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Indescribably Charming Huangpu Villagé

When you stroll through the lanes and accesses of Huangpu village, lodge at the old and
remote houses for a few days, appreciate the simple and pristine folklores and enjoy local
products, you may imagine that under your feet may be buried brilliant achievements and prides.
Inside and outside the villagers’ houses, you may hear the great honor of this village, where a
great number of deceased heroes in the Chinese history ever stayed. Then, walking along the
Pearl river bank, you may wonder how many foreign ship masts ever anchored to the bank. And
in ancient times, the streets of the town in your sight may be also known to the world. Eventually
you will learn that all titles prefixed with “Huangpu”, such as the district of Guangzhou, the port,
the military academy and the avenue, are all named after the village.

As defined in dictionaries, “village” means “habitats in a rural area”, which is a familiar
common word for every Chinese in the agricultural society over thousands years.

In thousands of villages along the Pearl river are subtly arranged blue-brick ancestral temples
with slab accesses, paddy and sugar cane fields dotted with some fishing ponds, herds of buffalos




sleeping in the shadow of century-old trees, and flocks of chickens and ducks. Such a harmonious
man-and-nature eco-environment also constitutes a general picture of China’s essential and self-
supportive rural community in a carefree leisure. With the plain, narrow and crisscrossed slab
pavements, the village seems to be kept almost intact over a long history.

In reality, however, Huangpu village features both simplicity and extraordinariness.

Long ago Guangzhou became a well-known port for foreign trade. In modern times, it
gained fames as the origin of decision making for the Chinese democratic revolution. Then,
contemporarily, it served as the frontline to implement China’s policy of reform and opening to
the outside world, with long nurture and rich accumulation of the essence of the South Mountain
culture over the past some thousand years. It is interesting to learn that Huangpu village is
characterized by all these, as a miniature of the historical town as well as a reflection of the
splendid accomplishments in China. Meanwhile, it is also rare elsewhere in China and around the
world that quite a few celebrities with greatest contributions to the Chinese nation came from such
a small village.

A remarkable place with outstanding characters, Huangpu village’s fame comes naturally
from real distinction.

Historical Characters from the Old
Village

Huangpu village is not only the site of
the old port but also a typical home for many
overseas Chinese of eminence.

In its long history of one thousand
years the village developed gradually into a
prosperous land known far and wide. At the
site of an old port, the prosperity and glory
from large quantities of foreign businesses it
ever experienced makes the village among
the most remarkable in Guangdong province,
one of the developed lands in the world.
Following their tradition, the villagers have
lived in the nurture of the Chinese culture
for generations; thanks to opening up to
the outside world, the village has access to
the world with broader horizon and blends
Western cultures, ideas and other advanced
elements into local understanding to form a
distinctive environment for development of
talents as well as a fertile land for nurturing




numerous modern Chinese eminent figures.

Among the renowned figures, Hu Ah Kay, a Singaporean Chinese leader who was then
appointed by three countries (China, Japan and Russia) to be a Singapore-based consul, made the
greatest contributions to development of Singapore with a very high popularity.

Liang Jingguo and his seven generations remain pioneering entrepreneurs at Tienpow Hong
amongst the Thirteen Trades leaders.

Liang Cheng, a patriotic diplomat, once helped recoup China’s 1901 reparation of silver
currency.

Hu Dongchao, a famous Cantonese engineer in the same period when the most eminent
Chinese railway engineer Zhan Tianyou lived, also contributed greatly to China’s railway
construction.

Feng Zhaoxian, then captain of Yongfeng navy, once led his fleets in providing refuge to Dr.
Sun Yat-sen and in a fierce battle for many days during the 1922 Chen Jiongming rebellion.

Feng Rui worked for China’s development of cane sugar production.

In modern Chinese history Huangpu village distinguished itself in producing so many elites
from all walks of life.

The Accumulative and Distinctive South Mountain Culture at Huangpu Village

Walking into Huangpu village, you will see prominent South Mountain landscapes
represented by blue brick, grey tile, kettle-shaped gable structure, oyster shell wall, spotted-
granite street, river tide, riverbank, banana field, and rural ferry.

A village can be either a habitat or a platform for multiplication of the people. Whether it is
a place producing outstanding persons can be partly inferred from the number and quality of the
village shrines. In its prime time Huangpu village had as many as some 30 ancestral shrines, 10
out of which still exist till now including the Liangs and the Hus, with the typical South Mountain
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architectural art featuring unsophisticated structure, grand momentum, neat arrangement,
symmetrical layout, spacious hall, ornamental corridor, and elegant courtyard.

The villagers’ pious blessings for peace and happiness are embodied by Hung Shing (God
of the South Seas) temple, Pak Tai (Supreme Emperor of the Dark Heaven) temple, the ancient
surgeon Hua Tuo shrine, and Heavenly Mom shrine, the God statue, censer, writing couplet,
calligraphy and painting, and tablet inscription. Other major sites of cultural relics include the
Seaside street, Wenchang god of literary attainment, the South Gate and the eight Huangpu
attractions, which together witness the village’s prosperity in the past while reflecting its profound
culture.

Festivals are celebrated as great events at Huangpu village, such as paying New Year visits,
lantern performance, sacrifice offering to ancestors, dramatic role-play on the birthday of the Pak
Tai god, boating race, cherishing love loyalty, and mid-autumn moon enjoyment. For all such
delightful and lively events the villagers enjoy the time together with their friends and relatives,
old or young. As a whole the festivals fully reflect the customs of the South Mountain land of
waters and for one year after another retain and carry forth their spiritual sustenance.

The folkways of Huangpu village are also demonstrated in local culture of food and drink
including porridge, vermicelli, shrimp dumpling, ravioli, and scrambled eggs — a distinctive
Cantonese dish as well as a Huangpu military legendary delicacy.

Huangpu village has been historically favored. Some 150 years later, when its past strategic
location of foreign trade, home of personages and key town of waters faded away over time
from many people’s memory, the old Huangpu port developed into Guangzhou International
Convention and Exhibition Center, where business circles are invited to China Export Commodity
Fair around the Pazhou isle. The old port can be also the convergence of the Old Maritime Silk

Trade Route and the Modern International Trade Fair. Besides, the newly built Old Port Muse m

~adds realistic significance to the ever resplendent Huangpu village.
Well, there is more to say about Huangpu village.
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