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MAMMALS IN QINLING MOUNTAIN AREA

Abstract

Qinling Mountain is the largest one in middle China. It ranges from 32°20" to 34°45" lati-
tude, 104°30' ~112°52’ longitude, across the vast lands of south Shaanxi Province, south-
eastern Gansu Province and southwestern Henan Province, with diversified landforms and a
complicated physical environment. Different regions differ in landforms and climate. According
to “Zoogeographical Region of China”  (1978) authored by Yongzu Zhang and Kentang
Zhao, the fauna of both the Palaearctic Realm and Oriental Realm co — occurs in Qinling
Mountain, partitioned between the southern and northern slopes, respectively. The southern
slope of the Qinling is inhabited by species of Pteropidae, Hipposideridae, Rhinolophidae,
Cercopithecidae, Rhinopithecidae, Petauristidae, Hystricidae, Rhizomyidae, Platacantho-
myidae, Rrocyonidae, Ailuropodidae, Viverridae families, all of which are endemic to the
Oriental Realm and do not extend to the north slope. Conversely, species of Evinaceus Erina-
ceidae, Ochotona Ochotonidae, Sicista, Eozapus Zapodidae, Meriones Gerbillinae, Citellus
Sciuridae, Microtm Microtinae are found exclusively in the northern slope of the Qinling. The
mammals distributed in the Qinling Range are described in this book, which includes the
characteristics for identification, morphological descriptions, taxonomic discussion, geo-
graphical distribution, ecological data, economic significance, current status and conserva-
tion measures.

Qinling is rich in mammal fauna. This book includes all the mammals recorded from three
provinces of Qinling Range, which includes 138 species and 14 subspecies from 91 genera,
30 families and seven orders. Among them there are 21 Insectivora species, 26 Chiroptera
species, three Primate species, 25 Carnivora species, 10 Artiodactyla species, five Lago-
morpha species, 48 Rodentia species (see “Mammals in Qinling Range” , Introduction ) .
All of the referenced Orders, families, genera and species are conveniently listed at the be-
ginning of this book.

The rich wildlife of the Qinling Range has attracted great attention from scholars at home

and abroad for a long time. This book provides the data collected over the last 30 years based
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on the reference to other published papers. The book provides a wealth of basic data for under-
standing and studying the wildlife resources in this area, and will serve as a reference book
for scientific researchers, teachers and students from universities and institutes of agriculture ,
forestry, medicine and hygiene. This bock can also be referenced by administrative staffs from
environmental protection agencies and nature reserves. Undoubtedly, this book deserves close
attention, and the publication of this book will provide a good theoretical basis for conserva-

tion of the wildlife resources in the Qinling Mountain.

Zheng Shengwu
( Shaanxi Institute of Zoology,
Northwest Institute of Endangered Animals)
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