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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

orn to Thomas Stevenson, a civil engineer, and his wife,
Margaret [sabella, Robert Louis Stevenson was an only
child. He was born in Edinburgh on November 12th, 1850.

All his life, he suffered spells of acute illness dominated
by pulmonary affliction. Due to his religious upringing, in
which emphasis was laid on sin and its dire consequences in
after-life, he lived in terror of death and damnation.

He attended many schools and toured France, Italy and
Scotland with his parents. Having made the acquaintance of
Mrs Sitwell and Sidney Colvin, then a Professor at
Cambridge, in 1873, he began to write stories and essays. By
1878 his writings began to be noticed. In the same year, he
met his future wife, Mrs Osbourne, an American lady. He
married her in 1880 and returned to Europe.

From 1883 — 1887 he wrote and published some of his most
famous works. The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
and Kidnapped appeared in 1886, Black Arrow in 1887, Trea-
sure Island was first serialised and then published in 1883.
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

He wrote The Master of Ballantrae and The Wrecker in
collaboration with Lloyd Osbourne. Other well-known works
are An Inland Voyage, and Travels with a Donkey, while The
Weir of Hermiston was left unfinished.

He decided to settle permanently in Samoa. His last
years were very happy. He died on December 3rd, 1894 and
was buried on top of Mount Voca, 1,300 feet above the Pacific.
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

1

STORY OF THE DOOR

M r Utterson, the lawyer was a man of a rough
expression. His face never had a smile, and he remained
cold and brief of words in company. Inspite of it, he was
loved by his friends. At friendly gatherings, where wine was
to his taste, something human and friendly, shone brightly
from his eyes, though it never entered his talks. Although he
enjoyed the theatre, had not crossed the doors of one for
twenty years. He was very tolerant of others; sometimes won-
dering almost with envy, at the high pressure of spirits in-
volved in their misdeeds. He was more inclined to help rather
than to reprove'. “I incline to cain’s heresy,” he used to say ,
“I let my brother go to the devil in his own way.” He was
considered to be a reputable acquaintance, who influenced
the life of others for the betterment of themselves. As such
when people came to see him, he never changed his attitude.

No doubt this attitude was easy for Mr Utterson as he was
an introvert by nature and all his friendships were based on
his good nature and large heartedness. It is the mark of a modest

LABELTOMHARELELRNCATHH 2R, —hHEiz
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The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

man to accept his friendly circle ready-made from the hands of
opportunity; and that was the lawyer’s way. His friends were of
his own blood, or those whom he had known for long. His af-
fections had grown with time. Hence it was hard for many to
understand the bond that tied him to Mr Richard Enfield, a dis-
tant relative. It was difficult to say what they saw in each other
or what subject they found in common, yet they enjoyed their
Sunday walks. Those who saw them reported, that they said
nothing to each other, looked very dull and found great relief in
greeting a friend who happened to pass. Inspite of all this, the
two men looked forward to these weekly outings, even resisting
all business calls to enjoy these meetings.

It chanced on one of these occasions that their walk led
them down a by-street in a busy area of London. It was a
quiet, small street but trade flourished here on weekdays. The
people seemed to be doing well and optimistically hoping to
~ do better. All the shop front had their wares very invitingly
laid out, like rows of smiling women. Even on Sundays, the
street shone out in contrast to its dingy neighbourhood, like
a fire in a forest; and with its freshly-painted shutters, well-
polished brass and general cleanliness and gaiety, it instantly
caught the eye of the passers-by.

Two doors dway from one corner, on the left hand going
east, the line was broken by the entry of a court. Just at that
point, a certain sinister block of building thrust forward its
gable on the street. It had two stories and no window, just a
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door on the lower storey and a blind forehead of discoloured
wall on the upper. All the features showed that it had been
greatly neglected. The door was without a bell or a knocker,
and was badly blistered and stained. Tramps made use of the
recess and struck matches on the panels; children used the
steps to keep shop; a schoolboy had tried his knife on the
mouldings. No one had tried to drive away these uninvited
visitors or bothered to repair the ravages. |

Mr Enfield and the lawyer were on the other side of the
by-street, but as they came up to the point of entry, the former
lifted up his cane and pointed.

“Did you ever pay attention to that door?” he asked; and
when his companion replied in the affirmative, he added, “It
is connected in my memory with a very odd story.”

“Indeed!” said Mr Utterson, with a slight change of voice,
“and what was that?”

“Well,” said Mr Enfield, “I was coming home from some far
off place at about three o’clock on a black winter morning, and
my way lay through a part of town where there was literally noth-
ing to be seen but lamps. Street after street, all lighted up as if for
a procession — street after street, all folks seemed asleep and all
was as empty as a church — till at last I got into that state of mind
when a man listens and listens and begins to long for the sight of
a policeman. All at once I saw two figures; one a little man, walk-
ing briskly eastwards, and the other a girl, may be eight or ten,
running as hard as she could, down a cross-street. Well, sir, the
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two ran into one another at the comer; and there came the hor-
rible part — the man trampled over the girl, calmly and left her
screaming on the ground. It seems nothing to hear, but it was
horrible to see it. It wasn’t like a man; it was like some damned
Juggemaut. I shouted at the man, ran and caught him, and brought
him back to where there was already quite a group about the
screaming child. He was perfectly cool and made no resistance,
but gave me one look, so ugly that it made me sweat in fear. The
people who had gathered were the girl’s own family, and pretty
soon the doctor who had been summoned, arrived. Well, the child
was more frightened than hurt, and here one might think that the
matter ended. But there was one curious angle. I had taken a loath-
ing to the gentleman at first sight, and so had the child’s family,
which was only natural. It was the doctor’s ease that struck me.
He was the usual cut and dry apothecary, of no particular age and
colour, with a strong Edinburgh accent. Well, sir, he was like the
rest of us; every time he looked at the prisoner, I saw that Sawbone
turned white with anger and the desire to kill him. I know what
was in his mind, just as he knew what was in mine, and killing
being out of the question, we did the next best thing.

“We told the man that we would make such a scandal out
of this, that he would be defamed throughout London. We
would make him lose all friends any credit he had in society.
All the while we threatened him, we were trying to keep off
the women, who were keen to attack him. I never saw a circle
of such hateful faces; and in the middle stood this man, with
a kind of black, sneering coolness — frightened too, I could

16



