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PREFACE

Consider this:a hundred years ago the Chinese were much less certain
of their political identity than they are now. The Empire had had less need
for such matters before 1905 and only belatedly approached the matter. In
any case ,communications were less well developed and the society was con-
siderably less integrated in itself, though somewhat surprisingly not so
poorly with the rest of the world. Especially on the Eastern and Southern
seaboards China’s interaction with the rest of the world had grown
considerably during the second half of the nineteenth century. This was the
era of Western colonialism when treaty ports,concessions and colonies were
established from the far Northeast of China to the extreme Southwest.

Everyone knows the overall negative influence of Western colonialism
on the Chinese state. Less well-known is the impact of Western colonialism
on Chinese society, values, culture and identity. This impact was necessarily
highly localised : a series of new ideas and practices that were imported into
China from a variety of different Western countries and which mixed with an
equally as wide variety of local practices, belief systems and environments
across the whole of China. Yet the series of emergent syntheses that
emerged in the interaction between on the one hand, a range of widely
different colonial environments in China, and on the other, a range of
uniquely different international stimuli played a central role in the

emergence of modern Chinese nationalism. These interactions shaped the
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way the Chinese saw themselves and their country. It would not be going too
far to argue that in these moments of interaction the Chinese were forced to
give content to the somewhat vaguer feelings of nationalism that had
preceded this interaction.

This is the most important argument of Zhu Jianjun’s book about the
development of the German colony of Qingdao during 1897 - 1914. Many
have written about the Germanness of the colony,its violent origins and its
pathbreaking social agendas. She however concentrates on the reactions of
the Chinese who became the Qingdao locals and in particular on how they
saw their identity as Chinese emerge at this time. It is a work of great so-
phistication as well as solid research, avoiding the traps of
overgeneralisation. It realises and explicates the various reactions of
different Chinese to the colonial experience by class, gender and
occupation. Through it all though runs the theme of an emerging Chinese
nationalism. Qingdao’s role in this process was of course particularly
interesting since it became from a fairly early stage a home for Chinese in-
tellectual outcasts and bohemians. Ideas of identity and Chineseness were
not only public currency alongside the practices of everyday colonial life,
but particularly after World War I the city became a magnet for those

seeking to give meaning to the expression of modern Chinese nationalism.

Professor David S G Goodman
University of Sydney
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