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History of Formosan Natives:
Linguistic Perspective

(abstract)

Paul Jen-kuei L1

This is a study of the history of Formosan natives, from a linguistic
point of view. There are two main parts in this monograph. Part One gives
a general account of the Austronesian language family, hypotheses of the
Austronesian homeland, the internal relationships and migration of various
ethnic groups in Taiwan, and Austronesian cultural history. Part Two is an
oral history of some Formosan tribes, including Saisiyat, Thao, Pazeh, Ka-
valan, Basay, and Rukai, providing texts as narrated by the native speakers
of these languages. Many of these materials have appeared in my recent
publications or presented at conferences in the past few years. But they
have all been modified to incorporate new findings. The new stuff includes
“Where were the pre-Austronesian speakers?" "The position of Thao," "The
migration of the Batanic group," Saisiyat and Thao texts, etc.

This is written primarily for non-linguists. However, linguists may
find some parts informative and useful, especially the texts.

The Formosan natives inhabited in the plain and mountain areas, all
over the island. For hundreds of years, it was mostly the plain tribes that
had direct contact with outsiders. Thus more space is devoted to the study

of the plain tribes, rather than the mountain tribes.
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