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ﬁ Q‘ My father ‘

“Who is your hero?” In the past, whenever I was asked this
simple question, only the rich and famous were worthy of my con-
sideration. I spent years searching for those deserving enough to
make my list. My list included only super stars who probably spent
money creating false images. Only recently did I come to realize
that an ordinary man, such as my father, could fulfill my idea of
a hero.

My father, without a doubt, can be considered a hero. Time
after time, he has been suffered failures. Somehow, he always
manages to .get back up stronger and better than before.

My father, born in Vietnam, moved to the United States to
avoid the horror of war. The Vietnam War destroyed every dream
he ever had. Because of the devastation in his beloved country,

my father was forced to drop out of law school. His hopes and

There is no friend so faithful as a good book./% i BEAF & .




dreams of becoming a successful lawyer remained unreachable. He
and his family had no otHer choice but to keep moving to escape
the fighting that took place in their backyard.

Many of my father's close friends and relatives lost their lives.
The deaths affected him emotionally. He became very sad and
suffered greatly as he saw his country being torn apart.

Inevitably, my father's family was forced to separate. They
were advised to leave Vietnam as soon as possible; if they didn't,
they would be killed. With that frightening news, his parents made
a quick decision. Knowing that their only two options were risky,
they decided that the two oldest sons should go to America while
the others stayed in Vietnam.

My father's journey to America by boat was long and dangerous.
He arrived safely in Scituate, Massachusetts, but starting a-new
life in America was difficult. He began at the bottom, working
various jobs to put himself through college. With a lot of effort ~
and determination, he rose to the top and became extremely suc-
cessful. His career looked promising; he became manager of a pub-
lishing company, manager of a fast-food restaurant and owner of
several b usinesses.

My father is now happily married with four children. The lives
of his youngest children were precarious because of a rare disease,
but now they are happy and healthy. He works many hours to put
my brothers and sisters and me through private schools. My father
feels no anger about the war that changed his life. His only regret
is not having the opportunity to see his parents and brothers who

still live in Vietnam.

A definite life is in a proper condition away from worldly strife.




I believe that my father is an admirable person. Although he
is not a rich musician, actor or athlete, he is still a hero. .My
definition of a hero is one who is hardworking, courageous and
unselfish. 1 feel I can say this about my father. He may not be

rich and famous, but in my eyes, he will forever be a superstar.
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Youth is the only thing worth owning.




My Mother

My mother is a village woman, who is already in her fifties.
She had very little school education, but she knows that knowledge
is very important to young people. She often asks me how I get
along with my studies and encourages me to study hard.

My mother cares well for me. She does everything she'can for
me, so that [ can spend more time on study.

Once | rushed home to see her because she was badly ill and
had stayed in bed for several days. When I got home at night, I
found the light was still on and Mother was sitting in bed, iaking
new clothes for me! I was so deeply moved that tears came to my eyes.

Such is my mother, a kind and hard working woman! I'll respect

and love her for ever.
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