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A Brief Introduction

Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi of the South Song Dynasty were the
founders of the Confucian school of idealist philosophy of the Song
and Ming dynasties. The present book attempts to trace the gene-
alogy of the Cheng family and the academic and official careers of
the Cheng brothers. On the basis of a comprehensive analysis,
this biography has illustrated the academic background to their
creation of the Confucian school of idealist philesophy, which cov-
ers philosophy, natural science, politics, economics, ethics, and
education. In terms of their philosophical thoughts, Cheng Hao
advocated the ontological identity of the mind and the /i, while
Cheng Yi adhered to the ontological identity of li and chi; thus’
there exist subtle differences in their epistemologies and ways of
self-cultivation. However, they share more similarities in their
general academic inclinations. Politically, they advocated “righ-
ting the wrongs of the ruler's mind” , protecting the populace and
cultivating virtue in people. Economically, they took agriculture
as the foundation. Ethically, they promoted yi as the foundation
and maintained the illumination of li and the elimination of de-
sire. They brothers gave special emphasis to education. They
have imposed important influence on Chinese scholarship as well

as Confucianism in Japan and Korea.
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