ford Foundation, a re-
search central group and a cooperation group were set up . The co-
operation group consisted of women, as a majority, and men, both
coming from minority nationalities and Han nationality. When
they went to munority nationality regions to investigate or visit rural
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families, they spoke the native language. The research central
group was made up of both naturnal and social scientific workers. It
is a precedent to establish such a mult - subject research group to
engage in extensive research into women.

According to the submutted research plan, the research would
be finished in two years. In the two years, fearing no hardship or
danger, the research workers in the investigation squad covered all
places which were planned to go to. They wisited several handreds of
families of farmers, investigated and got a large number of data and
documents, held various conversations with officials, and contacted
with organizations concemed in counties, townships and villages.
Particularly, they paid attention to the specific visits to the old -
aged people, women and the poor at the hasic level n rural areas,
and the use of the native languages was favored by the cadres and
masses in the mmonty nationality regions. Thus a large amount of
first — hand material was acquired.

In more than two years, the research group received guidance
and helps from Mr. Meng Zes: and Mr. Hao Keming who are pro-
ject officers of Benjing Agency of the Ford Foundation. The guidance
and helps are very mmportant to the full completion of the deepened
research. Here the research group renders heart — felt thanks to
them.

It 1s the first profitable attempt to cooperate between men and
women to engage n the research mto women. To research into wom-
en from women’ s angle avails to deepen and sublimate the research

while to research into women from men’ s angle can sunplement and
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perfect the research.

The publication of the achievements of the research is the result
of the cooperation between women and men, just as the combination
between men and women brings about new life. This book will be
full of new witality. It will contribute to the arousal of women’ s -
tiative sense and to the transformation and construction of the energy
resources m rural areas of Yunnan Province; 1t will manifest that

’
women s force and role are infinite.

March, 1996
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