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Chai Junfeng was born in August 1973 in Zhaotong, Yun—
nan. He is a government servant of the Tabacco Industry Of-
fice in the People’s Government of Zhaotong. Besides, he has
been a photographer for more than 10 years, devoting himself
to taking pictures of the mountainous scenery in his home-
town. Junfeng is specialized in shooting natural scenery,
folk—customs, and people. Till now, more than one thousand
pictures he shooted have been published in newspapers, jour—
nals and photo albums. Many of his works won different
awards.
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Preface

By Zhu Xianmin,Vice Chair of China Photographers’ Association, Noted Photographer

When he was a little boy, Junfeng became deaf. However, he is hardworking and perseverant. Watching tiny streams falling from mountain rocks, he
can feel their softness and shining in the sun, although he can not hear their charming sound. Countless times, he wachted those angels with black neck
and white body under Dashanbao’s blue sky and white cloud. Later, he learned from books that they are called grus nigricollis, who migrate from Qing—
hai Lake in the winter, singing all the way. While shooting these big birds and wachting them dancing on the water, he kept wondering: How do they
make sounds? In his imagination, the sound of thes birds must be as charming as the music from heaven. Although he can not hear anything, he can still
see their beatiful body and feel how hard they migrate from the north to the south, how much they love their lives, and how loyal they are to their love.

Photography is the most important thing in his life. It opened a new window to the universe. Junfeng made many friends through photography. With
his photoes, he can communicate with people without speaking. Because of photography, he walked over many mountains of Zhaotong,and loved more
and more this lean yet vigorous soil.

Junfeng loves nature, so he chose shooting scenery, e.g., colorful sunrise in Dashanbao, the four seasons of Xiaocaoba and Tongluoba, water and
grass in Huanglian River, etc. He believes that there is a sound, which originates from the depth of his heart,in his silent word. This is the whisper of great
nature,which he can not hear but can feel. In his works, he makes this sound flow fluently and become joyous,driving his audience to feel the life and e—
cho of nature and the purification of heart and soul.

Like many photographers of Zhaotong, Junfeng made Dashanbao his shooting base. He will visit Dashanbao 8 or 9 times a year, shooting natural
scenery, folk—customs, and grus nigricollis.

Shooting excellent pictures is Junfeng’s dream. Dashanbao is far from the city, the altitude is more than 3400 m, and the temperature is low. The
mountainous road is tough and long. Lots of people abandoned their plans when confronted with such a tough road. Junfeng used to ride his motor-bike
up to Dashanbao. It was so dangerous because the mountain is big and the road steep. His parents worried about him, yet he had made up his mind and
meant to go.

One winter, there was a big snow in Zhaotong. Junfeng wanted to take pictures of grus nigricollis in the snow. He got up when it was still dark, tipto—
ing out, with no shoes on, in order not to wake up his parents. He rode by himself and reached Dashanbao after 5 hours. Unfortunately, his motor—bike
was broken on the way back. He had to push his motor-bike on the freezing snowy road for more than 20 km. When he eventually got home, it was
mid-night and his feet and fingers could feel nothing.

Much hardship has to be endured in order to take an ideal photo. In 1998, Junfeng’s work - Horses on the Grassy Slope — won the 2nd prize in the
“Te Mei Si Photography Competition” by the Dongfang Tabacco Newspaper of Jinan, Shandong. In order to take this shot, he spent 3 hours alone on the
secluded mountain waiting for the hot sun to set.

Photography is a painful job, however. It brings this handicapped photographer much happiness and joy. He worked hard for more than 5000 days
and was rewarded well by society. All his harvest and joy embody love from all the society and his much harder work than the normal persons.

His parents named him Junfeng, meaning steep mountain, hoping that he would be as endurable and unyielding as the mountain, and that he would
have a strong heart though he lost his hearing. Junfeng continuously explores his life and the world, and also harvests constantly. Let us give him more
care and love together.

Nov 26, 2007 in Beijing
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Silent Dancing and Singing of Light and Shadow

By Zhang Shaoxiong, Secretary of Zhaoyang Committee of CPC, Zhaotong

There is a kind of scenery that you can not stop enjoying. It displays the wonder of nature and the trace of the civilization by special natural scenes
and particular human history. It explains the unique meaning of nature, survival, civilization, and harmony via a special language and view. Junfeng asked
me to write a preface for his album. | was afraid that my writing could not express what | thought. However, it was so hard for me to refuse. After | saw
Junfeng’s pictures about Dashanbao, | had a keen feeling of artistic delight: Such a spectacular scenery!

Junfeng, a handicaped yet unyielding young photographer, born in August 1983 in Zhaotong, was deprived of the right to be a healthy person and
became deaf by an unmerciful disease when he was one year old. From then on, Junfeng was thrown into a silent world and endured much harsher life
than normal people.

Because of being deaf, Junfeng could not go to junior high after elementary. However, he meant to earn a living by himself. He had to take a
part-time job in a cement bag factory because he could not find a suitable one. In May 1991, Junfeng got a good opportunity as he was given a job as a
typist in the Economy Research Office of Zhaotong Government with the aid of Zhaotong Association of Handicaped Persons. Junfeng appreciated this
opportunity, fullfilled his duty, and commended himself to his collegues and superiors.

It was his curiosity that completely changed Junfeng’s life. One day in June 1993, Junfeng noticed his father’s bag was so bulgy when he was home
from work. He opened the bag and found a camera. He examined it carefully.“People press that button and get beatiful pictures. Why shouldn’t | try it?”
he thought. At that moment, he had an impluse to take some pictures with this very camera. Accidentally, that day was the Torch Festival - New Year of
the Yi nationality. Carrying that camera, he went to Qinggang range by bike, a favorable spot of photographers. Seeing many Yi people, in their beatiful
costumes, were swaying swings and wrestling, Junfeng was so excited. Using the basics learnt from his brother, Junfeng focused, triggered the shuttle,
and took lots of pictures about the joyous scenes.

Despite the harshest scold from his father, he had tasted the joy and happiness of photography. Later, his maiden work -~ The Torch Festival -~ was
published in Zhaotong Newspaper. This success convinced him that to be an excellent photographer should be his career. Since then, Junfeng spent all
his time and energy on photography. Junfeng was so crazy about photography that he read all relevant books available from local libraries. Junfeng real—
ized that his education was insufficient, and he had to work much harder than normal people in order to succeed. He used all pennies he saved daily to
buy books and journals. Besides, he learnt from other photographers. After a few years, Junfeng’s photography skills were greatly improved. In order to
encourage Junfeng, his family used all their savings and bought him a ten-thousand-yuan camera, which laid a solid ground for Junfeng’s photography
career.

Junfeng is an optimistic yet strong person, and a person with much gift in art as well. He used the silent dancing and singing of light and shadow to
capture the beauty of sky and earth, and filled his soundless world with blossomy flowers and cheerful songs.

Many of Junfeng’s works were shot in Dashanbao. People are often amazed by the art with which he used the light and shadow. The vigor, the
composition, and the colour are full of visual impact, giving audience excitement and enjoyment of beauty.

The theme of Junfeng’s album includes the four-season natural scenery of Dashanbao, grus nigricollis with all possible gestures, and unique and
mysterious folk—customs.

In Junfeng’s works, | saw sunlight painting the sky and the earth as red, and Rooster Mountain upright like a lonely worrior between the sky and the
earth. Such a vigour as the Yangtz River thundering down from a mountain would shock everyone. | saw flocks of sheep grazing on the endless pasture
and tasting the joys and sorrows of life, the beautiful flowers of bulkwheat and the joy of seeing the wheat ears become plump, the hardworking, simple,
and good people bred by the colorful Dashanbao. | also saw the silence and wideness of the red soil covered by the snow, the purity of blue sky and
white clouds, and grus nigricollis dancing under the golden sunlight thus creating a variety of plateau scenery. Junfeng’s works also brought me the mu-



sic-like sound of grus nigricollis in the ancient time. This is a heavenly harmonious melody whispering their lovely feeling to human beings. Junfeng’s
works also enabled me to feel the fragrance of everything on the earth and the world full of sadness, happiness, and vicissitudes. Junfeng’s works also
helped me to understand the immenseness and longinguity of the universe, as well as insignificance and temporality of mortals. | realized that it is not e—
nough for an audience to admire Junfeng’s works, but to feel them with all his senses.

It is lucky for Junfeng to choose Dashanbao since it is a beautiful, famous, and purifying holy land. There one will find the blue and profound sky,
magnificent plateau, astonishing clolorful clouds, clean and flying waterfalls, and endless green pasture, fragrant flowers, colorful crops, clear ice—water—
fall, transparent lakes, rugged canyon, mysterious yet lucky Buddha’s light, dancing grus nigricollis. These are all heavenly bestowal. All of them would
draw people’s attention, make people forget to return, and appear in people’s dreams. It is such a unique scenery that nourishes Junfeng’s photography
art.

As a photography fan, | love Dashanbao as well. Dashanbao is 79 km away from Zhaoyang city, with an altitude of 2215 to 3364 m, annual temper—
ature of 6.2°C, and an area of 192 square kilometers. It is the class—one national grus nigricollis natural reserved zone. Up till now, grus nigricollis in
Dashanbao area has increased to more than 1300. Dashanbao has become the biggest habitat in the winter for grus nigricollis on the east hemisphere.
Therefore, Dashanbao has drawn the eyeball of scientists and environmentalists from the world, and become the heaven of photographers and pathfind—
ers.

At this moment, the local government is working to build Dashanbao into a 4-A ecological tourism spot, and construct a wide high way in place of the
current rural road. In the near future, there will emerge a modern town with ancient biulding styles, full of folk—customs, recreation spots and museums. |
believe that the future of Dashanbao’s cultural tourism will be splendid. This will not be possible without the efforts of people like Junfeng who promote
Zhaoyang scenery with all their heart and hardwork. The local government truly appreciates those who dedicate themselves to Zhaoyang’s development.

Junfeng is crazy about the attractive and mysterious soil in Dashanbao which is sometimes real and sometimes illusive. He has devoted all his time
and energy to his photography career. Since then, Junfeng’s life has been tightly connected with Wumeng Mountains. More than 10 years, he has been
shooting in Dashanbao area dozens of times in freezing cold, in the snow, or in hot summer. He has meant to express his strong feelings and love for the
mysterious Wumeng Mountains using the art of light and shadow, and pursue the art of photography.

Without being carefully ground, a sword won't be sharp. Without being immersed long in freezing cold, a wintersweet won’t smell fragrant. Junfeng
has received more rewards than he expected after he had worked hard for ten years. More than one thousand of his works have been published in vari—
ous publications and albums. Some of them received different rewards. Later, he was accepted as member of Taiwan Zhonghua Photography Associa—
tion, China Folk-custom Photography Association, Yunnan Photographers’ Association, Yunnan Folk—custom Photography Association, Zhaotong Grus
Nigricollis Protecting Volunteers’ Association, and Zhaoyang Photographers’ Association. In the meantime, he was also elected the chair of Zhaotong
Deaf People’s Asssociation. Junfeng started his own studio-Wumeng Impressions, for the purpose of satisfying his audience better.

After more than ten years’ hardworking, Junfeng’s photography skills have been greatly improved. However, he realised that the world of art is end—
less and one has to improve oneself continuously in order to make more creative and attractive works. We are looking forward to seeing that Junfeng
would take more excellent photoes of his hometown - the mysterious Wumeng Mountains, contributing more to the rapid development of Zhaoyang’s
cultural tourism.

Dec 16, 2007
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