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Drinking Tea Alone, Tasting the Life
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1. AMm4E ¢
What | Have Lived for
—Bertrand Russell /g4 2 - 35 E R

Three passions, ‘simp]c but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my
life: the longing for love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the
suffering of mankind. These passions, like great winds, have blown me hither and
thither, in a wayward course, over a deep ocean of anguish, reaching to the very
verge of despair.

I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy—ecstasy so great that I
would often have sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy. I have
sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness—that terrible loneliness in which
one shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the cold unfathom-
able lifeless abyss. 1 have sought it, finally, because in the union of love I have
seen, in a mystic miniature, the prefiguring vision of the heaven that saints and
poets have imagined. This is what I sought, and though it might seem too good for
human life, this is what—at last—1I have found.

With equal passion I have sought knowledge. I have wished to understand the
hearts of men. I have wished to know why the stars shine. And I have tried to ap-

prehend the Pythagorean power by which number holds away above the flux. A lit-




tle of this, but not much, I have achieved.
Love and knowledge, so far as they were possible, led upward toward the

o
5 E heavens. But always pity brought me back to earth. Echoes of cries of pain rever-

] '

.55 % berated in my heart. Children in famine, victims tortured by oppressors, helpless
NS ; —_—

'IJ"\"J: ; old people a hated burden to their sons, and the whole world of loneliness, pover-

;ﬁ\ ty, and pain make a mockery of what human life should be. I long to alleviate the

evil, but I cannot, and I too suffer.

This has been my life. I have found it worth living, and I would gladly live it
again if the chance were offered me.
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1. passion ['pefon] n. ¥ ; #VE

2. overwhelmingly [ jouva 'hwelminli] adv. JEAFIPEH ; R AT HEHTHE
3. govern ['gavan] wvt. BEif s STHC; ;A HL

4. anguish ['eggwif] n. 5% ;I

5. ecstasy ['ekstosi] n. Ak ;HEE ;I

sacrifice ['sekrifais | vi. BREZX;ZEHR

abyss [o'bis] n. WRIN; TR

8. miniature ['miniotfo] n. 47/ ; B i

9. echo ['ekou] n. [ ;%4

10. mockery ['mokori] n. W3 ;554K

N 9
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1. Three passions, simple but overwhelmingly strong, have governed my
life: the longing for love, the search for knowledge, and unbearable pity for the

suffering of mankind.
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2. I have sought love, first, because it brings ecstasy—ecstasy so great that
I would often have sacrificed all the rest of life for a few hours of this joy.

FKEFEN, BAERANEATR TR E—EiE AW ERE, H TiX
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3. I have sought it, next, because it relieves loneliness—that terrible loneli-
ness in which one shivering consciousness looks over the rim of the world into the
cold unfathomable lifeless sbyss.
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4. This has been my life. I have found it worth living, and I would gladly
live it again if the chance were offered me.
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We Are on a Journey

——Henry Van Dyke /¥ #] - JL - # %

Wherever you are, and whoever you may be, there is one thing in which you
and I are just alike at this moment, and in all the moments of our e‘xisle:n(re. We
are not at rest; we are on a journey. Our life is a movement, a tendency, a
steady, ceaseless progress towards an unseen goal. We are gaining soﬁlething,' or
losing something, everyday. Even when our position and our character seem to re-
main precisely the same, they are changing. For the mere advance of time is a
change. It is not the same thing to have a bare field in January and in July. The
season makes the difference. The limitations that are childlike in the child are
childish in the man.

Everything that we do is a step in one direction or another. Even the failure
to do something is in itself a deed. It sets us forward or backward. The action of
the negative pole of a magnetic needle is just as real as the action of the positive
pole. To decline is to accept—the other alternative.

Are you nearer to your port today than you were yesterday? Yes, you must be

a little nearer to some port or other; for since your ship was first launched upon
the sea of life, you have never been still for a single moment; the sea is too deep),

you could not find an anchorage if you would. There can be no pause until you



)

Q
o=
o=

(—

come into port.
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1. tendency ['tendonsi]| n. fHi[n], ##; HELF

2. steady ['stedi] n. SCFR[EEMINEAR ; [ S48

3. precisely [ pri'saisli | adv. K§Hfith ; 4515

4. bare [bea] adj. WY AREREY, JCIHEHL )

5. childlike ['tfaildlaik | adj. K ELEE Y ; 2% F LUK

6. magnetic [ meg'netik | adj. AW 5|78 REPER) ; HoRE Y



