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~ THE CHRISTMAS PRESENT
O.Henry
'~ PARTI

On= doltar and eighty-seven cents

That was all. And sixty cents of it

‘was in pennies. Pennies which Della
'had saved one atatime.Three times
Della counted it. One dollar and
eighty-seven cents.And the next day
would be Christmas.

While Della is crying in this way
let us take a lock at the home in
which she lives. It is a small
furnished *apartment! at eight dollars
a week,and it is a very poor one.
Everywhere there are signs of
*poverty.2 '

Della finished crying,got up, and
began to¥powders her face.She stood
by the window and looked out with
little interest at a gray cat walking
along a gray fence in a gray
‘*backyards. - Tomorrow would be
Christmas Day,and she had only $1.87
with which to buy Jim, her husband,
a present.She had been saving every
penny she could for months with this
result.Twenty dollars a week doesn't
“*go far.5 *Expenses$ had been greater
than she expected. They always are.
Only $1.87 to buy a present for Jim.
She had ®spent many happy hours
planning for something nice for him,
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something fine and *rare,7 something.

worthy of the honor of being owned
by Jim.

There ' was a narrow mirror
between the windows of the room.
Suddenly - Della turned from the
window and stood before the mirror.
Her eyes suddenly began to shine
brilliantly,although her face turned a
little pale. Rapidly she pulled down
her hair and let it fall to its full
length.

Now,there were two*possessions8
in which Jim and Della took great
pride. QOne was Jim's gold watch,
that had *previously? been his father's
and, before that, his grand-father's.
The other was Della's beautiful halr,
which now fell about her shoulders
like a beautiful *cascadel® of water.
It reached below her knees. Quickly,
now, she combed it againand arranged
it properly.She hesitated fora moment
and tears appeared in her eyes-

She put on her old brown coat,
She put on her old brown hat. With
her eyes shining,she *flew1l out of the
room and down the stairs to th€
street.

She walked some distance and
finally stopped at a shop with a sign
which read: “Madame Sofronio,Hair
Goods of All kinds.”Della ran up the
stairs to the second floor where
the shop was “#located.12 She was
breathing heavily.
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*Will you buy my hair? ”asked
Della. ;

*I buy hair, ”said Madame. “Take
your hat off and let me have a look
at it.”

Della *removed!3 her hat and let
fall her beautiful hair.

“Twenty dollars, ”said Madame,
feeling the hair with her experienced
hand.

*Give it to me quickly,
Della.

”said

PART II

The next two hours *flew byi4
quickly. She was busy looking
everywhere in tho stores for Jim'’s
present.

She found it at last. It surely had
been made for Jim and for no one
else. There was no other like it in
any of the stores and she had been
everywhere. It was a “platinumls
watch chain, & beautiful one,worthy
of the Watch.As soon as she saw it
she knew that it must be for Jim.
It was Iike him, good *tastelé and
quality. The 'description applied to
both.It cost twenty-one dollars. Della
hurried home with the eighty-seven
cents which remained.
< When Della arrived home she was
less excited,and gradually she became
more *reasonable. 17 She began to comb
and arrange her hair, now cut veéry
short, in the best way she could.
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She took her *curling iron18 and began
to curl her hair carefully. Then she’
looked at: herself . in the mirror
*¢ritieally. 19 “If Jim,doesn’t kill me,
"she said - to herself, “bzfore he
looks at me a sécond time, he’ll say
that I look like a child. But what
could I do with only a dollar and
eighty-seven cents?” '
At seven o”clock the coffee was
made and the dinner almost ready.

Jim was never late. Della held
the chain in her hand and sat on the
corner of the table near the door.
Then she heard his step on the stairs
and for a moment she *turned2? white.

Tke door opened and Jim stepped
in and closed it.He looked thin and
serious. Poor fecllow, he was only
twenty-two, and he had all the
problems of having a family. He
needed a new *overcoat,2l and he
was without gloves.

Jim's eyes were fixed upon Della,
and there wassuddenly an expression
in them that she could not *read,22
and it frightened her. He simplylooked
at her with a strange expression.

Della Jumped off the table and
went toward him.

“Jim,darling,”she said“don’t look
at me in that way.I had my hair cut
off and I sold it because I wanted to
give you a Christmas present. My
hair will grow again—you don’t
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*mind,28 do you? I simply had to do
it. My hair grows very fast. Say
‘Merry Christmas’to me,Jim,and let’s
be happy. You don’t know what a
. nice—what a beautiful gift I bought
for you.”

PART III
*You have cut off your hair,”Jim
said,as though he could not possibly
. understand.
‘ “I cut it off and sold it,” said
Della.  “Don’t you like me just as
" well? I am the same person without
" my hair,”
Jim' looked around
- curiously.

“You say that your hair is gone?”
he said, with an air2¢ almost of
foolishness.

_ “It is not necessary to look for
_it,” said Della. “It’s sold, I tell you-
- sold and gone.It’s Christmas evening,
darling. So bz good to me—bszcause I
sold my hair for you.”

Jim seemed suddenly to wake up.
He kissed D:lla. Then he took a
*package2d out of his pocket and
threw it upon the table

*Don’t make any mistake, Della,”
*he said, “about me. Nothing that
could ever happen would ever make
me think less of you.”

the room

# Her white fngers quickly *undid2% ‘

the package. And then a cry of joy—
and next a quick feminine change to
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tears aad crying.
For there lay the combs, the set

of combs,side and back, that Della
had *admired2” for such a long time

in a Broadway *store window.28 They
were beautiful combs—just the color
to go with her beautiful hair. And
now they were hers, but the hair in
which she was to wear them was
gone.

But at last she was able to smile
through her tears and say, “My hair
grows so fast, Jim.”

And then Della jumped up like a
little cat and cried, “Oh, Ohl”

Jim had not yet seen his beautiful
present,the new chain for his watch
She held it out to him *anxiously2®
in her hand.

“Isn’t it a fine one,Jim? I *huntedso
all over town to find it. You’ll have
16 look at your watch a hundred timeg
a day now to find out the time.
Give me your watch.I want to see
how it looks on it.”

Instead of obeying, Jim lay down
on the *couch8l and put his hands
under the back of his head and smiled.

“Della,” said he, “let’s put our
Christmas presents away and keep
them *awhile.82 They are too nice to
use at present. I sold my watch in
order to get the money to buy your
combs. And now perhaps you can get
dinner ready.”
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Exercises Based on
THE CHRISTMAS PRESENT

PART I

A—Answer These Questions :
1. Had Della saved much or little money for Jim®

present? 2. Was the money which she had saved all ip
pennies, mnickels or quarters? 3. What holiday was
approaching? 4. What are the most important holidays in
he United States? 5.What are the most important holidays
48 your native country? 6. Which day of the year i8
independence Day in the United States? 7. On which day
of the week does Thanksgiving day always fall? 8. Why
had Della been able to save very little money for Jim's
present? 9. Who was Jim? 10. Was Jim’s salary large or
small? 11. In general,would you consider Della economicaj
or extravagant? 12.What were the two possessions in which
Della and Jim took great pride? 13. Why were they so
proud of Della’s hair? 14. To whom had Jim’s watch
belonged previously? 15. What kind of watch have you, ¢
pocket watch or a wrist watch? 16. Does your watch
ordinarily run slow or fast? 17. How often do you wind
your watch? 18. To what shop did Della go after deciding
to sell her hair? 19. Was this shop located on the first or
the second floor? 20. How many floors are there in the
school building in which you study English?

B. Give sentences with the following:

to take a look to take pride in

to get up for a moment

to look out to put on

to go far to run slow

to let something fall in general
PART II

A—Answer These Questioas
1.What present did Della finally choose for Jim? 2.Was
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the present made of gold,silver or platinum? 3.Is platinum
scarce or plentiful? 4.0f what material is your watch made?
5. Are gold watches generally more expensive or less
expensive than watches made of silver. 6. Was the chain
which Della bought for Jim a cheap one or an expensive
one? 7.Which keep better time,cheap watches or expensive
watches? 8.Which have a finer mechanism, cheap’watches
or expensive watches? 9. Was Della calm or excited when
she arrived hone with Jim’s present? 10. Was her hair
now short or long? 11. Do most women today wear theij,
hair short or long? 12:What did Della begin to do with her
curling iron? 12. Do you have curly or straight hajr? 14
~What is the difference between curly hair and wavy hair;
15.Why did Della turn white when the heard Jim'’s step on
tne stairs? 16. Does the fact that Jim was poorly dressed
indicate that they were rich or poor? 17.Was Jim young or
old? 18. Did he earn much or little? 19. What reason did
Della give Jim for cutting off her hair? 20. Had Della cut
her hair off in order tobuy Jim a birthday present or a
Christmas present?

B. Gi_vé sentences with the following:

to fly by to look at

to look for to look like

at last to turn white

no one else to step in (out)

as soon as to jump off
PART III

A—Answer These Questions

1. Was Jim pleased or displeased when he saw Della
with short hair? 2. What had happened to Della’s hair? 3_
On what night of the year did all this happen? 4.What do
people usually do on New Year’s Eve in the United State .
5.What special customs,if any,are followed in your countrg,
on New Year’'s Eve? 6.What do you usually do on Christmas
_day in your country?7.Where did you spend last Christmas
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day? 8.What Christmas present had jim bought for Dellg?
9.Did Della laugh or cry whe% she undid.the package? 10.
Where had Della seen the combs previously? 11. Why way
Pella now unable to wear the combs? 12.Why did the fact
that Della’s hair grew fast give her some consolation? 13-
What present did Della now give Jim? 14. Was the presen®
which Della gave Jim useful or useless to him? 15.Why was
he prasent useless to him? 16. Do you consider it useless
tr useful to study foreign languages? 17. What foreign
?angqage besides English have you studied? 18. In your
opinion, how long does it take to learn to speak a foreign
anguage well? 19.Do you find this story interesting or duli?
20.Do the characters of this story seem to you real or
unreal?

B. Give sentences with the following:

to cut off to take out
just as well to go with
to look around to be able (unable)
to look for to jump up

to wake up to find out.
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.~ THE STOLEN LETTER

Edgar Allen I »9

PART I

At Paris,just after dark one
evening in the autumn of 18--, I was
enjoying the *companyl of an old
friend,C.Auguste Dupin, in his smail
librars The door of the room was
opened suddenly and an old *acquain-
tance,? Monsieur G,head of the Paris
police, entered.

We were glad to see him, for we
had not seen him for several years.
Monsieur G.said that he had come to
*consult8 us, or rather to ask the
opinjon of my friend Dupin, about
some official business which was
*causing¢ him a great deal of trouble.

“I will tell you in a few words
what it i3, ”he said, *but before I
begin let me tell you that this is a
matter of the greatest *secrecys and
I might lose my position if it became
known that I had told someone about
it.,’ m

“Proceed,”said I.

“Well,I have received *confidentiaj
information% that a *document? of
great importance has been stolen
from the *royal apartments.8 The
thief is Minister D--. The person
from whom the letter was stolen
needs the letter ‘*badly.® But, of
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course, he cannot proceed openly.
And he has asked me "“to take care
of10 the problem.”

“My first act,”he went on, “was
to make a careful inspection of the
minjster’s apartment. Of course, 1
had to do. this secretly and without
his knowledge because we do not
want the minister to know that we
*suspectl! him.Fertunately,the daily
habits of the minister helped me
greatly. He is frequently absent from
home at night. He has only a few
servants and they do not sleep in his
apartment. I have keys,as you know-
with which I can open any door in
Paris. For three months, a night has
not passed in which I have not been
busy “personallyl? searching his apa-
rtment. It is now a question of my
honor and my reputation. In addition,
‘to mentijon a great secret, the reward
is *enormous.i8 Therefore I did not
djscontinue the search until I was
completely satisfied that the thief is
a more clever man than I am. I am
sure that I have examined every
corner of the apartment in which it
ijs possible that the paper can be
hidden.”

«But is it not possible, ” I sugge~
sted, “that although the minijster has
the letter ,he has hidden it somewhere
outside the apartment?”

“Oh, no!” said the police officer.
«Twice he has been stopped on the
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