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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Read the Introduction “What is IELTS?” on pages 4 —5, so that you have a
better understanding of what the examination is about and what is expected of you.

Complete Practice Test One under test conditions. Follow the instructions on pages

150—151. Check your answers with the Answer Keys on page 229. Check your ability
using the Score Interpreter on page 250.

Use the Hints Section starting on page 19 to review with care any mistakes you might
have made in Practice Test One.

Complete Practice Test Two under test conditions. Check your answers with the
Answer Keys on pages 229 and 230. Check your ability using the Score Interpreter on
page 250.

Refer to the Hints Section again to review with care any mistakes you might have made

in Practice Test Two.

Complete the more difficult Practice Tests Three and Four under test conditions. Check
your answers with the Answer Keys on page 230. Check your ability using the Score
Interpreter on page 250.

Contact your nearest IELTS Administration Centre and fill in an application form to

take the test. Apply only when you feel you have adequately prepared and are ready for
the examination.
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101 Helpful Hints for IELTS

WHAT IS IELTS?

AN OVERVIEW

e The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) examination can be taken in over

100 different countries in the world. It is primarily designed to assess whether candidates are ready
to study or train in further or higher education courses held in English at college or university.
e (ELTS, EFR3EEE S WA RL)F IR, HAT7ed 1000 B R X247, F2 0 i
YOEE RS SRR S E RN AEREE R AR, ATWEE Lz SEEmEES

The examination takes 2 hours and 45 minutes to complete, and consists of four Sub-tests in the
skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking.

RS2/ N 45430, LW L B TR RS R

There are two IELTS test modules available: the Academic Module and the General Training
Module. The results of the Academic Module may be used to determine a candidate’s suitability
for study at undergraduate or postgraduate level. The General Training Module is suitable for
candidates wishing to continue their studies at diploma level only. The General Training Module
is also used for immigration purposes to Australia or New Zealand, and for students who wish to
complete their secondary education in an English-speaking country. The General Training
Reading and Writing Sub-tests are less demanding than the corresponding Academic Module Sub-
tests, but the Listening and Speaking Sub-tests are the same for both modules.

M BRI A 2 AR (the Academic Module ) #1311 24 (the General Training Module), 2#AR
KRR RS T A K E S L e RE ST o FEUIZEIGE I T B AR BEAR A
TERE A o BV A tE T B e R ZBURAIE | B 22 A B GE E R e U P S8 E
2k o FTERVIEE A, BN E MRS ZR IR T2 AREZ P R N2, (HPFE R
W 213 0 1 o A PN 2 AR R 19

It doesn’t matter what subject you are going to study in the future — or have studied in the past — all
students taking the desired module do the same test. You will not be tested on your specific
knowledge of a subject; only your English language skills are assessed.

A A W R B O (SR 25 8 MO ) A %l , BT B PR A R AR R 5 A, B k2
MK, ZRNEHAREE B2 WFERW AR, 2B R RAFEZEMIGERET .

You may write on the question papers, but you may not take the question papers from the
examination room. All your answers must be written on the Answer Sheet provided.

YRATIMERS E BT, (BARVPRRE W N, FrE RIS SRR IR L.

You can apply to take the IELTS examination at any IELTS Administration Centre. For further
details of your nearest centre, consult the IDP British Council UCLES IELTS Handbook or refer to
the official IELTS website on the Internet: http://www.ielts.org/

A A A — MR O FER A o AR T R S AR B O i BRSO, S 0
BBEFFZTMY, skihal R E Jy W : hetp://www.ielts.org/

At certain IELTS Administration Centres it is possible to choose between a computerised version
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of the Listening, Reading and Writing Sub-tests (CB IELTS) and the usual paper-based version. This
option is available to Academic Module candidates only at the present time.

FEH SO R G, ARSI ) | B BRI PL%E (CB IELTS), WAl LAk
PEM IR, XA R RS TSMEAREE R E 4,

You cannot pass or fail the IELTS examination. The college or institution in which you wish to
enrol (or government department in the case of immigration) will inform you of the overall IELTS
Band Score they require. Note that you may also need to achieve a minimum score in a particular
Sub-test (often the Writing or Speaking Sub-test).

HEE IR B A B Bl Z e ARAE R IE I RCE B U (SBUR R T — IR 2B R
G ) £ AR A TE R R B RS A ST TR, AT AR ZERARIEA BT Y B S 1k 2
— AR AHE G R B AF s B )

You will be given a Band Score between 0 and a maximum of 9 for each of the 4 Sub-tests.
Half mark scores may be given in all the Sub-tests: 4.5, 5.5, 6.5 etc. Your Overall Band Score is
an average of the 4 Sub-test Band Scores, with fractional scores rounding up or down to the
nearest x.0 or x.5 score(with x.25 and x.75 always rounding up).

PO BTG K 25 40 FT HH— AN FE0 4 BN 439 22 1] i BAR S 8. YA BT R T AT 47,
WN4.55% . 5.55% . 6.550% o e LR A GRS ik R S 3548, /NBOBUBE I B x.08Rx. 5
(x.25F1x.7538 H 53 5l Hex STIRE BT )

Therefore, if you score 6.5 in the Listening Sub-test
i, R Wr 11 B4 6.5 4
5 in the Reading Sub-test
[5EJ B2 BAIGUAE5 41
7 in the Writing Sub-test
BRI 2
and 6 in the Speaking Sub-test
H SR 657
Your total score is 24.5

AR AR A 24.54%

By averaging the scores (dividing the total score 24.5 by 4) in the example above, you would achieve
an Overall Band Score of 6.0 (which is 6.125 rounded down).
B A T4 4 TR (R5M24.5BRLA4) , PR HIRINERA ST R6.0 (24.58%144756.125H26.0)

You will usually receive your results within two weeks of the date of your test.

3l H ARG PR BB RS R

If you want to take the examination again, you no longer have to wait a minimum of three months
as you did in the past; you can take the test as often as you wish and there is no limit to the number
of times you can sit for IELTS.

IR AR FHRSINEIR, ROMRLARTIRE 2D BHE=AH ; ZAEEARRS %K, B
S HE R I K B B A FR
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® THE LISTENING SUB-TEST
T 77 BT

e The Listening Sub-test takes 40 minutes: approximately 30 minutes to listen to the recording and
answer the questions, and 10 minutes to transfer your answers to an Answer Sheet provided with
the test booklet.

Wr 3 BT g (] 4008 . R R 2930705 DR WY SR 35 | I [R1EE, 107050 FSRAEE R
&5 AU T B R R

e The test consists of 4 sections, and you will hear the recording only once. There are 40
questions in total.

AT & ANy, SRS R . FE401ER
e The listening passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

BEE DA HEAT , W Ak AR RERE 2 R

e Section 1 is based on social or life situations: for example, travel arrangements, visiting a new city,
or making arrangements to go out. This is usually a conversation between at least two speakers.
SECTION 1 Bt B4t sl A6 5%, AN iR ZHE . SR . ZHEm 7%, T s EE
LA 5H—BOoIE

e Section 2 is also based on social or life situations: for example, a news broadcast, or a description
of college facilities. This is usually a passage with only one person speaking.
SECTION 2 I A4t s A TE 37 5, A0 e B I R 0 o0t R 2 Bt O o o S 838 W o — B
— ANHITHA S

e Section 3 is usually based on education and training situations: for example, a group of students

planning a project, or a tutor and a student discussing career options. This is often a conversation
with up to four speakers.

SECTION 3 — &3 [ # & fsg g5, Hlan . —4 #4805 H MR, 88 —0 I —24
ARSI, HEEE AREZUAS 5K —BXTE,

e Section 4 is also based on education and training: for example, a lecture or a talk of general
~ academic interest.

SECTION 4 [FlFEE H #F AR5, Ban0-5—erk 2R £ 80 o i E B0R T o

e Both grammar and spelling are important in the Listening Sub-test (only certain spellings are now
acceptable). You must spell words 100% correctly when they are spelt out for you in the recording.
FEWT BT, IR B AR B (B AT R BT )70 X TR h Ptk
B, 2B A R R E 4 A DS B A BB 4o

e Your answers need to be legible, that is, they must be able to be read. This applies to all the types
of answers you give: letters, numbers and phrases.
B RMFIEW, WHLRVE, DAL X — REH TH A TR M T KRR
Tk BOF MR,
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® You write your answers on the question paper as you do the Listening Sub-test, and when it is
completed, you have 10 minutes to transfer them carefully onto the Answer Sheet. Make sure that
each answer is transferred accurately and is legible.
FESATHE IR AT DHEE R ETEIRE b REFSHE, KA 1008 R RINE
HIHEVERR b BRI E REES v H e i

B THE READING SUB-TEST
1715 B TGT

® The General Training Module Reading Sub-test takes 60 minutes and is in 3 parts or sections.
Parts 1 and 2 usually contain 2 short passages each, and Part 3 a longer single passage. The
combined length of the texts is 2000—-2750 words with a total of 40 questions.
BIZE 1, BRI (] 5604351, A% =4 : PART 1FIPART 2@ % &4 Pk
J3C, PART 3l H R — R ISR B33 B KB 82000~275017) , 340388 ,

The reading passages become more difficult as you progress through the test.

W& BRI BEAT, D SCE MR B W

Part One, social survival, consists of one or more texts with tasks involving the extraction of
factual information at a basic level of English.

PART A A TG RTE R, & — R B R 3CE, W58 % 5 A A MK T
AR B R SREEE ST

Part Two, workplace survival, usually consists of two short texts, both being relevant to the work
environment; for example, applying for a job, or pay and conditions. They contain more complex
language.

PART 220 TARAHSGTARE, (8% A S PR A, #05 TAEMRBEARE; filan. sRER . Fkek TAE
FME . X CEMTE T ENES.

Part Three, general reading, contains a text that is of general interest, and is instructive or
descriptive in content. The language is at a more complex level than the other two sections.

PART 329 WALDE 2, f & —RiA R— RIS B 5 3G, A& AR SRR, 18
& A A X B

The questions may come before or after the reading passages in the examination booklet, and
instructions and examples are given at the beginning of a new group of questions.

TR H Y 1) AT e 2 tH BUAE B SR O Z AT G, 8 — 43 R R AR A B A
LB,

When giving your answers in the Reading Sub-test, both grammar and spelling are important (only
certain spellings are now acceptable).

PR LRI R, B SR ER(HAT R U5 ).
You must write your answers during the Reading Sub-test on the Answer Sheet provided.

e T B A R HE A RIS BB I
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B THE WRITING SUB-TEST R
B AT

® The General Training Module Writing Sub-test takes 60 minutes.
BI85 VB 2% 1t (] 600

® There are two writing tasks.

AHRIIAL EF I GRS o

® The first task will take approximately 20 minutes, and you are required to write a minimum of 150

words. The second task will take approximately 40 minutes with a minimum of 250 words.

BHETASK 1 K AFEE204 480, BREZA B /DEH150F, TASK 20 ZRH A 7E K 414054
WG /02507,

® For Task 1 you must write a letter in response to a given problem. The letter will require an
explanation of the situation, and may involve a request for necessary information. You should
write in the style appropriate for the type of letter required — either personal, or in a semi-formal
correspondence style.

TASK 1E K% A k8 B b i LS — B [l {5, 7645 T ZM BN AT oL, wiridw
B it BAE B o AR S MR XU B 5 5 0 R —— T BE N R B A A
iWo

For Task 2 you are asked to write a short essay or a general report in which you might have to

provide general information concerning a given topic, offer a solution to a particular problem,
present and justify an opinion, or evaluate and challenge a given argument.

TASK 2Z5R % A 5 —fa 08 AT 1 SC sl — etk i i, o 2526 W] RERE BEAT AR H Fp ity i A
PFREERBUE B B E MR AR PT R | SR IEIFIESS— LA, SE RIS E P

iﬁlb\ (o]

In both tasks you must write in the style appropriate to the question task. The Task 2 essay should
be written in a formal (or semi-formal) style. You will also be marked on your ability to organise
your writing, and on your choice of content within your answers.

WG Ve 5w, 25 A R R FAF A R H BRI S AR S0 . TASK 27 B8 1 SO X
PUE SR (B 2R SUAR BT E MR . X408 2038 1 5 11k % 2 7% A2 44U M i 1Y
AEST

The question tasks do not require any specialised knowledge of a particular subject.

BYEES AERASHA AR R AR,
B THE SPEAKING SUB-TEST
FiE AT

® The Speaking Sub-test takes between 11 and 14 minutes.
H BB R AR 210 11~1450 4
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® The Sub-test consists of an interview with a trained examiner, and is recorded on a tape recorder.

This recording is made to ensure the interview is conducted properly and for use if the test is to be
reassessed at a later date.

HERRA P A — UG R 8 BB AT, B RaRE, S50 H KR
PRIENRIE R AT, I AR B SIS T H R PG e

® There are 3 parts to the Speaking Sub-test.
FEINER S =AM

® Part 1: you answer questions about your home life or family life, work or study, your
interests and other familiar topics of a general nature to reveal your background.
(4—5 minutes)
A3 B2 R R A 20 A O S BL, R R R B AR T . TAES %3 .
AR S HABRANGE R, (2~571411)

® Part 2: you are given exactly 1 minute to prepare yourself to talk about a particular topic.
The instructions to guide your talk are written on a card given to you by the
examiner. Your talk should last for 1-2 minutes. The examiner will ask one or two
questions at the end. (3—4 minutes, including preparation time of 1 minute)
HHEA B AR — BO R EE AR s HE SR —K R R, L
AU P E RN, &5 IR~ 200, BJE% AR — A s
B 3~25080, CL15 15 BRI HERT T IED) o

® Part3: you have a discussion with the examiner based on themes connected to the topic
given in Part 2. This part of the test requires discussion of more abstract ideas. (4—5

minutes)
5 H 5 A BiPART 29 BTSRRI T I8 o AR B SRBT S B ANl 4 i) R e it
AT (4~55041)

The interview is then closed and the Speaking Sub-test is completed.
HRGE R, HEMHASE o
® Most of the questions asked in the Sub-test are scripted; they come from a bank of questions
prepared by the test authorities. These questions are being continually added to and updated.
DU 0 R A ()RR AT 5 IS 5 Sk 2 [nl 0k B TR E R IR, HAR
A e, 0 0 SS9 ) R

® The Speaking Sub-test Band Score is calculated from a comprehensive checklist of speaking skills
in four distinct areas of ability:

FERA R £33 BREUE S X I E B BB PN AR 5 T SR B B A T BEAS Y

Fluency and Coherence Lexical Resource
PR BE 3% BT Wi

Grammatical Range and Accuracy Pronunciation
TEIETE B e 1 REFH

(See Hint 85 for an explanation of these skills.)
(ZJLHINT 85+ ik Se BRI iR RE . )
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Ten Myths* about the IELTS Test X R ZiX+XKiIRK

*Commonly held beliefs which are untrue!

The IELTS test is more difficult than other English tests. X
[fem it R zEE R EE L,
Well, no. The IELTS test is not necessarily any HR R, HEE R R b H A R

more difficult than other tests, but not all tests X, TEAFMZ M ES AN A,
assess the same skills. The IELTS test will R A FH ARG ERE— P B
certainly challenge you because the training 5 £ IEFE S S IIRE, IREKHAE

course you are considering will be tough, too. HRAH M o

| can choose which module of the IELTS test | wish to take. X
[T EEREE S BES MR R KR,
Not quite. If you want to do a degree course, you ATELEEH . IRRE R IFFOLIREE, B

MUST take the Academic Module. The General DR BEEAR LR, HIREHXREITE
Training Module is for diploma level courses EBUFHANIE LA B FT BB RN A TSI K o
and immigration purposes. But it is true that the B2, AN SRULAR B B8R 19 28 I8 B R b ARt
IELTS test module you take is determined by the B CORE SR BRI BT B e 1, R4 X Fh i st

choices you make about your future. RIEH .

The IELTS tests are different in various parts of the world. L R R
|t A EIHE O BB B i R R — B
No. There are many versions of the test, and at AR . MERIRBEREZ M, 7%

any given examination there may be a different A& H PO ERM T RERA R RA, &
version being given at a centre. However, [ELTS i, HEER—F 2RI PR UES K
is a standardised, global test.

n | can get a better score at some IELTS testing centres than at others. X
[BRAT MR ERE 2 ARG L EEAEBNI,
Absolutely not. IELTS officials use many means HEARW. MEEFRATREZ B

to ensure standardisation of Band Scores KR EIRVEE N BIRPREL . 4R, X
throughout the world. Of course, it could be true U A T RER BB —ERIBE RS %
that taking IELTS in an English-speaking HXRESEAR, Hix H2E IR RERTE
country is beneficial, but only because you are FEfh ik,

being exposed to English every day.

a | can only take the IELTS test a total of 3times. @ X
[BatngEsm=krRER,
Not true. You can now take the IELTS test as Aito AT LIBENABRRES

many times and as often as you wish. But it is JnAE B SR B IR B R, (H PR AT
sensible to wait at least two and preferably three EERBELHENA . BT =AA A EHE 2
months — continuing to practise — before you get % IEXEERTRINE 2SS, XA B

tested again. This should increase your score. E RS



