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Preface

Collins COBUILD Essential English Dictionary is the second COBUILD dictionary.
The first one, Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary, was published in
1987 and offers learners a great deal of new information which they can use to help
them learn the language. However, it was clear from the start that a smaller diction-
ary was also needed for everyday use. The Essential is that dictionary.

The Essential keeps all the main features of the original COBUI/L D dictionary, but it
concentrates them into a smaller space. Also, we have added some new features
that are designed to make the dictionary both more useful and more enjoyable to use.

The mostimportant feature about COBU/LD is thatit isa completely new description
of the English of today. The information in the entries comes from a study of about
twenty million words of text. It is reliable and up-to-date, and has been made
possible by using the latest computer techniques.

Because of this method of work, the examples given in the dictionary are from actual
texts, and show the word or phrase as it has been used in these texts. The examples
are not meant to show just the meaning of the word. The explanation does that. The
examples are there to show you how to use it.

COBUILD is already famous for the way in which it sets out the explanations. They
are in sentences, and the actual way they are written can help you use the words.

Here is the entry for inside:

inside /msard/, insides. 1 Something or someone PREPOR ADV
that is inside a place, container, or object is
surrounded by its sides. e Two minutes later we

were inside the taxi... You left your lighter inside...

It is a fruit with a seed inside.
adjective. ec The door had no inside bolt. ATTRIB

2 The inside of something is the part or area that ncount
its sides surround or contain. ec The inside of my

mouth was dry... ...the inside of the castle.

3 You can also say that someone is inside when apv

they are in prison. Informal
4 On a wide road, the inside lanes are the ones ApjcrAssiF:
which are closest to the edge of the road.

5 Inside information is obtained from someone apjcLAssF:

Notice that paragraph 1 starts ‘Something or someone.. . .

» used as an » ADJCLASSIF :

who is involved in a situation and therefore knows ATTRIB

a lot about it.

6 If you are inside an organization, you belong to prep

it. Ec Nobody inside the company will be surprised.

7 If you say that someone has a feeling inside prepor Apv
them, you mean that they have not expressed this

feeling. c His true feelings keep surging up inside

him... I always felt inside that I wanted to write.

8 If something such as a piece of clothing is inside parase
out, the inside part has been turned so that it faces
outwards.

9 Your insides are your internal organs, especially NPLURAL:
your stomach. ec What we all need is a bit of food }5}’“’051
in our insides. SHOMn

', while paragraph 2 has

only ‘something’ and paragraph 3 has only ‘someone’. This means that the kind of
meaning in paragraph 2 applies to things, and not to people and in paragraph 3

people, not things, are sent to prison.

In paragraph 4, this meaning of inside applies only to traffic Iénes on a main road.
Paragraph 5 is about a kind of information, and so on. As you can see, you can
learn a lot by reading the explanations carefully.

A special feature of COBUILD is the extra column of information about the grammar
and usage. There is a lot of very useful information in this column, and it is
worthwhile making sure you understand the simple terms that are used: v = verb,
AbJ = adjective, and so on. If you are not sure of any of the words or abbreviations
in the Extra Column, you can look them up in their alphabetical place in the
dictionary. So you will find ATTRIB on page 45 and ADJ PRED on page 12. Each one

is in a box to make it easier to find. A list of everything used in the Extra Column is

given on page vii.
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You will also find helpful labels such as /nformal and American in the Extra Column.
These give you more information about the word and tell you when you can use it.

The Extra Column can also help you to find the meaning you want in a long entry.
For example if you read ‘The doctors had worked without a break’, and you do not
know the meaning of break, you can at least tell that it is a noun. So you can run
your finger down the break entry, past the verbs until you find the nouns, starting
at the end of paragraph 6, with the meaning you want in paragraph 10. You thus
only need to read the noun meanings.

All the headwords are written in a phonetic transcription which shows you how to
pronounce a word. A key to the symbols is given on page ix — they are all symbols
of the International Phonetics Association. We have added some information on
what happens to a word in connected speech, because many words can vary in
pronunciation. This information is in tiny numbers above vowel letters, and you can
ignore it if you want to say just one word out loud.

These are all features of the original dictionary. The Essential has some new
features, which we hope will make the dictionary easier and more interesting to
use. For example, the illustrations have been specially drawn for this book, to help
where an object is not easy to describe, but is easy to recognize.

The grammar notes have been written specially for use by students. In addition to
the short explanations, we have taken a whole page for each of seventeen major
points of grammar. The list is on page viii, and the page-long entries are as near as
possible to their alphabetical places. In these entries we have gathered together a
lot of information and examples about the main categories of English grammar.

We have also added over 400 language activities, called Checkpoints. You will find
one at the bottom of the right-hand column on each left-hand page. They are
puzzles or points for discussion, and all the information you need is somewhere on
the two pages that will be open around the Checkpoint. A key to these activities is
given on pages 945-948.

These activities can be used to make you think a bit about words and to extend your
vocabulary range. They can also be used during a class lesson, and should help to
make the dictionary a regular tool for language learning. | hope that you, the user,
will enjoy these activities. They won't interfere with using the dictionary in the
normal way, but they should add some interest to your learning of English.

On pages 938-944 we have included a list of the words that we have found useful
in explaining the meanings and uses of English. Teachers may also find this list
useful as the basis of a syllabus, to develop students’ dictionary skills. The
language we have used has been kept as simple as possible but we have avoided the
restrictions and awkwardness of a fixed defining vocabulary. In this book only
about 2000 words have been used ten times or more, and there are only a total of
3000 different forms in the Wordlist.

These new features are part of COBU/LD s general policy of trying out new ways to
present information about the English Language. | would be glad to hear what
things you find easy or difficult, useful or useless. | have had a lot of valuable criti-
cism from users of the first COBU/LD dictionary, and some of the points made have
already been used to improve this new one.

John Sinclair
Editor in Chief



A Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

1 Finding words

1.1 Main entries

The order of entries is alphabetical, with no notice
being taken of capital letters, hyphens, or spaces
between words. So the order of words in a small
section of ‘B’ is:

backbiting
backbone
back-breaking
backdate
backdoor
backer
backfire
backgammon
background

1.2 Phrasal verbs

Phrasal verbs are put in paragraphs immediately
after the simple verb. So you will find close
down and close in at the end of the entry for
close and before the entry for close-cropped,
so that the dictionary headword list

reads:

close
close down
closein
closed

1.3 Phrases

Phrases are fixed combinations of words which
have their own special meanings, so that you
cannot normally guess the meaning from the indi-
vidual words.

Phrases are printed in bold type in the entry for the
most important word in the phrase. When the
phrase is close in meaning to another meaning of
the word, the phrase will be found in the same
paragraph as that meaning, but will be intro-
duced by a e. For example:

If a part of your body is bare, it is not covered by

any clothing. e If someone does something with

their bare hands, they do it without using any
weapons or tools.

Other phrases are put in separate paragraphs or
sometimes a number of phrases are putin one
paragraph. For example:

12 Back is also used in these phrases. 12.1 If you pHRasEs
are wearing something back to front, you are
wearing it incorrectly, with the back of it on the

front of your body. 12.2 If you do something behind
someone’s back, you do it without them knowing

about it.

1.4 Cross-references

If you cannot find the explanation of a phrase,
expression, or compound at the word you have
looked up, you will often find a note telling you
which entry has the explanation. For example, at
the entry for bag, bag 6 reads:

6 a bag of bones: see bone.

Similarly, face 9.14 reads:

9.14 at face value: see value.

At the end of cover up 2 you will find:
e See also cover-up.

1.5 Words which are defined together

The dictionary tells you how to use all the import-
ant members of a word family, such as adjectives,
adverbs, and nouns. Where the meaning of the
words is similar, the meaning is only given for the
headword. The other words in the family are
printed at the end of a paragraph dealing with that
meaning. Each word of this kind is introduced by
a ¢, to show that you have a word with a new
word class but with very little change of meaning.

The different endings that can be added to form
the new words are all explained in alphabetical
order in the text of the dictionary. So there are
entries for -ly, -ness, -ation, and so on.

Even though these words are not defined separ-

ately, they always have grammatical information

in the Extra Column and an example in the main

text to show how they have been used.

eager /i:;go/. If you are eager to do something, you ApjQuaLIT:
want to do it very much. ec The majority were ‘,’g“""‘FOR
eager to express their opinions... ...people eager for
a quick cure. o eagerly. ec They began to talk o aov
eagerly. ¢ eagerness. Ec../my €agerness (o learn... o NUNCOUNT
...an eagerness for total freedom.

Words which belong to the same family but which
have differences in meaning are treated as separ-
ate headwords and will be found in their correct
alphabetical place. So there are different entries
for words such as hopeful and hopefully, and
sure and surely.

There is sometimes very little difference in mean-
ing between words with different grammatical
functions. When this is the case, one word is
defined, and the other is treated in the same para-
graph, preceded by a ». For example:

When you amble, you walk slowly and in a relaxed v :usu+a
manner. ec I ambled home through the village.

» used as a noun. ec He slowed down to his usual » NsING
steady amble.



2 Forms and spelling

The spelling for each form of word is given in bold
letters at the beginning of an entry. For example:

earthquake /3:8kweik/, earthquakes.
echo /ekau/, echoes, echoing, echoed.
easy /1zi'/, easier, easiest.

lith /laxt/, lights, lighting, lighted, lit /lit/;
lighter, lightest.

If there is anything unusual about the use of the
forms, this is explained in a note immediately after
they are given. for example:

burst /ba:st/, bursts, bursting. The form burst is
used in the present tense and is the past tense and
past participle of the verb.

If the word is spelled differently in American
English, this is explained in a note immediately
after the forms, for example:

fuel /fjual/, fuels, fuelling, fuelled; also spelled
fueling, fueled in American English.

3 Pronunciation

The pronunciation is normally given after the first
form of the word. For example:

key /ki:/, keys.

But if the word is pronounced in different ways,
this is explained after all the forms. For example:
bow, bows, bowing, bowed; pronounced /bau/ for
paragraphs 1 to 4 and for the phrasal verbs, and
/bau/ for paragraphs 5, 6 and 7.
When the pronunciation of one of the forms is very
different from the first form given, then its pro-
nunciation is also given immediately after it. For
example:

give /giv/, gives, giving, gave /gerv/, given.

For further information about pronunciation and a
key to symbols used see pages viii-ix.

4 Explanations

Words are explained in simple English, easy to
understand, and with a lot of information about
their uses. If you read the explanations carefully,
you should be able to use the word yourself in
good, natural English.

5 Examples

The dictionary contains a large number of
examples, showing how the words have been
used by English writers and speakers. The
examples have been chosen to show the most
typical grammatical patterns in which the words
are used, and also to show the situations in which
you are most likely to find each word used.
Examples are printed in italic type after the
explanation of meaning. For example:

1 When you leave a place, you go away from it. ec
They left the house to go for a walk after tea.

vii

6 Grammar

All the words that are explained in the dictionary
have grammatical information given about them
in the Extra Column. Explanations of the labels
used in the Extra Column are in the main diction-
ary text, in alphabetical order but inside a box, to
show that we are talking about the language used
in the dictionary. For example:

COMPAR stands for comparative

Adjectives which have the label COMPAR in the
Extra Column are in the comparative form. A few
adverbs are also labelled COMPAR.

See the entry headed ADJECTIVES for more infor-
mation.

Here is a list of the grammatical labels used in the
Extra Column, all of which have special entries in
the dictionary text:

A MODAL PRON REL
ADJ N QUANTIF
ADJ AFTERN N COLL QUOTE
ADJ CLASSIF N COUNT RECIP
ADJ COLOUR NING REPORT
ADJ PRED N MASS SUBMOD
ADJ QUALIT N MOD SUFFIX
ADV N PART SUPERL
ADV SEN N PLURAL SUPP
ADV AFTER VB N PROPER usu

ADV BRD NEG N SING \

ATTRIB N UNCOUNT V+A

AUX NEG v+C
BROAD NEG NUMBER V+0

c (o] V+0+A
COMPAR ORDINAL V+0+C
CONJ POSS V+0+0
CONT PREDET V—-ERG
DET PREFIX V-PASS
DET POSS PREP V—REFL
EXCLAM PRON V—SPEECH
IMPER PRON INDEF VB

INF PRON POSS VOCATIVE
-ING PRON REFL WH

The following punctuation marks are used in the
Extra Column.

A comma comes between basic word classes
if more than two are mentioned — for example
V+0,V+0+0, or Vv+0+A. Commas also come
between pieces of extra information that
follow a basic word class. For example,

ADJ PRED + t0 — INF, REPORT, OR for.

A colon comes after a basic word class and
introduces extra information about the way the
word works. For example, ADJ CLASSIF: ATTRIB.
Sometimes, the Extra Column tells you what
preposition is likely to come after a particular
verb, adjective, or noun. If more than one
preposition is likely, they are separated by a
slash. For example, v+ for/of.



viii

+ A plus sign introduces information about
whether a verb has an object (v+0), a
complement (v+C), a quote structure
(v+QuoTe), and so on. Plus signs are also used
with other word classes to introduce tne sort of
words or structures that typically occur with the
word being explained. For example,

N COUNT+ POSS.

7 Style and Usage

In addition to the grammar codes, the Extra
Column also has information about how and
when you should use a word. It tells you, for
example, whether a word is formal or informal,
whether it is British or American, or whether it is
used mainly in technical or literary writing. For
example:
ignominious /1gno*miniss/. Ignominious behav- apsquaLr
iour is considered shameful or morally unaccep- Formal
table.

inferno /infa:nov/, infernos. You can refer to a Ncount

very large, dangerous fire as an inferno. Literary
The explanations for many words tell you the
situations in which you would be likely to use the
word or hear it used. So, if a word is used mainly
by someone who is angry or worried or fright-
ened, then the explanation says so. For example,
in the entry for help, you find:

10 You shout ‘Help? when you are in danger, in
order to attract someone’s attention.

Pronunciation

In this dictionary a guide is given to the pronun-
ciation of English words using the International
Phonetic Alphabet. The accent represented is
Received Pronunciation, ar RP for short, which is
an accent used by many speakers of Southern
British English. There are several other accents

of English, but RP is perhaps the most widely
used as a norm for teaching purposes.

Two kinds of information are needed if a word is
to be appropriately pronounced. We need to
know about each of the sounds that make up the
word, and we need to know about stress. In each
of the pronunciations shown in this dictionary, at
least one vowel symbol is in heavier type and
underlined. Sometimes more than one vowel is in
heavier type and underlined:

result /rizalt/

disappointing /disopaintin/

Heavy type and underlining give important infor-
mation both about stress and the sounds that
make up a word.

There is a lot of information o this kind in the
explanations in this dictionary. It is there in order
to help you to use the right language for each par-
ticular situation.

8 Study Pages

As well as having grammar explanations in the
main dictionary text, more detailed information is
given on Study Pages, where the main grammati-
cal categories, such as adjectives, phrasal verbs,
and pronouns, are dealt with. Here is a list of the
topics covered in the Study Pages:

ADJECTIVES NUMBER
ADJUNCTS PHRASAL VERBS
ADVERBS PHRASES
COMPLEMENTS PRONOUNS
CONJUNCTIONS  QUANTIFIERS
CONVENTIONS SEMI-MODALS
DETERMINERS SUBMODIFIERS
MODAL VERBS VERBS

NOUNS

The verbs BE and HAVE are also explained on full
pages, rather than in the main text.

There are also special entries for AGE, DATE,
MEASUREMENT, MONEY, and TIME, where

examples are given of the different ways in which
these can be expressed.

When a word is spoken in isolation, stress falls on
all the syllables that contain vowels that are in
heavier type and underlined. When two syllables
are marked in this way, the second syllable has
primary stress while the first has secondary stress;
if only one is marked, it has primary stress. A word
spoken in isolation is called the citation form.

When a word is used in context, either or both of
the stresses found in the citation form may be
absent. The one-stress or two-stress patterns of
English speech are associated not with individual
words but with the information units thata
speaker constructs:

The result was disappointing
/85 rizalt waz disaparntin/

A disappointing result
/2 disapaintin rizalt/

Very disappointing indeed
/veri' disopaintiy indi:d/

Because stress patterns are associated with lingu-
istic units larger than the word, a dictionary



cannot state in advance which of the stresses
present in a citation form will be absent when a
word is used in context.

Vowels that are in heavier type and underlined are
called protected vowels. This means that, irre-
spective of whether a vowel is stressed or un-
stressed in a particular context, there is very little
variation in the way a speaker pronounces it. Un-
protected vowels, conversely, which are always
unstressed, may show considerable variation in
the way they are pronounced.

In this dictionary, the range of possible variation
is shown by the tiny superscript numbers printed
just above and to the right of the vowel symbol. In
the word /stti'/ (city), for example, the protected
vowel is always pronounced /1, irrespective of
whether it is stressed or not. Conversely, the key
at the foot of this page shows that the pronunci-
ation of the unprotected vowel may be made in
the range between /i:;; and /1/. In the word /ju:shi’s/

Pronunciation Key

Vowels Consonants

a: heart, start, calm. b bed t
® act, mass, lap. d done v
a1 dive, cry, mind. f fit w
are fire, tyre, buyer. g good X
au out, down, loud. h hat z
avs flour, tower, sour. j yellow I
€ met, lend, pen. k Kking 3
el say, main, weight. 1 lip n
€2 fair, care, wear. m mat tf
I fit, win, list. n nine 0
i: feed, me, beat. p pay s}
€} near, beard, clear. r run d3
D lot, lost, spot. S soon

= note, phone, coat.

o more, cord, claw.

o1 boy, coin, joint.

U could, stood, hood.

u: you, use, choose.

Us sure, pure, cure.

a3 Turn, third, word.

A but, fund, must.

3 the weak vowel in

butter, about, forgotten.

(useless) the protected vowel is always pro-
nounced /u:/, irrespective of whether it is stressed
or not, while the pronunciation of the unprotected
vowel may be made in the range between /1/

and /e/.

Some unprotected vowels are pronounced in only
one way. For example, the second vowel in /ha:ima:k/
(hallmark) is stressed neither in its citation form

nor when the word is used in context, but there is
still very little variation in the way it is pronounced.

Some sounds, both vowels and consonants, are
heard only in rather slow and careful speech. /ju:3val/
(usual) and /kplomnist/ (columnist) are often

heard as /ju:301/ and /kolo st/. In such cases, the
superscript ° indicates that the sound in question

is often omitted:

usual /ju:gu’al/

columnist /kolomn‘ist/

All superscripts and the variations they stand for

are given in the key below.

Superscripts
talk 3 (a=0) 1 (1=0)
van ' (ae=1) ' (1<)
win ? (ae=e) ? (1e=¢)
loch 2 (ae= ) P (1e=en)
Z00 ¥ (a=v) ¥ (1<ar)
ship ¥ (ae=3) i 1ei)
measure ¥ (s = v) e (ee1)
sing 3 (3=0D) u' (u:=v)
cheap 3 (a=02) m'(m < n)
thin 3 (ae=4) n' (pen)
then ‘ -
joy after a consonant symbol indicates

probable omission; k°, t°, h°, etc
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to Live in Britain (The British Council's Guide for Overseas Students and
Visitors) first published by The British Council 1952 ' The British Council 1984.
Mrs R Bronowski for: The Ascent of Man by J Bronowski published by Book
Club Associates by arrangement with The British Broadcasting Corporation 1977
' J Bronowski 1973. Alison Busby for: The Death of Trees by Nigel Dudley first
published by Pluto Press Ltd 1985 “’ Nigel Dudley 1985. Tony Buzan for: Make
The Most of your Mind by Tony Buzan first published by Colt Books Ltd 1977
Tony Buzan 1977. Campbell Thomson & McLaughlin Ltd for: Ring of Bright
Water by Gavin Maxwell first published by Longmans Green & Co 1960,
published in Penguin Books Ltd 1976 "' The Estate of Gavin Maxwell 1960.
Jonalhan Cape Ltd for: Manwatching (A Field Guide to Human Behaviour) by

d Morris first i in Greal Britain by Jona\han Cape Ltd 1977
Tex( Desmond Morris 1977 “ Ci Elsevier F ing Projects SA,
Lausanne, and Jonathan Cape Ltd, London 1977. Tracks by Robyn Davidson first
published by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1980 ' Robyn Davidson 1980. In the Name of
Love by Jill Tweedie first published by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1979 © Jill Tweedie
1979. The Use of Lateral Thinking by Edward de Bono first published by
Jonathan Cape 1967 “ Edward de Bono 1967. Trout Fishing in America by
Richard Brautigan first published in Great Britain by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1970
Richard Brautigan 1967. The Pendulum Years: Britain and the Sixties by
Bernard Levin first published by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1970 ' Bernard Levin 1970.
The Summer Before The Dark by Doris Lessing first published in Great Britain
by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1973 “ Doris Lessing 1973. The Boston Strangler by
Gerold Frank first published in Great Britain by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1967
Gerold Frank 1966. I'm OK - You're OK by Thomas A Harris MD first published
in Great Britain as The Book of Choice by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1970 © Thomas A
Harris MD, 1967, 1968, 1969. The Vivisector by Patrick White first published by
Jonathan Cape Ltd 1970 “ Patrick White 1970. The Future of Socialism by
Anthony Crosland first published hy Jonathan Cape Ltd 1956 "> C A R Crosland
1963. Funeral in Berlin by Len Deigl first p by Ji Cape Ltd
1964 ' Len Deighton 1964. Chatto & Windus 'Ltd for: A Postillion Struck by
Lightning by Dirk Bogarde first published by Chatto & Windus Ltd 1977 © Dirk
Bogarde 1977. Nuns and Soldiers by Iris Murdoch published by Chatto & Windus
Ltd 1980 ' Iris Murdoch 1980. Wounded Knee (An Indian History of the
American West) by Dee Brown published by Chatto & Windus Ltd 1978 * Dee
Brown 1970. The Virgin in the Garden by A S Byatt published by Chatto &
Windus Ltd 1978 ' A S Byatt 1978. A Story Like The Wind by Laurens van der
Post published by Clarke Irwin & Co Ltd in association with The Hogarth Press
Ltd 1972 ** Laurens van der Post 1972. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

. 1981. Social Mobility by Anth

published by Chatto & Windus Ltd 1932 ' Aldous Huxley and Mrs Laura Huxley
1932, 1960. The Reivers By William Faulkner first published by Chatto & Windus
Ltd 1962 “ William Faulkner 1962. Cider With Rosie by Laurie Lee published by
The Hogarth Press 1959 ' Laurie Lee 1959 The Tenants by Bernard Malamud
first published in Great Britain by Chatto & Windus Ltd 1972 © Bernard
Malamud 1971. Kinflicks by Lisa Alther first published in Great Britain by Chatto
& Windus Ltd 1976 *’ Lisa Alther 1975. William Collins Sons & Co Ltd for: The
Companion Guide to London by David Piper published by William Collins Sons
& Co Ltd 1964 " David Piper 1964. The Bedside Guardian 29 edited by W L Webb
published by William Collins & Sons Ltd 1980 “’ Guardian Newspapers Ltd 1980.
Bear Island by Alistair MacLean first published by William Collins Sons Co Ltd
1971 ' Alistair MacLean 1971. Inequality in Britain: Freedom, Welfare and the
State By Frank Field first published by Fontana Paperbacks 1981 © Frank Field
Heath first by Paperbacks
1981"Anthony Heath 1981. Yours Faithfully by Gerald Priestland first published
by Fount Paperbacks 1979 ' British Broadcasting Corporation 1977, 1978. Power
Without Responsibility: The Press and Broadcasting in Britain by James
Curran and Jean Seaton first published by Fontana Paperbacks 1981 © James
Curran and Jean Seaton 1981. The Times Cookery Book by Katie Stewart first
published by William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1972 © Times Newspapers Ltd.
Friends from the Forest by Joy Adamson by Collins and Harvill Press 1981 '
Elsa Limited 1981. The Media Mob by Barry Fantoni and George Melly first
published by William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1980  Text, George Melly 1980 “
Illustrations, Barry Fantoni 1980. Shalom (a collection of Australian and Jewish
Stories) compiled by Nancy Keesing first published by William Collins
Publishers Pty Ltd 1978 William Collins Sons &Co Ltd 1978. The Bedside
Guardian 31 edited by W L Webb first published by William Collins Sons & Co
Ltd 1982 “' Guardian Newspapers Ltd 1982. The Bedside Guardian 32 edited by
W L Webb first published by William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1983 “* Guardian
Newspapers Ltd 1983. Design for the Real World by ¥ictor Papanek first
published in Great Britain by Thames & Hudson Ltd 1972 ' Victor Papanek 1971.
Food For Free by Richard Mabey first published by William Collins Sons & Co
Ltd 1972 “' Richard Mabey 1972. Unended Quest by Karl Popper (first published
as Autobiography of Karl Popper in The Philosophy of Karl Popper in The
lerary of Philosophers edited by Paul Arthur Schlipp by the Open Court

i Co 1974) by Fontana Paperbacks 1976 ¢’ The Library of
lemg Philosophers Inc 1974 * Karl R Popper 1976. My Mother My Self by
Nancy Friday first published in Great Britain by Fontana Paperbacks 1979 ©
Nancy Friday 1977. The Captain's Diary by Bob Willis first published by Willow
Books/William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1984 “* Bob Willis and Alan Lee 1984 ’ New
Zealand Scorecards, Bill Frindall 1984. The Bodywork Book by Esme
Newton-Dunn first published in Great Britain by Willow Books/William Collins
Sons & Co Ltd 1982 “’ TVS Ltd/Esme Newton-Dunn 1982. Collins’ Encyclopaedia
of Fishing in The British Isles edited by Michael Prichard first published by
William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1976 " William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1976. The
AAA Runner’s Guide edited by Heather Thomas first published by William
Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1983 ' Sackville Design Group Ltd 1983. Heroes and
Contemporaries by David Gower with Derek Hodgson first published by
William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1983 “’ David Gower Promotions Ltd 1983. The
Berlin Memorandum by Adam Hall first published by William Collins Sons & Co
Ltd 1965 " Jonquil Trevor 1965. Arlott on Cricket: His Writings on the Game
edited by David Rayvern Allen first published by William Collins (Willow Books)
1984 ' John Arlott 1984. A Woman in Custody by Audrey Peckham first
published by Fontana Paperbacks 1985 “* Audrey Peckham 1985. Play Golf with
Peter Alliss by Peter Alliss published by the British Broadcasting Corporation
1977 ** Peter Alliss and Renton Laidlaw 1977. Curtis Brown Ltd for: The Pearl by
John Stei first d by William Hei Ltd 1948 © John Steinbeck
1948. An Unfinished History of the World by Hugh Thomas first published in
Great Britain by Hamish Hamilton Ltd 1979 © Hugh Thomas 1979, 1981. The
Winter of our Di by John Stei first in Great Britain by
William Heinemann Ltd 1961 “* John Steinbeck 1961. Burr by Gore Vidal first
published in Great Britain by William Heinemann Ltd 1974 © Gore Vidal 1974.
Doctor on the Job by Richard Gordon first by William Hei Ltd
1976 “’ Richard Gordon Ltd 1976. Andre Deutsch Ltd for: How to be an Alien by
George Mikes first published by Andre Deutsch Ltd 1946 © George Mikes and
Nicholas Bentley 1946. Jaws by Peter Benchley first published in Great Britain
by Andre Deutsch Ltd 1974  Peter Benchley 1974. A Bend in the River by V S
Naipaul first published by Andre Deutsch Ltd 1979 © V S Naipaul 1979. Couples
by John Updike first published by Andre Deutsch Ltd 1968 ’ John Updike 1968.
Games People Play by Eric Berne published in Great Britain by Andre Deutsch
Ltd 1966 “* Eric Berne 1964. The Age of Uncertainty by John Kenneth Galbraith
first published by The British Broadcasting Corporation and Andre Deutsche Ltd
1977 * John Kenneth Galbraith 1977. The Economist Newspaper Ltd for: The
Economist (315 May 1981 and 22-28 August 1981) ’ published by The Econamist
Newspaper Ltd 1981. Faber & Faber Ltd for: Lord of the Flies by William
Golding first published by Faber & Faber Ltd 1954 * William Golding 1954. The
Complete Book of Self-Sufficiency by John Seymour first published in Great
Britain by Faber & Faber Ltd 1976 ' Text, John Seymour 1976, 1977 ©’ Dorling
Kindersley Ltd 1976, 1977. Conversations with Igor Stravinsky by lgor
Stravinsky and Robert Craft first published by Faber & Faber Ltd 1959 “ Igor
Stravinsky 1958,1959. John Farquharson Ltd for: The Moon's A Balloon by David
Niven published in Great Britain by Hamish Hamilton Ltd 1971 © David Niven
1971. John Gaselee for: ‘Going it Alone’ by John Gaselee in the Illustrated
London News July 1981 and ‘The Other Car's Faull’ by John Gaselee in the
Hllustrated London News August 1981. Glidrose Publications Ltd for: The Man
with the Golden Gun by lan Fleming first published by Jonathan Cape Ltd
Glidrose Productions Ltd 1965. Victor Gollancz Ltd for: The Next Horizon by




Chris Bonnington published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1976 "' Chris Bonmnglon
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Sketch Ltd for: The Illustrated London News (July 1981, August 1981 and
981) ** published by the Illustrated London News and Sketch Ltd

1973. Summerhill: A Radical Approach to Education by A S Neill first publi
by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1962 “ A S Neill 1926, 1932, 1937, 1953, 1961 (Us
permission by Hart Publishing Inc). Lucky Jim by Kingsley Amis first published
by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1954 *' Kingsley Amis 1953. The Mighty Micro (The
Impact of the Computer Revolution) by Christopher Evans first published by
Victor Gollancz Ltd 1979 *' Christopher Evans 1979. The Longest Day by
Cornelius Ryan published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1960 ** Cornelius Ryan 1959.
Asking for Trouble (Autobiography of a Banned Journalist) by Donald Woods
published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1980 "' Donald Woods 1980. The Turin Shroud
by Ian Wilson first published in Great Britain by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1978 ' Ian
Wilson 1978. Murdo and Other Stories by Iain Crichton Smith published by
Victor Gollancz Ltd 1981 “* lain Crichton Smith 1981. The Class Struggle in
Parliament by Eric S Heﬂer published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1973 ' Eric S
Heffer 1973. A Pr of (Tne A Case of Patrick
Meehan) by Ludovic Kennedy published by Victor Gollancz 'Ltd 1976 ° Ludovic
Kennedy 1976. The Treasure of Sainte Foy by MacDonald Harris published by
Victor Gollancz Ltd 1980 “’ MacDonald Harris 1980. A Long Way to Shiloh by
Lionel Davidson first published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1966 “* Lionel Davidson
1966. Education After School by Tyrrell Burgess first published by Victor
Gollancz Ltd 1977 ** Tyrrell Burgess 1977. The View From Serendip by Arthur C
Clarke published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1978 “' Arthur C Clarke 1967, 1968, 1970,
1972, 1974, 1976, 1977. On Wings of Song by Thomas M Disch published by Victor
Gollancz Ltd 1979 “* Thomas M Disch 1979. The World of Violence by Colin
Wilson published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1963 “’ Colin Wilson 1963. The Lightning
Tree by Joan Aiken published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1980 “' Joan Aiken
Enterprises 1980, Russia's Political Hospitals by Sidney Bloch and Peter
Reddaway published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1977 ' Sidney Bloch and Peter
Reddaway 1977. Unholy Loves by Joyce Carol Oates first published in Great
Britain by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1980 “* Joyce Carol Oates 1979. Consenting Adults
(or The Duchess will be Furious) by Peter De Vries published by Victor Gollancz
Ltd 1981 “' Peter De Vries 1980. The Passion of New Eve by Angela Carter
published by Victor Gollancz Ltd 1977 ' Angela Carter 1977. Gower Publishing
Co Ltd for: Solar Prospects (The F ial for R bl Energy) by Mi
Flood first published in Great Britain by Wildwood House Ltd in association with
Friends of the Earth Ltd 1983 “’ Mi Flood. V Victims by
Hall first published in Great Britain by Wildwood House Ltd 1984 “' Rebecca Hall
1984. Graham Greene and Laurence Pollinger Ltd for: The Human Factor by
Graham Greene first published by The Bodley Head Ltd 1978 ' Graham Greene
1978. Syndication Manager, The Guardlan for: The Guardian (12 May 1981, 7
1981 and 15 981) by Guardian Newspapers
Ltd 1981. Hamlyn for: How to Play Rugby by David Norrie published by The
Hamlyn Publishing Group Ltd 1981 “* The Hamlyn Publishing Group Ltd 1981.
How to Play Badminton by Pat Davies first published by The Hamlyn
Publishing Group Ltd 1979 “’ The Hamlyn Publishing Group Ltd 1979. Margaret
Hanbury for: Crisis and Conservation: Conflict in the British Countryside by
€harlie Pye-Smith and Chris Rose first published by Pelican/Penguin Books Ltd
1984 ' Charlie Pye-Smith and Chris Rose 1984. Paul Harrison for: Inside the
Third World by Paul Harrison first published in Great Britain by The Harvester
Press Ltd 1980 * Paul Harrison 1979. A M Heath & Co Ltd for: Rembrandt's Hat
by Bernard Malamud published by Chatto & Windus Ltd 1982 “° Bernard
Malamud 1968, 1972, 1973. William Heinemann Ltd for: It's an Old Country by J
B Priestley first published in Great Britain by William Heinemann Ltd 1967 ' J
B Priestley 1967. Heinemann Educational Books Ltd and Gower Publishing Co

Ltd for: The I Crisis (A dbook for all Fnends of the Earth)
cdlled by Des Wilson first by Books Ltd 1984
d, David y 1984 « I Chapters, the Author of the

Chapter 1984 “ In the selection and all other matters Des Wilson 1984. The
Controller, Her Majesty's Stationery Office, for: Department of Health and Social
Security leaflets published by Her Majesty's Stationery Office 1981 ¢ The Crown.
David Higham Associates Ltd for: ‘Two Peruvian Projects’ by E R Chamberlain
in the Illustrated London News September 1981. Akenfield: Portrait of an
English Village by Ronald Blythe first published by Allen Lane, Penguin Books
Ltd 1969 * Ronald Blythel969. The Far Pavillions by M M Kaye first published
by Allen Lane/Penguin Books Ltd 1978 * M M Kaye 1978. Staying On by Paul
Scott first published by William H Ltd 1977 * Paul Scott 1977. Let
Sleeping Vets Lie by James Herriot first published by Michael Joseph Ltd 1973
James Herriot 1973. The Midwich Cuckoos by John Wyndham first published in
Great Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd 1957 “’ The Estate of John Wyndham 1957.
The Girl in @ Swing by Richard Adams first published in Great Britain by Allen
Lane in Penguin Books Ltd 1980 *’ Richard Adams 1980. Dr K B Hindley for: ‘Hot
Spots of the Deep’ by Dr K B Hindley in the Illustrated London News July 1981.
Hodder and Stoughton Ltd for: Supernature by Lyall Watson first published by
Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 1973 “’ Lyall Watson 1973. Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy by
John Le Carre first published by Hodder & Stoughton Ltd 1974 “ Le Carre
Productions 1974. The Editor, Homes and Gardens, for: Homes and Gardens
(October 1981) (Number 4 Volume 63) ' published by IPC Magazines Ltd 1981.
Hughes Massie Ltd for: Elephants Can Remember by Agatha Christie first
published by William Collins Sons & Co Ltd 1972 ** Agatha Christie Mallowan.
Hutchinson Publishing Group Ltd lor An Autobiography by Angela Davis
published in Great Britain by Co Publi s Ltd by arr

with Bantam Books Inc 1975 ¢ Angela Davis 1974. The Day of the Jackal by

1981. The Editor, International Herald Tribune, for: International Herald
Tribune (25-26 July 1981) “' published by International Herald Tribune with The
New York Times and The Washington Post 1981. Michael Joseph Ltd for:
Chronicles of Fairacre: Village School by Miss Read first published in Great
Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd 1964 ' Miss Read 1355, 1964. Fire Fox by Craig
Thomas first published in Great Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd 1977 ** Craig
Thomas 1977. William Kimber & Co Ltd for: Exodus by Leon Uris originally
published in Great Britain by Alan Wingate Ltd 1959 ** Leon Uris 1958. Kogan
Page Ltd for: How to Save the World (Strategy for World Conservation) by
Robert Allen first published by Kogan Fage Ltd 1980 ' IUCN-UNEP-WWF l980
Marketing Department, Lloyds Bank PLC, for: Lloyds Bank Leaflets (1981) *
published by Lloyds Bank PLC 1981. Macmillan Publishers Ltd for: Appropriate
Technology: Technology with @ Human Face by P D Dunn first published by the
Macmillan Press Ltd 1978 “* P D Dunn 1978. John Murray Publishers Ltd for: A
Backward Place by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala first published by John Murray
Publishers Ltd 1965 “' R Prawer Jhabvala 1965. Food For All The Family by
Magnus Pyke first published by John Murray Publishers Ltd 1980 “* Magnus
Pyke 1980. Simple Movement by Laura Mitchell and Barbara Dale first
published by John Murray Publishers Ltd 1980 *' Laura Mitchell and Barbara
Dale 1980. Civilisation: A Personal View by Kenneth Clark first published by the
British Broadcasting Corporation and John Murray Publishers Ltd 1969 *
Kenneth Clark 1969. The Editor, National Geographic, for: National Geographic
January, February and March (1980) “’ published by The National Geographic
Society 1979, 1980. The National Magazine Co Ltd for: Cosmopolitan (May 1981
and July 1981) ' published by the National Magazine Co Ltd 1981. Neilson
Leisure Group Ltd for: NAT Holidays' ‘Caravans and Tenls in the Sun'
(Summer 1983) holiday brochure. Inc for: k (11 May 1981,
27 July 1981 and August 1981) ** published by Newsweek Inc 1981 The Associate
Editor, Now!, for: Now! (14-20 1980) y Ca
Communications Ltd 1980. Harold Ober Associates Inc for: The Boys from Brazil
by Ira Levin first published by Michael Joseph Ltd 1976 ' Ira Levin 1976. Edna
O'Brien and A M Heath & Co Ltd for: August is a Wicked Month by Edna
O'Brien first published by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1965 “’ Edna O'Brien 1965. Pan
Books Ltd for: Dispatches by Michael Herr first published in Great Britain by
Pan Books Ltd 1978 ' Michael Herr 1968, 1969, 1970, 1977. Health and Safety at
Work by Dave Eva and Ron Oswald first published by Pan Books Ltd 1981 "
Dave Eva, Ron Oswald and the Workers' Educational Association 1981.
Democracy at Work by Patrick Burns and Mel Doyle first published by Pan
Books Ltd 1981 “’ Patrick Burns,Mel Doyle and the Workers’ Educational
Association 1981. Diet for Life (A Cookbook for Arthritics) by Mary Laver and
Margaret Smith first published by Pan Books Ltd 1981 ' Mary Laver and
Margaret Smith 1981. Penguin Books Ltd for: Inside the Company: CIA Diary by
Philip Agee first published in Allen Lane/Penguin Books Ltd 1975 ' Philip Agee
1975. Penguin Books Ltd and Spare Ribs Ltd for: Spere Rib Reader edited by
Marsha Rowe first published in Penguin Books Ltd 1982 “’ Spare Ribs Ltd 1982. A
D Peters & Co Ltd for: ‘The Dark Side of Israel' by Norman Moss in Illustrated
London News July 1981, ‘Aftermath of Osirak’ by Norman Moss in the Illustrated
London News August 1981 and ‘Turning Point for Poland' by Norman Moss in
the IHlustrated London News September 1981. ‘Recent Fiction' by Sally Emerson
in the mustmted London News July 1981, August 1981 and September 1981. The
Ci L Potter first in Great Britain by
Rupert Hart-Davis Ltd 1970 “ Stephen Potter. Elaine Pollard for: Personal
Letters 1981 donated by Elaine Pollard. Laurence Pollinger Ltd for: A
Glastonbury Romance by John Cowper Powys first published by MacDonald &
Co Ltd 1933. Murray Pollinger for: Kiss Kiss by Roald Dahl published in Great
Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd 1960 “’ Roald Dahl 1962. Can You Avoid Cancer?
by Peter Goodwin first published by the British Broadcasting Corporation 1984
Peter Goodwin 1984. Preston Travel Ltd for: Preston Sunroutes ‘Camping and
Self-Catering' (April to October 1983) holiday brochure. Punch Publications Ltd
for: Punch (6 May 1981, 29 July 1981, 12 August 1981, 26 August 1881 and 9
September 1981) “* published by Punch Publications Ltd 1981. Radala and
associates for: The Naked Civil Servant by Quentin Crisp first published by
Jonathan Cape Ltd 1968 * Quentin Crisp 1968. The Rainbird Publishing Group
Ltd for: The Making of Mankind by Richard E Leakey first published in Great
Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd 1981 > Sherma BV 1981. Robson Books Ltd for:
The Punch Book of Short Stories 3 selected by Alan Coren first published in
Great Britain by Robson Books Ltd in association with Punch Publications Ltd
1981 > Robson Books Ltd 1981.The Best of Robert Morley by Robert Morley first
published in Great Britain By Robson Books Ltd 1981 © Robert Morley 1981.
Deborah Rogers Ltd for: ‘Picasso’s Late Works' by Edward Lucie-Smith in the
Illustrated London News July 1981, ‘David Jones at the Tate' by Edward
Lucie-Smith in the Hlustrated London News August 198] and ‘Further Light on
Spanish Painting’ by Edward Lucie-Smith in the Illustrated London News
September 1981. The Godfather by Mario Puzo first published in Great Britain
by William Heinemann Ltd 1969 “* Mario Puzo 1969. Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd
for: How To Pass Examinations by John Erasmus first published by Oriel Press
Ltd 1967 “* Oriel Press Ltd 1980. Daisy, Daisy by Christian Miller first published
by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd 1980 “’ Christian Miller 1980. The National Front
by Nigel Fielding first published by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd 1981 ** Nigel
Fielding 1981. The Myth of Home Ownership by Jim Kemeny first published by

Frederick Forsyth published in Great Britian by &CoF s Ltd

1 & Kegan Paul Ltd 1980 “* J Kemeny 1981. Absent With Cause

1971 © Frederick Forsyth 1971. Roots by Alex Haley first published in Great

Britain by Hutchinson & Co Publishers Ltd 1977 Alex Haley 1976. The Climate

of Treason by Andrew Boyle first d by H & Co Publi s Ltd

1979 > Andrew Boyle 1979. The Collapsmg Universe: The Story of Black Holes

by Isaac Asimov first Co Publi s Ltd 1977 " Isaac

As:mov XPD by Len Delghlon publ:shed by Book Club Associates by
| & s Lt 198

(Lessons of Truancy) by Roger White first published by Routledge & Kegan Paul
Ltd 1980 ** Roger White 1980. The Powers of Evil (in Western Religion, Magic
and Folk Belief) by Richard Cavendish first publi by Kegan
Paul Ltd 1975 “’ Richard Cavendish 1975. Crime and Personality by H J Eysenck
first published by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd 1964 © H J Eysenck 1964, 1977.
Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd for: Changing Places by David Lodge first

8¢ with o P td 1981 “ Len Deigh!
Show Jumping with Harvey Smith by Harvey Smnh first published by Slanley
Paul & Co Ltd 1979  Tyne-Tees Television Ltd, A Member of the Tndem Group
1979. 2001: A Space Odyssey by Arthur C Clarke first publi b; &

d in England by Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd 1975 © David Lodge 1975.
The History Man by Bradb: firs i by Martin Secker &
\Verburg 1975 “* Malcolm Bradbury 1975. Humboldt s Gift by Saul Bellow first
in England by The Alison Press/Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd 1975

Co Publishers Ltd 1968 “’ Arthur C Clarke and Polaris Productions Inc 1968 ©
Epilogue material, Serendip BV 1982, 1983. The Illustrated London News and

Saul Bellow 1973, 1974, 1975. Wilt by Tom Sharpe first published in England by
Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd 1976 > Tom Sharpe 1976. The Last Days of
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America by Paul E Erdman first published in England by Martin Secker &
Warburg Ltd 1981 “' Paul E Erdman 1981. Autumn Manoeuvres by Melvyn
Bragg first published in England by Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd 1978
Melvyn Bragg 1978. The Act of Being by Charles Marowitz first published in
England by Martin Secker & Warburg Ltd 1978 ** Charles Marowitz 1978. As If
By Magic by Angus Wilson first published in England by Martin Secker &
Warburg Ltd 1973 ' Angus Wilson 1973. All the President’'s Men by Carl
Bernstein and Bob Woodward first published in England by Martin Secker &
Warburg Ltd 1974 ** Carl Bernstein and Bob Woodward 1974. The Myth of the
Nation and the Vision of Revolution by J L Talmon first published by Martin
Secker & Warburg Ltd 1981 ** J L Talmon 1980. Animal Farm by George Orwell
first published by Martin Secker & Warburg 1945 ' Eric Blair 1945. Anthony
Sheil Associates Ltd for: Daniel Martin by John Fowles first published in Great
Britain by Jonathan Cape Ltd 1977 “' J R Fowles Ltd 1977. Love Story by Erich
Segal published by Hodder & Ltd 1970 ** Erich Segal 1970. Sidgwick &
Jackson Ltd for: The Third World War by General Sir John Hackett and others
first published in Great Britain by Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd 1978 ** General Sir
John Hackett 1978. Superwoman by Shirley Conran first published by Sidgwick
& Jackson Ltd 1975 *’ Shirley Conran 1975, 1977. An Actor and His Time by John
Gielgud first published in Great Britain by Sidgwick & Jackson Ltd 1979 *’ John
Gielgud, John Miller and John Powell 1979 ' Biographical Notes, John Miller
1979. Simon & Schuster for: Our Bodies Ourselves (A Health Book by and for
Women) by the Boston Women's Health Book Collective (British Edition by
Angela Phillips and Jill Rakusen) published in Allen Lane and Penguin Books
Ltd 1978 “' The Boston Women's Health Collective Inc 1971, 1973, 1976 *' Material
for British Edition, Angela Phillips and Jill Rakusen 1978. Souvenir Press Ltd for:
The Bermuda Triangle by Charles Berlitz (An Incredible Saga of Unexplained
isap -ances) first p in Great Britain by Souvenir Press Ltd 1975 '
-Charles Berlitz 1974. Souvenir Press Ltd and Michael Joseph Ltd for: Airport by
Arthur Hailey first published in Great Britain by Michael Joseph Ltd in
association with Souvenir Press Ltd 1968 “' Arthur Hailey Ltd 1968. Sunmed
Holidays Ltd for: ‘Go Greek' (Summer 1983) holiday brochure. Maurice Temple
Smith Ltd for: Friends of the Earth Pollution Guide by Brian Price published by
Maurice Temple Smith Ltd 1983 *' Brian Price 1983. Maurice Temple Smith and
Gower Publishing Co Ltd for: Working the Land (A New Plan for a Healthy
Agriculture) by Charlie Pye-Smith and Richard North first published by Maurice
Temple Smith Ltd 1984"" Charlie Pye-Smith and Richard North 1984. Times
Newspapers Ltd for: The Sunday Times Magazine (13 January 1980, 20 January
1980 and 11 May 1980) ished by Times s Ltd 1981. The Times (7
1981) "' p by Times s Ltd 1981. Twenty's Holidays
for: ‘The Best 18-33 Holidays' (Winter 1982/83) holiday brochure. University of
Birmingham for: Living in Birmingham (1984) ’ published by The University of
Birmi 1984. Bir University Overseas Student Guide “' The
University of Birmingham, Working with Industry and Commerce ' published
by The University of Birmingham 1984. University of Birmingham Prospectus
(June 1985) “' published by The University of Birmingham 1985. University of
Birmingham Library Guide “’ published by The University of Birmingham.
University of Birmingham Institute of Research and Development (1984) "
publi by the University of Bir 1984. Biological Sci at The
University of Birmi (1985) “* published by The University of Birmingham
1985. History at the University of Birmingham (1985) ' published by the
University of Birmingham 1985. Faculty of Arts Handbook (1984-85) "’ publish
by The University of Birmingham 1984. Virago Press Ltd for: Benefits by Zoe
Fairbairns published by Virago Press Ltd 1979 *' Zoe Fairbairns 1979. Simple
Steps to Public Life by Pamela Anderson, Mary Stott and Fay Weldon published
in Great Britain by Virago Press Ltd 1980 “* Action Opportunities 1980. Tell Me A
Riddle by Tillie Olsen published by Virago Press Ltd 1980 “' this edition Tillie
Olsen 1980. A P Watt (& Sons) Ltd for: The Glittering Prizes by Frederic Raphael
first published in Great Britain by Penguin Books Ltd 1976 ’ Volatic Ltd 1976.
Then and Now by W Somerset first published by William Hei
Ltd 1946 ' W Somerset N 1946. The Lang of Clothes by Alison Lurie
published by William Heinemann Ltd 1981 ' Alison Lurie 1981. ‘Herschel
Commemorative’ by Patrick Moore in the Illustrated London News July 1981.
‘The Outermost Giant’ by Patrick Moore in the Illustrated London News August
1981. ‘Cosmic Bombardment’ by Patrick Moore in the Iilustrated London News
September 1981. Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd for: ‘The Miraculous Toy' by Susan
Briggs in the Illustrated London News August 1981. The Needle's Eye by
Margaret Drabble first published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1972 *’ Margaret
Drabble 1972. Success Without Tears: A Woman's Guide to the Top by Rachel
Nelson first published in Great Britain by Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1979
Rachel Nelson 1979. Education in the Modern World by John Vaizey published
by Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1967 “* John Vaizey 1967. Rich Man, Poor Man by

Irwin Shaw first published in Great Britain by Weidenfield & Nicolson Ltd 1970

Irwin Shaw 1969,1970. Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov first published in Great
Britain by Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1959 *' Vladimir Nabokov 1955, 1959, 1968,
* G P Putnam’s Sons 1963 " McGraw-Hill International Inc 1971. The Third
World by Peter Worsley first published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1964

Peter Worsley 1964, 1967. Portrait of a Marriage by Nigel Nicolson published by
Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1973 *' Nigel Nicolson 1973. The Dogs Bark: Public
People and Private Places by Truman Capote first published in Great Britain by
Weidenfeld & Nicolson Ltd 1974 “' Truman Capote 1974. Great Planning
Disasters by Peter Hall first published in Great Britain by George Weidenfeld &
Nicolson Ltd 1980 “' Peter Hall 1980. The Writers and Readers Publishing
Co-operative Ltd for: Working with Words, Literacy Beyond School by Jane
Mace published by The Writers and Readers Publishing Co-operative Ltd 1979 "
Jane Mace 1979. The Alienated: Growing Old Today by Gladys Elder OAP
published by The Writers and Readers Publishing Co-operative Ltd 1977 " Text,
The Estate of Gladys Elder 1977 “' Photographs, Mike Abrahams 1977. Beyond
the Crisis in Art by Peter Fuller published by The Writers and Readers
Publishing Co-operative Ltd 1980 *' Peter Fuller 1980. The War and Peace Book
by Dave Noble published by The Writers and Readers Publishing Co-operative
Ltd 1977 * Dave Noble 1977. Tony Benn: A Political Biography by Robert
Jenkins first published by The Writers and Readers Publishing Co-operative Ltd
1980 "' Robert Jenkins 1980. Nuclear Power for Beginners by Stephen Croall and
Kaianders first i by The Writers and Readers Publishing
Co-operative Ltd 1978 "' Text, Stephen Croall 1978,1980 *' Illustrations Kaianders
Sempler 1978, 1980. Yale University Press for: Life in the English Country
House: A Social and Architectural History by Mark Girouard published by Yale
University Press Ltd, London 1978 "' Yale University 1978. The British
Broadcasting Corporation for transcripts of radio transmissions of
‘Kalei ', ‘Any Q ions', ‘Money Box’ and ‘Arts and Africa’ 1981 and 1982.
The British Broadcasting Corporation and Mrs Shirley Williams for transcripts
of television interviews with Mrs Shirley Williams 1979. Dr B L Smith, School of
Mathematics and Physical Sciences, University of Sussex for programmes on
Current Affairs, Science and The Arts originally broadcast on Radio Sussex 1979
and 1980 “* B L Smith. The following people in the University of Birmingham:
Professor J McH Sinclair, Department of English, for his tapes of informal
conversation (personal collection). Mr R Wallace, formerly Department of
Accounting and Finance, and Ms D Houghton, Department of English, for
transcripts of his accountancy lectures. Dr B K Gazey, Department of Electrical
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acknowledgments at the first opportunity.



A, a /e1/, A’s, a’s. A is the first letter of the English
alphabet.

Aa

N COUNT

A stands for adjunct

tion.

Verbs which have the label +A in the Extra Col-
umn need an adjunct to complete their meaning.
See the entry headed ADJUNCTS for more informa-

a /e1r/ or /a/,an /&n/ or /an/.

1 You use a or an at the beginning of noun groups
when you are referring to someone or something
and you do not want to say which particular person
or thing you mean. ec Tom could see a hallway...
She wanted to be an actress.

2 You can use a or an instead of the number ‘one’.
EG...a year or two ago... ...in an hour’s time.

3 When you express rates, prices, and measure-
ments, you can use a or an to say how many units
apply to each of the items being measured. ec He
charges 100 dollars an hour.

4 You can use a or an in front of uncount nouns
when they are preceded by adjectives or followed
by words that describe the uncount noun more
fully. ec...a happiness that he couldn’t quite hide.

5 You use a or an in front of the names of people
when you are referring to someone who you do not
know personally. ec You don’t know a Mrs Burton,
do you?

aback /abzk/. See take aback.

abacus /zbokss/, abacuses. An abacus is a
frame used for counting. It has rods with sliding
beads on them.

abandon /obzndon/, abandons, abandoning,
abandoned. 1 If you abandon a place, thing, or
person, you leave it permanently or for a long
time. ec You're not supposed to abandon your car.
on the motorway.

2 1f you abandon a plan, activity, or piece of work,
you stop doing it before it is finished. ec I aban-
doned the search.

3 If you abandon an idea or way of thinking, you
stop thinking in that way. =c I have abandoned the
idea of consistency.

4 If you abandon yourself to an emotion, you think
about it a lot and feel it strongly. ec She abandoned
herself to grief.

5 If you do something with abandon, you do it in a
carefree way. ec The food was consumed with
Jjoyous abandon.

abandoned /sbzndond/. An aband
building is no longer used or occupied.
abandonment /sbzndonma’nt/. 1 The abandon-
ment of a place, thing, or person is the act of
leaving it permanently or for a long time. gc ...the
abandonment of the farms.

2 The abandonment of a piece of work or a plan is
the act of stopping doing it before it is finished.

abashed /obeft/. If you are abashed, you feel
embarrassed and ashamed. ec The students looked
guilty and abashed.

abate /obert/, abates, abating, abated. When
something abates, it becomes much less strong or
widespread. ec My terror abated a little.

abattoir /zbstwa:/, abattoirs. An abattoir is a
place where animals are killed for meat.

abbess /zbi’s/, abbesses. An abbess is a nun
who is in charge of the other nuns in a convent.
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abbey /zbi'/, abbeys. An abbey is a church with
buildings attached to it in which monks or nuns live
or used to live. gc... Westminster Abbey.
abbot /&bat/, abbots. An abbot is a monk who is
in charge of the other monks in a monastery or
abbey.
abbreviate /a%bricvient/, abbreviates,
abbreviating, abbreviated. 1 If you abbreviate
a piece of writing or a speech you make it shorter.
¢ abbreviated. ec ..an abbreviated version of a
talk.
2 A word or phrase that is abbreviated is made
shorter by leaving out some of the letters or by
using only the first letters of each word. ec ...the
Ultra-Intelligent Machine (or UIM as it is abbrevi-
ated).
abbreviation /o%ri:vieifa’n/, abbreviations. An
abbreviation is a short form of a word or phrase,
made by leaving out some of the letters or by using
only the first letters of each word.
abdicate /zbdikeit/, abdicates, abdicating, ab-
dicated. 1 If a king or queen abdicates, he or she
resigns. ¢ abdication /®bdike1[a"n/. ec ..the
abdication crisis of 1936.
2 If you abdicate your responsibility for some-
thing, you refuse to accept the responsibility for it
any longer.
political responsibility.
abdomen /zbd>*mon/, abdomens. Your abdo-
men is the part of your body below your chest
where your stomach and intestines are.

o abdominal /2’bdomi'na"l/. &G ...a patient suffer-
ing from abdominal pains.
abduct /o’bdakt/, abducts, abducting, ab-

ducted. If someone abducts another person, they
take the person away, using force. ¢ abduction
/2°bdak[a"n/. EG....the recent abduction of his son.

aberration /bore1fa"n/, aberrations. An aber-
ration is an action or way of behaving that is not
normal. ec This is a temporary aberration and will
soon be put right.

abet /sbet/, abets, abetting, abetted. If you abet
someone, you help them to do something wrong. ec
..aiding and abetting the enemy.

abhor /2’bho:/, abhors, abhorring, abhorred. If
you abhor something, yeu hate it Yer¥ much. ec
She abhors any form of cruelty.

abhorrent /2’bhoront/. If something is abhor-
rent to you, you hate it very much or consider it
completely unacceptable. ec ...a ruthless and utter-
ly abhorrent system. o abhorrence /3’bhorans/.
EG...an abhorrence of war.

abide /sbaid/, abides, abiding, abided. 1 If you
can’t abide something, you dislike it very much. ec
He likes you but he can’t abide Dennis.

2 If something abides, it continues to happen or
exist for a long time. o abiding. ec ..a constant
and abiding joy.

abide by. If you abide by a law, agreement, or
decision, you do what it says you should do. s Both
parties must agree to abide by the court’s decision.

ability /obilo'ti'/, abilities. Your ability to do
something is the quality or skill that you have
which makes it possible for you to do it. gc ...the
ability to see... ...his ability as a journalist. e If you
do something to the best of your ability or to the
best of your abilities. you do it as well as you
possibly can.

-ability is added in place of “able’ at the end of
adjectives to form nouns. These nouns are often
not defined in this dictionary, but are treated with

N COUNT

N COUNT

O ADJ CLASSIF

V+0 : USU PASS

o abdication. ec ..an abdication of ¢ NUNCOUNT

+SUPP
N COUNT

O ADJ CLASSIF

©O N UNCOUNT

N COUNT

<

+0

<

+0

ADJ QUALIT

O N UNCOUNT

PHRASE

v

O ADJ CLASSIF :
ATTRIB

PHRASAL VB :
V+PREP

N COUNT OR
N UNCOUNT

® PHRASE

SUFFIX



abject 2 abroad

the related adjectives. gc ...the suitability of particu- about /obaut/. 1 If you talk, write, or think about a prep

lar courses... ...their vulnerability to criticism. particular thing, it is the subject of what you are
abject /zbdsekt/. 1 You use abject to emphasize apjcassiF:  saying, writing, or thinking. ec I'll have to think

that a situation or quality is shameful or depress- ATTRIB about that... He had to talk about his profession...

ing. G ...abject poverty. This is a book about India.

2 Someone who is abject shows no self-respect or ApsQuALt 2 If you do something about a problem, you take prep

courage. e Even the most abject slaves joined in action in order to solve it. ec They knew they had

the revolt. to do something about their mother’s unhappiness.
ablaze /obleiz/. 1 Something that is ablaze is apspreD 3 When you say that there is a particular quality prep
burning fiercely. ec In a moment the tents were about someone or something, you mean that they
ablaze. have this quality. ec There’s something peculiar

2 If a place is ablaze with lights or colours, it iS ApJPRED about him.

very bright because of them. +with 4 About in front of a number means that the aov
able /eib2"l/, abler, ablest. 1 If someone or some- AbJ PRED number is approximate, not exact. ec We went

thing is able to do something, 1.1 they have the *(¢INF about forty miles.

physical skill or the knowledge to do it. ec The frog
is able to jump three metres... I wasn't able to do
these quizzes. 1.2 they have enough freedom, pow-

5 If someone or something moves about, they keep Apv arTer vB

moving in different directions. ec We saw them
walking about... I stood waving my arms about.

er, time, or money to do it. ec I thought I wouldn’t
be able to visit you this week... I was able to buy a or ‘mess about’ to indicate that someone is not

caravan after a long seafch. . achieving very much.

2 Someone who is able is very clever or very good ApjqQuaLT 7 If someone or something is about, they are apjspren
at doing something. ec He was an unusually able present or available. ec There was no money about.

detective. L 8 If you are about to do something, you are going PHRASE
-able is added to some verbs to form adjectives. surFix to do it very soon. e Her father is about to retire.

These adjectives describe someone or something about-turn, about-turns. An about-turn or an ncount
as able to have the thing done to them described by about-face is a complete change of attitude or

the verb. For example, something that is identifi- opinion. ec The Conservatives performed a swift

able can be identified. ec They are both immediate- about-turn

ly recognizable... Only the titles were readable. ’ ing
able-bodied /e1v3' bodid/. An able-bodied per- wcuws % Girectly over It or Togher than i re the o
son is physically strong and healthy. branches above their heads... A noise was coming
ably /embli'/ means skilfully and successfully. ec apv from the bedroom above.

’Il;hey wereiab!y sup.)porntled by the Party members. 2 You use above in writing to refer to something Aoy, v,
abnormal /&bno:mo’l/. Someone or something AbiCLASIF o hag already been mentioned. gc All the above OR the+N
that is abnormal is unusual, especially in a way items can be obtained from Selfridges... The mean-

that is worrying. ec Maybe my child is abnormal... 7 ¢ A
..an abnormal interest in food. o abmormality o NcounTor llrégs of the terms used above are given in leaflet NI

/&bna*meli'ti'/, abnormalities. ec...an abnormal- NUNCOUNT
ity in the blood.

abnormally /zbna:m2’li'/ means 1 to a much susmop
greater extent than usual. ec ..the abnormally
warm day. 2 in an unusual, often worrying way. G Apv
...people who are behaving abnormally.

aboard /aba:d/. If you are aboard a ship or plane, prepor AV
you are on or in it. ec The plane crashed, killing all
271 aboard.

6 About is used in phrasal verbs such as ‘sit about’ Apv AFTER vB

3 If an amount or measurement is above a particu- prepor Abv
lar level, it is greater than that level. ec ...children

above the age of 5... ...aged 15 and above.

4 If someone is above you, they are in a position of prep
authority over you. ec He will have an executive

above him to whom he reports.

5 If someone thinks that they are above a particu- prep

lar activity, they do not want to get involved in it

abode />boud/, abodes. Your abode is the place Ncount: because they do not approve of it. ec They consider
where you Tive. ec He took his new bride directly to OFT+Poss themselves above such mercenaty transactions.
their new abode. Formal 6 If someone is above criticism or suspicion, they prep

abolish /obolif/, abolishes, abolishing, abol- v+o cannot be criticized or suspected because of their
ished. If you abolish a system or practice, you good qualities or their position. .
formally put an end to it. g They believed the above board. If an arrangement or deal is above apbsprep

death penalty should be abolished. o abolition o nuncouxr D0Ard, it is completely honest.

J&bal1fs"n/. £c...the abolition of slavery. +SUPP abrasion /sbrersa’n/, abrasions. An abrasion is ncount
abominable /sbommnaba’l/. Something that is apsquaur @M areaon a person’s body where the skin has been Formal
abominable is very unpleasant or very bad. ec scraped. ec...abrasions to the side of the neck.

They work in abominable conditions. abrasive /obrersiv/. 1 Someone who is abrasive aosquauT
¢ abominably. ec She had been treated abomi- o apv is unkind and rude. ec He could be abrasive and

nably. insensitive... ..an abrasive manner.
abort /obo:t/, aborts, aborting, aborted. 1 If a v+ousupass 2 An abrasive substance is rough and can be used aoscLasiF
woman's pregnancy is aborted or if she aborts, A0V to clean hard surfaces. ec...an abrasive cleaner.

her pregnancy is ended deliberately and the baby abreast /obrest/. 1 If people or things walk or apv

dies. move abreast, they are next to each other, side by

2 If you abort a process, plan, or activity, or if it verc side. ec....carts pulled by donkeys three abreast.

aborts, you stop it before it has been completed. ec 2 If you keep abreast of a subject, you know all prep
Harris tried to abort the operation half-way the most recent facts about it. ec The press kept

through. abreast of each development.
abertion /5bo:f2°n/, abortions. If a woman has an ncountor ~ abridged /obridid/. A book or play that is apsciassF
abortion, she ends her pregnancy deliberately and NUNCOUNT abridged has been made shorter by removing

the baby dies. some parts of it. Ec ..an abridged version of the
abortive /abo:itiv/. An abortive attempt or action apsciassiF: ~ novel.

is unsuccessful. e ...a year of demonstrations and ATTRIB abroad /sbro:d/. 1 If you go abroad, you go to a abv
abortive revolts. foreign country. ec ...a holiday abroad... I just got
abound />baund/, abounds, abounding, abound- vor back from abroad.
ed. If things abound, or if a place abounds with Y.*with/in o =9
things, there are very large numbers of them. gc | o"m2! . If someone told you
Rumours abounded... Its hills abound with water- )
falls.
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