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The Land

- N
o

@ Land Area

China is situated in East Asia on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean. The
southern portion of the country faces the ocean, while the northwest extends
deep into the Eurasian Continent''’. From north to south, it stretches from
Mohe Town on the Heilongjiang River'* on the northern border of Heilongjiang
Province to the Zengmu Reef of the Nansha Islands™’ | a total distance of 5,500
kilometers. From east to west, it extends from the confluence of the
Heilongjiang and Wusulijiang rivers to the Pamir Plateau*’, a distance of 5,200
kilometers.

China is huge in size, encompassing a total of 9. 6 million square
kilometers in area. It is the third largest country in the world, next only to
Russia and Canada. The land border of China is 22,800 kilometers. China has
common borders with more countries than any other nation—14 in all. To the
east, China is bordered by the Democratic People’'s Republic of Korea
(DPRK); to the north, Mongolia; to the northeast, Russia; Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to the northwest; Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,
Nepal and Bhutan to the west and southwest; and Myanmar, Laos and
Vietnam to the south. China is bordered on the north by the high plains of
Mongolia, on the west by the Gobi Desert, on the southwest by the great
Tibetan upthrust, and on the south by the jungle-clad mountains.
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PART I  Chinain Profile

China’'s coastline is 18, 000 kilometers long, with many harbors. It is
bordered on the east by the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea'*’ and the Bohai
Sea. The Bohai Sea is China’'s continental sea, while the Yellow Sea, the East
China Sea and the South China Sea ° are marginal seas of the Pacific Ocean.
Among China’s 5,000 islands, Taiwan ranks the largest, Hainan, the second,
and Chongming, the third. There are many islands, reefs, beaches and
shoals in the South China Sea, namely, Dongsha, Xisha, Zhongsha and
Nansha, known as the South China Sea Islands.

Notwithstanding its huge physical size, China is land-poor. Some 80
percent of the landmass is made up of uninhabitable mountains and deserts.
With only about seven percent of the earth's cultivated land, China has to feed
22 percent of the world's population.

In addition to its natural border barriers, China is further divided into
distinct geographic regions by the Qinling Mountain Range'’’ extending 1,500
kilometers across Central China. It splits the country into the North and the
South. It is South China that is noted for its intensively cultivated paddies and
terraced fields, its abundant rain, and swift rivers.

According to topographic
features, there are four major
plateaus in China. Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau locates in southwest
China, is highest plateau in
China. The central portion of it,
with an average height of more
than 4, 800 meters, it is aptly
regarded as “ The Roof of the
World™®' |7 and it gives birth to

numerous rivers and lakes
worldwide. Inner Mongolia Loess Plateau, by Yao Baorong

Plateau in Inner Mongolia gets desert in the west and vast grasslands in the
east. Surrounded by mountain ranges, the Loess Plateau lies 1,000 to 2,000
meters above sea level. It has fragmented landforms due to long-term rainfalls.
Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau, with an altitude of 1,000 to 2,000 meters, is covered
with a great many mountain ridges, valleys and rugged landforms. It has
typical karstic topography, and it is the plateau where the well-known
Huangguoshu Waterfall lies.
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China has four major basins. Located in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous
Region, the Tarim Basin'® is China’s largest basin, where lies China’s largest
and the world’s second largest desert, the Taklimakan Desert. North of the
Tianshan Mountain locates the Junggar Basin. These two basins are the largest
basins in China. The Qaidam Basin''”’, which is renowned as the “treasure
bowl,” is the highest basin in China. The Sichuan Basin is the largest outflow
and wettest basin in China.

China has three major plains—the Northeast Plain, the North China Plain,
and the Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze River Plain. These plains are
primarily the result of alluvial silt built-up from rivers, lakes and seas. These
densely populated plains occupy 1.1 million square kilometers, or 11 percent
of the nation’s territory. They are flat and crisscrossed by a network of rivers
and lakes, set off by their fertile soil. The Northeast Plain of more than 350,000
square kilometers, comprising Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning provinces and
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, is formed by deposits of Songhuajiang,
Nenjiang and Liaohe rivers. It has rich thick black soil; hence it gives a high
yield of grain, soybeans, wheat, corn, sorghum and sugar beets. The North
China Plain of about 300,000 square kilometers, lying in Hebei, Shandong,
Henan, Jiangsu and Anhui provinces, is the second largest in China. It has
vast stretch of smooth, rich soil, which makes it become China's most
important agricultural area. The North China Plain produces wheat, corn, rice,
millet, sorghum, cotton, peanuts and various kinds of fruits. The third largest,
the Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze River Plain of around 200, 000
square kilometers with an elevation below 50 meters, is formed by alluvial of
the Yangtze River. It lies in Hunan, Hubei, Anhui, Jiangxi, Jiangsu and
Zhejiang provinces. Situated between the streams are rice paddies, mulberry
and tangerine orchards, and fish ponds. The Middle and Lower Reaches of
the Yangtze River Plain is one of China’'s leading producers of rice, rapeseed
crops, and broad beans, which helps to gain its nickname “land of fish and
rice'""'” for thousands of years.

There are three large deltas in the country, namely, the Yangtze River
Delta, the Yellow River Delta, and the Pearl River Delta''?’. The Yangtze River
Delta is located in southern Jiangsu and northern Zhejiang provinces. Fourteen
cities are situated in this region, covering a total area of 100, 000 square
kilometers. The Yangtze River Delta is dotted with 250 lakes and a network of
rivers totaling 40,000 kilometers. Shanghai is the main terminus for the Delta.
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With its fertile soil, the Yangtze River Delta produces abundant grain, cotton,
hemp and tea. The Yellow River Delta covers an area of 18, 000 square
kilometers. The Yellow River Delta is very rich in arable land and natural
resources. It sits right at the confluence of China's Bohai Economic Zone!™ and
the economic belt of the Yellow River reaches, separated from Japan and
Korea to the east by the Yellow Sea. This favorable location will enable the area
to become a major raw materials center for Northeastern Asia in the future. The
Pearl River Delta is located at the entrance of the South China Sea, covering
40,000 square kilometers. The delta teems with rice, sugarcane, various
flowers and fruits, silkworms and other special crops used to make famous
brand-name products. An extensive network of rivers allows inland shipping to
flourish. The delta has favorable conditions for developing foreign trade
because of its convenient transportation network, and its proximity to Hong
Kong, Macao and other islands on the South China Sea.

ST
d —(‘Zlimat.e

Lying mainly in the northern temperate zone, China has a typical
continental monsoon climate. In winter, wind from Siberia and the Mongolia
Plateau keeps the northern parts of China cold and dry; in summer, monsoon
from eastern and southern coastal areas causes plentiful rainfall and
temperatures to fluctuate greatly from region to region. China’s diverse climate
comprises distinct seasons for periodic changes in the monsoons and the
influence of its terrain. In terms of temperature, the country can be sectored
from south to north into tropical, subtropical, temperate, medium temperate,
and frigid temperate zones. It has tremendous difference between the south
and the north. -

Great differences in temperature and climate are found from region to
region owing to China's extensive territory and complex topography. The
northern part of Heilongjiang Province in northeast China has no summer,
Hainan Island has a long summer but no winter; the Huaihe River valley
features four distinct seasons; the western part of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is
covered by snow all year round; the southern part of the Yunan-Guizhou
Plateau is spring-like all the year; and the northwestern inland region sees a
great drop of temperature in the day.

In summer, the temperature throughout China is generally rather high. The

5
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average temperature in July is about 20°C in Heilongjiang, 15°C in Lhasa and
28°C in Hangzhou. The average temperature in winter is about minus 30°C in
the most northerly part of Heilongjiang but above 10°C in places like
Guangdong, Guangxi and Fujian, while in Hainan it can go as high as 25°C or
even higher. When the North is a frozen land, coconut groves flourish in the
South.

Precipitation gradually declines from the southeastern area to the
northwestern inland areas. The variability of rainfall is a problem for China’s
farmers. In North China 80 to 90 percent of the annual precipitation falls in the
summer. As a result, droughts often occur. Southeast China receives the most
rainfall due to the fact that this area is also hit by typhoons from July to
September.

China's complex climate and its difference in temperature, humidity, and
precipitation provide good conditions for agriculture, forestry, and animal
husbandry. Many of the world’s animal and plant species can be found in
China. Its wild animal and fish species form 10 percent of the world’'s total,
while its bird species 15 percent.

9? "ﬁMoun;ains

China is a mountainous country, with two-thirds of its surface area covered
with mountains or hilly areas. China's mountains fall into three groups
according to the direction in which they run, namely, the east-west, the
northeast-southwest, and the north-south ranges.

The east-west ranges, mainly in the western part of China, include Altay,
Tianshan, Kunlun, Himalayas, Qinling and Nanling™'. The Kunilun Mountains
to the North and the Himalayas to the South have several peaks reaching
between 7,000 and 7,930 meters above sea level.

The Kunlun mountain range, the longest range in China, spans from west
to east over Xinjiang, Tibet, Qinghai and Sichuan.

The Himalayas, the highest and most majestic mountain range in the
world, extending over the border of China with India, Nepal and other
countries, rises above the southern rim of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. It contains
over 30 peaks of 7,300 meters or higher above sea level and 11 peaks of
8,000 meters or higher in elevation. Mount Qomolangma ( Mount Everest)
which means “Goddess Peak” in Tibetan, is the main peak of the Himalayas
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