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As an important branch of the traditional Chinese culture, Chinese stone culture is a kind of borderline science integrating natural science
and social science together. Its coverage is wide and deep. The basic contents of stone culture include theories and practice on stone
application and researches at all times. related mythological legends. religions. folk customs and literature art. etc.

Humanity has predestined relations with stones. In a sense. the carly period of the tremendous social development history is the history
of the stone culture. In the primitive society. human beings lived in stone caves and used stone tools. In legendary stories, Pan Gu separated
heaven and carth with stones at the beginning of history. Nu Washi. an legendary ancient empress. smelted five-colored stones to patch the
sky when holes appeared in it due to a omniscient disaster. And Jingwei bird. the incarnation of Emperor Yan's daughter, who was drowned
in the East Sea. used to hold stones to fill the East Sea. These all reflect that our forefathers relied on stones. worshiped them and put their
wishes on them. Undergoing all kinds of hardships. they had come through the long-time Stone Age and created a brilliant stone culture.

Stones appeared on the earth before human beings. By sensing the nature, they have faithfully recorded history of the grand nature.
Stones in various postures are results of the grand nature's secret cuts and polishes. Stones in various colors are the grand nature's stamps.
Stones with various wonderful rhythms are the grand nature's notes. And exotic veins of stones deposit the grand nature's information. If the
countless mountains are regarded as an encyclopaedia of the grand nature. the countless stones should accordingly be regarded as its terms
and words.

As an emissary. stones pass the universal information over space and time. As a civilization god. stones have knocked and opened the
civilization door for human beings. Reading a stone is like reading history. so human history writing should be started from stones.

Stones are widespread materials. They can be found almost all over the world on the earth. As a cultural phenomena. stones include
almost all things. As a cultural carrier. stones were originated in the ancient time. By accompanying human beings to the present time and to
the future again. stones have formed a long-time culture.

Stone Age was the practice period of stone-enjoy culture as well as its foundation period. At the time of late New Stone Age, stone-enjoy
culture had been developed into its enlightenment period. China's stone-enjoy history can be divided into the following periods: Three
dynasties, including the Xia Dynasty. the Shang Dynasty and the Zhou Dynasty. were its formation period. The Qin Dynasty and the Han
Dynasty were its development period. The Jin Dynasties and the Northern and Southern Dynasties were its turn period. The Sui Dynasty and
the Tang Dynasty were its prosperous period. The Song Dynasties were its most splendid period. The Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty
were its renascent period. The latter-day time was its full-development time.

Stone-enjoy is a Kind of discovering art attaching great importance to nature with rich cultural contents. Stone-enjoy culture is
sublimated by stone culture which sets natural stones with view and enjoy values as its main research target. The stone-enjoy activities
widely reflect every phenomenon of all things on earth. This brought out the old famous emotional remark "there is mute beauties on earth".
Accordingly the ideologies of "putting heaven and humanity together” and "making heaven harmonious with humanity" are strengthened.
All stone-enjoy experts through the ages liked to entrust their emotions and wishes to stones and endowed stones with full connotation.

Linqu is located in the middle area of Shandong Province. It has green hills and clear waters. With its favorable geographical conditions
and clever people, the area has rich cultural reserves and strong cultural atmosphere. It not only has hills, springs. lakes and rivers, but also
is a native place of paintings. calligraphies and peculiar stones. In the frescoes excavated from ancient tombs at Haifu Hill. it can be found
that carly 1500 years ago. during time of the Wei State of the Three Kingdoms. the Jin Dynasties and the Northern and Southern Dynasties.
Linqu's peculiar stones had already been utilized in rockeries and miniature cardens. Linqu's special geological structure has bred the rich
and coloful peculiar stone resource. At present, Lingu's famous stones, such as historical ones including red silk stone, purple gold stone.
North Taihu stone and Shanwang fossil. colorful stone, Yishan Mountain stone. tortoise stone. Zhujie stone and thousand-layered stone, have
developed into over 10 series including more than 80 varieties. I have deep affection for Linqu. Still more. I arduously love Linqu's peculiar
stones. Since the last decade. T made a lot of friends by the media of stones. In addition. I actively participated in the plans and
demonstrations of scenic areas and projects of Linqu. such as the Yishan Mountain, the Qushan Mountain. the Laolong Bay, the Mi River.
the Shi Menfang. the urban garden afforestation project and peculiar stone development plan. When 1 compiled Dictionary of China's
Enjoyable Stones, my friends from Linqu provided many historical materials for me. Same undertaking makes us have mutual understanding

and attraction. In front of the nowaday reform tides with a stable political situation and the united people, our country is prosperous. The



stone-enjoy culture has been developed unprecedentedly. The activities of stone-enjoy and stone-collection have become a common practice
in the global range. Peculiar stone exhibitions have risen one after another. Various galleries, research institutes and social organizations for
stones have emerged like bamboo shoots after a spring rain. While calling stone art. the times are bringing up it. While creating and grasping
the opportunities. the County Committee and County Government of Linqu have fully utilized the superiority of abundant peculiar stone
resources and numerous qualified personnel in art. They have established a development thinking of "peculiar stones leading the way,
culture building the bridge and economy making the performance” and vigorously cultivated the peculiar stone market. In the Longquan
Peculiar Stone Marketplace. over 1200 regular vendor stands and more than 130 peculiar stone studios have been established. In addition.
there is unique "grand market" for peculiar stone exchanges here. All these provide powerful guarantees for development of the peculiar
stone undertaking. This market has become the biggest market and base for exchange. collection and distribution for peculiar stones. In
order to further advance the development of peculiar stones, the County Committee and the County Government are now vigorously making
preparations for the Third Peculiar Stones Show of Shandong Province. They have newly constructed a stone-enjoy hall of over 3000 square
meters. Publication of Lingu's Peculiar Stones is a grand occasion in the stone-enjoy circles, which should be congratulated! The book all-
sidedly reflects Linqu's stone-enjoy culture and systematically introduces the history, formation causes, kinds and varieties. Peculiar stones’
graceful bearings are thus shown. Pictures and their accompanying essays in the book are both excellent. Its full and accurate documents can
make readers have further comprehension of Linqu's peculiar stones. This will also take active functions in spreading the stone-enjoy
culture, promoting development and outward exchanges of Linqu's peculiar stone industry and advancing the construction of the material
and spirit civilizations. It is also a special gift dedicated to the new decade.

Jia Xiangyun

In August. 1999

At the Aoshi Stone Study in Jinan
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