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Taiwan is called a “microcosm of north-
ern hemisphere ecosystems.” due to its
favorable geography. climate and historical
factors. Though small, the island is topologi-
cally varied, with many mountains, the tallest
of which, Yushan, towers to nearly 4,000
meters. This geography enables Taiwan to
claim tropical. subtropical, and temperate
ecological zones where at least 150,000 ani-
mal and plant species make their homes. The
degree of ecological diversity found on Tai-
wan is a source of amazement for biologists.
Unfortunately, busy with their own lives,
people on Taiwan are often not very familiar
with the ecological riches to be found on our
island. They rarely have the opportunity to
stop and look at the beautiful natural realms
that exist so close by. To take one example,
just ten minutes” drive from Taipei’s Hsinyi
financial district lie the hiking trails of the
Nankang Hills, which nurture more than 120
types of ferns. Hikers can observe the vary-
ing appearance of different types of ferns,
from the flying spider-monkey fern to the
green penny fern, or enjoy the sight of gem-
like spore sacs clinging to their leaves.
Hidden in Taiwan’s history and culture,
as well as in the daily lives of its people, are
numerous interesting ecological phenomena.
For example. one can still sample desserts
made from Taiwan’s unique jelly fig. Many
people do not realize that the jelly fig is a
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vine that clings to tree trunks and rocks. To
bloom and bear fruit, it depends on a symbi-
otic relationship with fig wasps. This myste-
rious cooperation is one of Taiwan’s treasures.

Why did the student pro-democracy move-
ment of the 1980s use the Formosa lily as its
symbol? This hardy species, which is unique
to Taiwan and can be seen all over the island.
from the seashore to the high mountains, sym-
bolizes courage and perfection in Aboriginal
culture. In addition, in Taiwanese literature
of the Japanese colonial period, the wild lily
stood for the rustic voice of the people.

These informative and moving tales from
nature that resonate with the pulse of life on
Taiwan are at the heart of Call of the Wild's
appeal. I would like to thank Chang Chin-ju
of the Government Information Office publi-
cation Sinorama magazine for exploring the
topic of ecological conservation for more
than 20 years. She has listened for and con-
veyed the whispered voice of Taiwan’s natu-
ral beauty. Ms. Chang has previously pub-
lished Taiwan's Extraordinary Plants and
Animals, Animals and the Chinese, and A
New Age for Wildlife Conservation in Tai-
wan, not only introducing Taiwan’s richly
varied natural resources and reporting on de-
velopments in conservation efforts, but also
providing a look at the interaction between
the people of Taiwan and the creatures that
live here, spotlighting issues for discussion.
Her writing style, with its humanistic per-
spective, differs from the rationalist, scien-
tific approach of other books on ecology. or
the more practically oriented introductions of
travel books. This perspective stimulates a
sense of caring for our local ecology by ap-
pealing to a shared cultural identity, while
still remaining highly informative.

As international conservation movements
shift their focus to biodiversity, conservation
work can no longer limit its concerns to the
organisms themselves, because the factors

involved are too varied. encompassing politi-
cal, economic, social, transportation, and
even diplomatic issues. At the legislative
level, current conservation laws and national
park laws are inadequate, as conservation
must be approached with an overall national
land use plan in mind. When the Democratic
Progressive Party became the ruling party in
2000, these issues gained greater attention.
The government has made the “Water and
Green Construction Plan™ one of the ten ma-

jor projects in its “Challenge 2008 national

development plan.” The hope is that Tai-
wan’s natural ecology can incrementally be
restored, making Taiwan a model for sub-
tropical ecosystem conservation efforts.

Looking to the future, conservation will
no longer be the domain of a single govern-
ment agency or an elite minority. For ex-
ample. economic agencies must be alert to
the possible impact of international trade on
biodiversity. and the public should realize
the ecological damage that may be caused by
keeping foreign species as pets or unthink-
ingly releasing them into the wild.

In an era when we should all be foot sol-
diers for environmental protection, extend-
ing the scope and depth of environmental
education is especially important. As Sinorama
magazine reports on Taiwan’s conservation
efforts, it is also educating our citizenry about
the environment. From this volume’s many
true stories, we can see that there are people
in every corner of Taiwan tenaciously re-
cording the fate of species and the changes they
are undergoing—or tirelessly watching over
endangered flora, fauna, or habitats. Subsisting
on their passion for conservation, they ask noth-
ing in return, silently toiling until the fruits of
their labor gradually become evident. I hope
these touching stories will inspire everyone’s
love of this land, and let us together cherish na-
ture and preserve our beautiful island home. [

(tr. by Minn Song)
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eading Chang Ching-ju’s Call of the
Wild—Taiwan’s Natural World took
me back to the Taiwan countryside of 50
years ago. My family lived on the outskirts of
Chungli, in a home surrounded by rice pad-
dies. vegetable patches, and farmhouses.
Most of the homes in our small town were
single-story dwellings, and the streets were only
tarred down the middle, while the fringes were
still unpaved gravel. Lots of plants sprouted up
through the gravel, and insects abounded. We
kids had nothing on our minds but play, and cer-
tainly didn’t bother with last-minute cramming
for tests. A bunch of us would head every day
into the fields, forests, and bamboo groves. We
would swim and fish in the ponds, and catch lo-
aches, eel, crayfish, hairy crabs, and clams in the
streams. In the bamboo groves there were bam-
boo sprouts to dig up. Mature bamboo could be
chopped down and fashioned into bows and ar-
rows, fishing poles, or various other toys.
Beetles. dragonflies, and frogs were the object
of endless fun. And in the evenings we would
creep through the dark down to the creek or into
the fields to catch fireflies and make lanterns by
putting them inside cellophane bags crafted
from the wrapping on cigarette cartons. There
was so much to do. We really had a lot of fun.
Not long ago I went back to the old home-
town that was once so quiet, simple. and
friendly. As if by magic. the streets, houses, and
faces of my childhood had disappeared. re-
placed by broad avenues, tall buildings, and
bustling crowds of strangers. I went to Hsin-
ming Elementary School. where I had gone to
school, to have a look. The bamboo groves that
once surrounded it were pretty much gone.
Gone were the trees planted as windbreak.
Gone, the green rice paddies and vegetable
patches. Everything had been gobbled up by
pavement and concrete. The little town of
Chungli had turned into a big city. Transporta-
tion had become convenient, but it felt like the
city had become very small. It used to take a half

hour to walk from home to the train station, and
the route was alive with more birds, bugs, and
wildflowers than the eye could even take in. On
this past visit, however, zipping along in my car
through thickets of garish shop signs, passing
under a web of utility lines strung from pole to
concrete pole, vying for roadspace with cars and
scooters, I frantically flitted all the way across
town in just a bit over ten minutes. To my dis-
may, [ found that the streams, fields, plants, and
creatures of my youth were now “endangered
scenery,” perhaps soon to disappear altogether.
Chang Ching-ju’s book is about a small
number of people devoted to the study of na-
ture. Working beyond the radar screen of
public notice, each of them carries on in
semi-isolation, doing his little bit to preserve
species and habitats in Taiwan that are in
danger of dying away. No one can predict the
outcome of their efforts, but succeed or fail,
they have set a shining example. They have
become spokespersons for nature in distress.
By focusing on environmental activists
and researchers, this book implies heavy
criticism for the view of nature adopted by
people in Taiwan, and our attitudes toward Tai-
wan’s habitats and living things. We just keep
using up the earth and its natural resources,
and worse, in our greedy irresponsibility in-
troduce invader species that wreak havoc on
an environment that falls sicker by the day.
If we are to protect the natural environ-
ment, we must have an understanding of bi-
ology, ecological science, environmental sci-
ence, managerial science, and ecological eth-
ics. We must. in other words, attack the prob-
lem using both science and psychology.
This book is a collection of 23 articles,
authored separately but connected by a spirit of
caring. The tales within inspire alarm and joy by
turns. In addition to introducing individuals en-
gaged in environmental work, each article also
focuses on how species interact with landscapes
and habitats. The difficulty of conservation is a
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recurring theme. The book sets forth the tax-
onomy, distribution, and natural history of
various species that are currently under
threat, and describes their reproduction and
conservation. It also describes the close re-
lationship between these living things and man.
In this book we see very clearly the pres-
sure that Taiwan’s habitats and species are
under. This pressure has become especially
intense in the past half century. The environ-
mental changes that have occurred, and the
decline in biodiversity, are alarming. We are
faced with important tasks. We must identify
the causes and indicators of environmental
change, and determine, on the basis of changes
in observed indicators, the degree of environ-
mental degradation that has taken place. But
beyond that, we must also put forward effec-
tive and timely response measures and carry
out rehabilitation in order to rescue habitats
and species. For example, to figure out how
to protect aquatic environments, and how to
preserve and rehabilitate aquatic life, one
must first understand the diversity and popula-
tion of amphibious species, which are extremely
sensitive to the quality of aquatic environments.
The author is a long-time observer of Tai-
wan’s environment, and has written exten-
sively on conservation. She has made a spe-
cial contribution by communicating with a
lay audience. Also worthy of note is the
book’s bilingual Chinese-English format,
something of a rarity in Taiwan publishing.
This welcome feature will get the message
out to a wider audience. L
(tr. by David Mayer)

King Hen-biau, ecologist

e




FHRRE

rEL

I8 IFNHIE

To Rebuild Our Land,
Let’s First Build Environmental Ethics

X - REFL0

pf}', Hb b 2 A5 0 s e o £ O
P 2 ok 7 A S R AR A AE A
TR PRAS IC 2 Bk A A 22 e 8 g 5 5k
(14 e A0 7 Co i 2 i e A1 S PRt
(1% 0 P 04 02— R R 85 L 2 DL
o 2 opUIe 3 SRR BRI AR - Ry
A AU S 5 ELAT A R B AT
e 2 b B 5% o £ R M) 3 T o A 110
gqllth ?
OIS BT I L0 11 1A 25 6 AR TR TR
f"Eh%M'r o JUHAR RKIE S ke
By~ B b oK R 2 0 B
N LR e > IR AR B L AR A
KERGIINS  JEG%P AETH
Sk 2 1 B W A B P 2 Sl Pl
Mg TNfEfEM] 2 4 - (i
S 000 SE TR TR L o BRIRE M R — Al
% £ 1 A 1) 24 T I 7 7 B 1 ) T
MRS RRTE RS o o aril AR
GE VU PE S AR ERT A 2
{HAE » 0 DK% 1 35 300 2 1 [ 1 58 e
FRAM A U ok T MESRE - IE A5 A IR BT
A A N AR A O > JRAM A 1 %
GCRLR « L PyeT O TS LU
it T f %‘W B UG T B il R
o FR A S - R ] L A LR R P
PEARIBENY L% o TR IERZ AT - 53 (1

Docs a lonely dragonfly hovering over a
wetland have worries? Or is it just a
bundle of muscle and nerve fibers? Does an
apparently insentient fern have a soul? Is
concern for a tree merely misplaced affec-
tion? When you see a crested serpent eagle
soaring high aloft on an air current, do you
think about whether it has a different intrinsic
value from a human being, and whether it
should be the object of our moral concern?

The concerns of environmental ethics of-
ten appear divorced from reality. Especially
so when homes are destroyed by landslides
and the land ravaged by floods. so that the
people of Taiwan are too busy looking after
their own safety to worry about anything
else, or are even blaming nature itself for the
disasters. At a time like this, how many people
still care about the fate of wildlife and ecolo-
gies, or whether these have “intrinsic value™?
Seeing us publish a book about enthusiastic
ecological researchers and the richness and
diversity of Taiwan’s natural environment,
some may even suspect us of reporting only
good news and glossing over the bad.

Yet it is precisely because we are at a loss
as to what to do in the face of the natural di-
sasters that strike year after year. and pre-
cisely because the outlook for Taiwan’s en-
vironment looks so bleak and distressing,
that we should realize that the malaise afflict-
ing our land cannot be put right just by en-
gineering works or by economic, legal or politi-
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cal measures—we need new ways of thinking
that can break through our present impasse. We
should ask ourselves: more than two decades
after the rise of environmental consciousness
in Taiwan, why does the state of our soil, air
and water continue to relentlessly decline,
despite growing expenditure on pollution
control and nature conservation? We can cite
all kinds of reasons—f{rom burgeoning greed
and a culture of short-term speculation, to
short-sighted official policies—and arrive at
the following conclusion: that we have overde-
veloped the environment in which we live and
the land beneath our feet, but we have been too
slow to develop an ethical framework for our
relationship with our environment and our land.
In creating the kind of civilization we have
now, on a superficial level we seem to have
been clever in the way we have changed and
reduced our dependence on nature and the
land. But unfortunately we were not clever
enough to realize that we can never be “liber-
ated” from nature and the land, and in fact the
development of a highly civilized society
brings an even greater need for fertile soil,
clean air, pristine water, a healthy ozone layer,
and plants” capacity for photosynthesis.
Precisely because we cannot build a
healthy culture on an ailing land, and pre-
cisely because no matter what kind of civili-
zation humanity creates we can never isolate
ourselves from nature, before making mighty
efforts to rebuild the natural environment we
urgently need to develop an ethical frame-
work for dealing with that environment.
Facing our wounded land, our most press-
ing task today is not to rebuild it, but to bring
about a sea-change in the attitudes of the vast
majority of our people toward the environ-
ment. Only if we correct the relative status of
mankind and the environment in our value
systems, only if we establish new ethical atti-
tudes toward the environment, is there perhaps
still hope of saving our land from destruction.

With this in mind, when we focus on
people who, with no thought of their own
advantage, devote all their efforts to studying
and recording frogs, spiders, ferns or aquatic
plants, then far from being out of touch with
reality, we are attempting to foster and com-
municate a new environmental ethics.

Let us throw off theory and dogma, open
our hearts, and look at the people and the liv-
ing things they care about in each of the true
stories in this book. Many of them are not
academics, but like the biologists also fea-
tured, they have opened their souls to the call of
nature, and thus have imperceptibly developed a
deeper environmental consciousness and spirit.

For example, Lin Chun-chi, who grows
aquatic plants in his own paddy fields, did
not create this wetland environment for his
own pleasure, nor for the pleasure of others,
but simply because the plants need some-
where to live. For Lin, these plants’ value
does not lie in their usefulness to man, nor do
his efforts have anything to do with resource
management or the “‘sustainable use™ trumpeted
by government agencies. He grows these plants
simply because they were here before we
were. and we should let them live in peace!

As for such questions as how we humans
should readjust our relationship with nature
in terms of our values and ethical beliefs. or
how far we should go in showing respect for
living things, perhaps after reading this book
you will have your own answers. Many of
you may also realize that what we should re-
ally care about is perhaps not only whether a
dragonfly or plant has consciousness or a
soul, but also whether, in the midst of devel-
opment pursued at the cost of land, water,
quality of life and biodiversity, we can still
rediscover some of the feelings we have
lost—such as the passion and humility that
we can only feel when gazing into a starry
sky, or crossing a wilderness. Ul

(tr. by Robert Taylor)
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