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CHARACTERISTICS

Preface

The following work was suggested by a perusal of Rochefoucault’s
Maxims & Moral Reflections. 1 was so struck with the force and beauty of the
style and matter, that I felt an earnest ambition to embody some
occasional thoughts of my own in the same form .... There is a peculiar
stimulus, and at the same time a freedom from all anxiety in this mode of
writing ... . Each maxim should contain the essence or ground-work of a
separate Essay, but so developed as of itself to suggest a whole train of
reflections to the reader.

1. Of all virtues, magnanimity is the rarest. There are a hundred
persons of merit for one who willingly acknowledges it in another.

13. Some people tell us all the harm — others as carefully conceal
all the good they hear of us.

15. The silence of a friend commonly amounts to treachery. His
not daring to say anything in our behalf implies a tacit censure.

23. Envy is a littleness of soul, which cannot see beyond a certain
point, and if it does not occupy the whole space, feels itself excluded.

27. Those who are the most distrustful of themselves, are the most
envious of others; as the most weak and cowardly are the most
revengeful.

57. The surest way to make ourselves agreeable to others is by
seeming to think them so. If we appear fully sensible of their good
qualities, they will not complain of the want of them in us.

59. Silence is one great art of conversation. He is not a fool who
knows when to hold his tongue; and a person may gain credit for sense,
eloquence, wit, who merely says nothing to lessen the opinion which
others have of these qualities in themselves.

61. A man who is always defending his friends from the most
trifling charges, will be apt to make other people their enemies.

127. We as often repent the good we have done as the ill.
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