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GENERAL PREFACE

With the accelerating integration of the world culture, the young
readers are in great need of a concise and authoritative edition of world
children’s literature. For this reason, we reedit and reprint the series The
Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children to
meet their needs.

The series consists of five hundred and ninety-two famous children’s
literary works of the world, taking the history of development of children’s
literature as its thread. It is divided into five sets: The Picfure Treasury
of World Fairy Tales, The Picture Treasury of World Fables, The Picture
Treasury of World Myths, The Picture Treasury of World Folktales and
The Picture Treasury of World Science Fiction Stories, fifty-two volumes,
fourteen thousand and three hundred ninety pictures in total.

The series is one of the major national publishing projects. Since its
publication, it has been well received by the reading public and has been
awarded eighteen prizes including eleven national prizes.

Now it is reprinted with a new binding to meet the needs of readers.
The series adopts the large thirty-two-mo format throughout. The binding

is exquisite and original, the pictures lively and vivid, the language
succinct and clear. It is written both in Chinese and English so that

readers can learn English while they appreciate the works. We hope
the collection will be an elegant work of art and high-quality gift for your
relatives and friends.
The Editors
November, 2011
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PREFACE

Dear friends,

Today, we present to you with pleasure a precious gift, 7he Picture
Treasury of World Fables. The set of books is the second in the series
The Great Picture Treasury of World Literary Masterpieces for Children.
We hope you like it.

A fable is a short story meant to teach a moral lesson. It can
let people know how to live and avoid detours and setbacks. It has a
favourable reception among little friends for its short length, profound
lessons, lively stories, varied and specific figures and succinct language;
and what is more, it is also a helpful teaching material offered to parents.

The set selects three hundred and sixty-eight world fables including
seventy-seven fables by Chinese writers, and consists of more than 3,300
pictures. It is collected in ten volumes.

The editor in chief of this set is Mr. Yan Wenjing, the famous Chinese
writer of children’s literature and the art advisor is Mr. Jiang Weipu, former
president of the Chinese Institute of Picture-story Books.

The set is written both in Chinese and English. It serves as a
good reading material for English learners. To ensure the accuracy
and standardization of the translation in the set, we have invited Miss
Elizabeth Wilson from Bowling Green State University, Ohio State of the
United states to be the general editor of the translations. For her hard
work, we express our deepest gratitude.

The Editors
November, 2011
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AN OLD MAN AND THREE DANDIES
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An old man was planting a tree.
Three young dandies mocked at him
impolitely: “How long can you live?
You are still planting trees. "

Written by Krylov ( Russ. )
Adapted by Wang Hengzhan
Translated by Sun Jian

Illustrated by Gu Tianning
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The old man gently answered
them while he was still working:
“One generation plants the trees un-
der whose shade another generation
rests. "
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Feve! "

Hearing the young dandies’
words, the old man straightened his
back and said:“The old and the young
are equal in front of the King of Hell. ”
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How coincidental it was! In order

to make money, the first dandy died in
the sea in a windstorm.
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The second dandy acted uncon-

ventionally and was affected with a
disease and his life ended.
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The third dandy ate a piece of
ice in a scorching hot day and became
badly ill. At last,he was also sent into
the tomb.
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When the old mall heard of the
results of the three young dandies, he
couldn’t help crying while looking at
that tree.
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A SMALL TREE

BE¥. (EE)EEEE Written by Krylov (Russ. )
Mg E B Adapted by Tong Zhi -
BiE. %Ak Translated by Zhang Munan
“eE:. 2 B Illustrated by Li Qing
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A wood-cutter walked in a forest.
A small tree stopped him and asked,
“Please help me cut down the trees
around me. ”
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The small tree complained,”“They
keep the sunshine and wind out like a
net over me. They don’t let me grow
freely.”
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“If I were not restricted by them, I
would be the pride here. But now...”
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The small tree celebrated its vic-

tory. But in fact it caused its ruin: it lost R

the protection of the tall trees.

(4) S EIMESR , 72/t i Jo] BB 4 57

] MR T — R,

The kindhearted wood-cutter
felled the trees around it. There ap-
peared an open ground.
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It was the victory that brought it
calamity. At first,the hot sun shone
upon it. Its moisture was all dried up.
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Then followed a heavy rain and
hail.




