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FORWARD

It is our belief and experience that there exists in our
schools today a great need for a better way to teach English.
Students and teachers will readily attest to this fact. In
our research, we found that most imported teaching materi-
als fail to motivate the student, primarily because they are
seen as irrelevent and do not address the particular needs
of Taiwan students.

For example, lessons on breakfast terms typically in-
clude words such as “cereal,” which are of little help to a
Chinese student in the habit of eating rice soup, soybean
milk, baked rolls, and Chinese fritters in the morning .
After much deliberation, we concluded that the content of
our materials should be made more localized and “down-to-

earth. e ;; oE] éh
o I’v C;‘:\\ ) ‘ \_
Therefore, for t‘,ﬁ{é};pasit 'five years. we have collected
conversational situatfrj;'gs,Eiphj!r‘gff words, and sentences of

practical value to ouristudents.'| While compiling the AT
American English Cortversation \T‘ext_books, we have sought
the advice and counsel of experts in linguistics and peda-
gogy, field-tested textbooks in actual classroom situations,
and established a review process in which texts are contin-
ually revised and corrected.

Great care has gone into the preparation of these texts;
nevertheless, we welcome any comments, co'rrections, or
suggestions for improvement. |f this work differs from
other books now available, it is because we have taken into
account Chinese attitudes toward teaching and learning.

THE COMPILERS
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Lesson 1 Television 1

Lessen
Television

You are watching TV with a friend.
Which program do you want to see ?

@ (A) LET’S TALK

A . Is there anything good on
TV tonight ?

B: I don't know. Let's turn
it on and see.

A: O.K. Which program is
being shown ?

O»Wu-u_—' o

B: That seems to be a drama. f "
Try another station. s
All right. I'll turn to CTV.

That looks like some kind of musical program. Isn't
there anything funny ?

o >

A: Well, it may be time for Bill Cosby on the other
station. Let’s see.

B : Oh, that's better. But can't you get a better picture ?

A : Yes, that's not a.good picture. Maybe we need to
fix the TV. Tll try to get a clearer picture. That's
better.

B: Well, we have a good clear picture just in time for
the commercial. Well, I'm going to get something
to eat. I'll be back when the commercial is over.




