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Centuries of Bloody Tears—— A Society of Feudal Serfdom under Theocracy

Even after more than one century ‘s time since the doomsday of the slavery system in Europe and America , the Tibet of China and its people were still covered by
the darkness and bitterness of slavery regime which is the most expanded and longest through human history and goes farther than that in the medieval Europe . Before
the democratic reform in 1959, Tibet had been a society of feudal serfdom under theocracy, a society characterized by a combination of political and religious powers, and
ruthless political oppression and economic exploitation of serfs and slaves by the serf-owner class, including three major estate—holders —— local administrative officials,
aristocrats and upper—ranking lamas in the monasteries. For centuries, the Tibetan people had been living in dire misery and suffering from the harshness of life, and their
society had sunk into a grave state of poverty, backwardness, isolation and decline, verging on total collapse

The three major estate—holders, that is, local administrative officials, aristocrats and upper-ranking lamas in the monasteries, and their agents, accounted for less
than five percent of Tibet's population, but owned all of Tibet's farmland, pastures, forests, mountains, rivers and beaches, as well as most livestock. About 95 percent of
old Tibet's population was made up of serfs, called "tralpa” in Tibetan (namely, people who tilled plots of land assigned to them and had to provide corvee labor for the serf
owners) and "duigoin’ (small households with chimneys emitting smoke). They had no means of production or personal freedom, and the survival of each of them depend-
ed on tilling plots for the estate—holders. In addition, 'nangzan," who comprised five percent of the population, were hereditary slaves, known as 'talking tools." The
serf-owners literally possessed their serfs as private properties. They could trade and transfer them, present them as gifts, make them gambling stakes or mortgages for
debt and exchange them.

Heavy taxes and corvee. Serf owners exploited serfs by imposing corvee labor, taxes usury, and levies. There were over 200 kinds of taxes levied by the former local
government of Tibet alone. Serfs had to contribute more than50 percent or even 70 to 80 percent of their labor, unpaid, to the government and manor owners. Just as the
well-known proverb goes: Three knives upon the serf, that's corvee, rent, and usury. And three ways for the serf, that's running awy, being a slave and begging for liv—
ng

All the farmers in Tibet are serfs saddled with lifelong usury debts, and it is almost impossible to find any of them who have paid off their debts. And the annual inter—
est rate can reach 20% or even 30%. Serfs were burdened with new debts, debts passed down from previous generations, debts resulting from joint liability, and debts
apportioned among all the serfs.

The "13-Article Code" and "16-Article Code," which were enforced for several hundred years in old Tibet to support the rigid hierarchy for slave owners wishes , di—
vided people into three classes and nine ranks, enshrining inequality among the different ranks in law. The Code stipulated that people were divided into three classes ac—
cording to their family background and social positions, each class was further divided into three ranks. There were penitentiaries or private jails in monasteries and aristo—
crats' residences, where instruments of torture were kept and clandestine tribunals held to punish serfs and slaves.

Serfs petitioned their masters for relief from their burdens, fled their lands, resisted paying rent and corvee labor, and even waged armed struggle. For them, it’s a
total paradise about which they had been dreaming for generations, that if they could have a little piece of land, a few livestocks, and no longer be enslaved. But this was
just impossible at that time. The paradise existed only for the three estate holders under the theocracy feudal serfdom. While the serfs and slaves had no choice but to
accept their destiny as “talking tools”
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Hunger- and —sickness—suffering
child lying in street
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The beggars' sheds by the

side of Yutog Bridge in Lhasa City
of old Tibet. P
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The dying aged Tibetan, suffering from hunger and sickness, kept begging to survive.




