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I THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER

Introduction

Mark Twain
The real name of the writer of this book was Samuel Clemens.
He was an American who knew Europe well.

Samuel Clemens was born in Missouri in 1835. He was
trained as a printer, but he soon began writing for the news-
papers. He loved travel, and he loved the steamboats that went
up and down the Mississippi River. He became a steamboat
pilot, and the stories he wrote for the papers were often about
the people of the steamboats and the river banks. Some of the
stories were about real people and places, seen with a keen
eye, and told with a love of fun. Some were fiction, like The
Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County (1865).

At about this time, Samuel Clemens began to call himself,
as a writer, “Mark Twain”. The words were one of the calls of
the “leadsman” on a river boat. “Mark twain” meant that the
line from the boat into the water showed two fathoms (about
3.7 metres) deep, plenty of water for a river steamboat.

In 1867 he went to Europe and the Holy Land with a large
group of American tourists. The letters he wrote, collected in

a book as The Innocents Abroad, are more about the tourists
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| THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER

themselves than about the places they visited. America, and
later many other countries, laughed joyfully at the tourists and
their funny adventures.

Mark Twain'’s first novel, Tom Sawyer (1875), is still widely
read and enjoyed. It is perhaps more like a collection of sepa-
rate adventures than the modern novel, but the reader ends by
knowing Tom Sawyer and his friends as if they were real people.
One of the friends is Huckleberry Finn, and his name appears
again in the title of Mark Twain’s most famous novel Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn (1884).

The Prince and the Pauper (1882) was Mark Twain’s first

historical novel. It has been made into a film more than once.

The Prince and the Pauper

A few notes about the real history of the time may be
helpful to readers.

King Henry Vil died in 1547 at the age of 56. He had been
married six times. By his first wife, he had a daughter, Mary.
By his second wife, he had another daughter, Elizabeth. And by
his third wife, he had a son, Edward, who is the “Prince” of this
story.

Edward VI was king for only six years, 1547 —1553.

Mary followed Edward. She was queen from 1553 to 1558.

Elizabeth | followed her half-sister. She was queen from
1558 to 1603.
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| THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER

London is now a city of 1,580 square kilometres with more
than seven million 'people, but at the time of our story there
were about 200,000 people crowded into a city of about 274
hectares. The rich lords had their town houses to the west of

the city, between it and Westminster, where the king’s palace
was.
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CHAPTER 1

Tom Canty
;

» QUESTIONS BEFORE READING -

»  Why was Tom Canty’s father a pauper? (Because . . . )
»  What did the children do to get money?
»  Who taught Tom Latin?

»  What was the name of the king?




i THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER

Tom Canty was very poor. He and his family were paupers.
There were a great many paupers in London in the year 1547.
Sometimes the father of the family couldn’t work, and they
were paupers for that reason. But Tom Canty’s father didn’t
want to work. He and his wife and his mother and his three
children all lived in one room in an old house in the poorest part
of London. The children had no beds; they slept on the floor.

There were two girls, Bet and Nan, and one boy, Tom. Canty
never did any work: every day he sent out his three children to
beg for money in the streets. They had to stand at the side of
the road and say, “Please give a penny to a poor child!” If they
didn’t bring money to John Canty in the evening he beat them
and gave them no food.

It was a very unhappy life for the children.

Father Andrew lived in the same house. He had a little
room at the back of the house. He was a very learned man. Tom
went to sit with Father Andrew every day, and Father Andrew
told him stories about kings and princes.

Tom said, “I want to be like a prince. | want to speak nicely,
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| THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER

as princes do; and | want to learn Latin, because princes learn
Latin.” So Father Andrew taught Tom how to speak nicely and
how to be like a prince, and he taught him Latin.

When Tom was with other boys he played at being a
prince. Sometimes the boys laughed at him and called him
Prince Tom, but they liked him. They played by the river and
went swimming in the water. Tom could swim very well.

The King of England at that time was King Henry the Eighth.
He had one son, Edward. Prince Edward would be king when his
father died.

King Henry the Eighth lived in Westminster Palace in
London.

Father Andrew said to Tom: “You should go to Westminster
Palace and see a real prince. Prince Edward is the king’s son. He

lives there, and perhaps one day you would see him.”
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